
What constitutes growth in 
control of literacy?

Emergent control of text structure
Greater complexity in language
Expanded expression of  attitude



Noun Groups Text 1

Text 1
a minotaur [[ that was very nice and kind [[ and lived in a 
cave]] ]]
a witch
dwarfs and people

Text 2
a poor man [[ named Cody]] 
the beautiful green hills
the dusty paths of the countryside
a poor man with no money



Noun Groups Text 3

something [[I would prefer never to relive again]
the reality of our situation
birthing babies in this day and age
the sunlight of the day 
not knowing the trust [[we should have in this 
woman]]



Thematic choices

• Text 1
• In the ancient times
• And one day
• Text 2
• On on moderately cold day
• As the months turned into years
• As threatened…..



Thematic choices Text 3

• Last night was something….
• At first I refused…
• As the rain pelted down…
• Finally…
• After hours near the break of day…



Some non-congruent expressions 
in Text 3

• Non- congruent:
• We both knew that with such isolation help 

would be a good few hours from here

• Congruent expression:
• We both knew we were isolated and 

therefore it would take a few hours to reach 
medical help



Attitudinal expressions

• Text 1
• The minotaur was ‘very nice and kind’
• The minotaur ‘turned bad’
• A witch ‘turned him good again’



Text 2 attitudinal expression

• Cody had a kind heart
• Cody was not angry at Zucchini..
• His kind heart had returned
• One moderately cold day
• One of the worst ones ever
• He was extremely grateful..



Text 4 attitudinal expression

It was the most wonderful night of my life
• I am certain that Kit does feel the same
• Kit had her firm belief [[that her people 

would return to help her with the birth]]…
• I never wish to experience it again…



Clause structures

• Text 1 
• In the ancient times…
• but one day he stepped…
• and one day….



Clause structures Text 2

• Zucchini told Cody that <<if he could give 
him shelter during the winter>> then he 
would give Cody 10 bags of gold

• During these months <<, while Cody was 
living it rough>> Zucchini was kept..

• The winter passed…. and <, as promised>> 
Cody received his 20 bags of gold



Clause structures Text 3

• I pushed good Sykes harder than ever; 
hearing his ragged breath as we scrambled 
up slippery footings and watching the flecks 
of foam fly from his mouth and dissolve 
into the pounding rain
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