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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY: We are doing this study to develop a digital shell (which is basically a 
customised website) through which Indigenous authorities can share and teach their language and 
culture on their own terms. A pilot version of the shell involves Bininj Kunwok elders sharing their 
knowledge online. We are recruiting participants through the bininjgunwok.org.au mailing list. We 
invite you to participate in the course to learn about Bininj language and culture and to give your 
feedback. The research is funded by the Australian government’s Office of Learning and Teaching 
to support best practice for teaching in the universities. 

BENEFITS OF THE STUDY: This research will involve Indigenous authorities finding appropriate 
ways to share their knowledge with a wider audience using digital technology. Because Indigenous 
languages and cultures are in danger of being lost, it is important for appropriate authorities to 
decide how to share their knowledge with others, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous. This study 
may benefit you in providing the opportunity for you to learn about Bininj Kunwok language and 
culture through trying the digital shell prepared for this project. We also plan to share it with other 
communities and language groups so they can share their knowledge online. 

WHAT WILL BE EXPECTED OF YOU?: If you do decide to participate in this project we will ask you 
to complete a short online course teaching Bininj Kunwok language and culture. This will be done 
on the internet, with weekly tasks set over a 4 week period, which you can do in your own time, 
any time between September-November 2016. We think it will take 2-3 hours of your time each 
week over this period. 
During the course you will watch short videos, listen to audio recordings or read information, then 
complete short assessment tasks, such as reflection, simple translation, multiple choice or short 
answer questions. While we might give ‘grades’ to some tasks, what we really want to know is 
how well the teaching website works, rather than your performance as a student. 
During and after the trial period, we will ask you some questions about your experience using the 
site, such as “how long did you spend on each activity? Which activities did you like best? Was it 
easy to navigate around the site?”. We will ask these in an online survey, then we will invite some 
people to have an interview (either face-to-face or by telephone) which we will record, to 
understand more about your experience. The survey and interview are expected to take around 
15-30 minutes and will be arranged at a time that suits you.  

RISKS: We don’t think there are any risks to you as a participant in this research project. We are 
testing the usefulness of the website rather than your ‘success’ at learning, so nothing bad will 
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happen to you even if you do not finish all the activities. This project will not have any impact on 
any existing study programs in which you may be enrolled. If you do experience any concerns 
about your learning in this course, you can contact the CDU Counselling service on 8946 6288.  

CONFIDENTIALITY: We will record your response, but will keep it private, so no one outside the 
research team will know who said what. We will need to collect some information about you to 
help our research, we won’t put your name in the results, or any information that will identify you. 
We will keep all the information for 5 years and then destroy it, unless you’re happy for us to use 
it for other research in the future – you can tick a box on the consent form if you agree to this. 

PARTICIPATION: Your participation in this project is entirely voluntary and you are free to say no 
to being involved. You will also have the opportunity to withdraw from the project at any stage 
while you’re doing the course.  Once we’ve analysed the results we can’t remove your 
information, so you would need to tell us before the end of 2016 if you don’t want to be included. 
We won’t pay you anything for your participation. 

RESULTS OF THE STUDY: At the end of the course, we will give you feedback about your 
participation in the online course, including any results from the activities. You can then look at 
these results and your comments about the course, to make sure that you are happy for us to 
include them (anonymously) in our research.  
We will put together everyone’s results and feedback to analyse them, and we plan to publish the 
results in an academic journal, and talk about the research at academic conferences. The study 
will also form part of Cathy Bow’s PhD research. We will send you emails about any publications or 
reports so you can read them. Because your results and comments may be useful for other 
research in the future, you can say if you’re willing to make your information available for future 
research as appropriate. You can still participate in this research even if you say no to this question 
on the consent form. 

PERSON TO CONTACT: If you have questions about this project, please contact Cathy Bow by 
email at: cathy.bow@cdu.edu.au or by telephone: 8946 6876, or Michael Christie by email: 
michael.christie@cdu.edu.au. 

If you have any questions or concerns that you do not want to direct to the researcher, you can 
the contact the Executive Officer of the Charles Darwin University Human Research Ethics 
Committee on (08) 89466923, on the toll free number, 1800 466 215 or by email, 
ethics@cdu.edu.au. The Executive Officer can pass on any concerns to appropriate people within 
the University. 

ETHICAL GUIDELINES: This project will be done according to the Australian Code for the 
Responsible Conduct of Research, as defined by the National Health and Medical Research Council 
of Australia. This project has been approved by the Charles Darwin University Human Research 
Ethics Committee. 

If you agree to participate in this research, pleas sign the attached Consent form and return it via 
email to cathy.bow@cdu.edu.au. You can keep this form. 

mailto:cathy.bow@cdu.edu.au
mailto:michael.christie@cdu.edu.au
mailto:ethics@cdu.edu.au
mailto:cathy.bow@cdu.edu.au

