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Recent Conferences
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forest, Timor-Leste”. Kyle N. Armstrong, Colin R. Trainor , Damian J.
Milne, & Chris R. Pavey,
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Zealand: “Status of waders in Timor-Leste (East Timor) and the Nusa
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Zealand: “Bird species richness, persistence and turnover in natural and
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A Timor monitor
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conservation measures in Timor-Leste which apart from PhD work
has included preparation of an Important Bird Areas directory; a field
guide to the birds of Timor; capacity building in biological assessment
and EIA studies.
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Summary

This study seeks to understand how wildlife species (birds, reptiles, land mammals,
trees and ants) respond to a complex array of land uses including ‘reference’
conservation areas in the newly established developing country of East Timor (Timor
Leste). There is a large body of research on how wildlife responds to landscape
fragmentation, especially in relation to patch size and isolation. Much of this research
has focused on developed nations and tropical countries that have undergone broad
scale and rapid habitat loss due to land uses such as logging and where patches of
natural habitats remain. The biological value of these land use areas under a variety of
landscape contexts has rarely been considered, and approaches to enhance the
conservation value of these off-reserve areas has also been subject to little research.
In East Timor only a few small patches of globally threatened and biologically
important, tropical dry forests remain. Many of the endemic wildlife are dependent on
this habitat type. The largest remaining block (c. 650 km?) is currently being
established as a National Park.

The National Park provides habitat for many endemic and globally threatened wildlife
species. This includes five of the six globally threatened bird species present on Timor.
The extent to which wildlife utilize elements of the surrounding agricultural landscape
matrix is also unknown, but there may be key habitats or habitats that are important
seasonally for particular species. Such knowledge will be valuable to inform broader
landscape-scale conservation management in the National Park, broader landscape,
District and nation.

Aims:

Describe the distribution and abundance of Timor Leste’s wildlife (vertebrate, selected
invertebrates and trees) across available natural environmental variation (units) and a
mosaic of anthropogenic land use

Identification of key sites and habitats for inclusion in a protected area network and
propose management regimes to conserve them in a dynamic developing nation
environment.

Provide reserve design and general conservation recommendations to better protect
key wildlife and habitat poorly covered by the static protected area network in Lautem
District.
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Publications:

Books

Trainor, C. R., Coates, B. and K. D. Bishop (2007). Birds of Timor-Leste. BirdLife
International and Dove Publications.

[The first fieldguide to the 260+ birds occurring in Timor-Leste, including more than
40 species endemic to Timor and the Wallacean region; in Portuguese, English and
Indonesian]

Trainor, C. R., Santana, F., Rudyanto,. Xavier, A., Pinto, P., and de Oliveira, G. F.
(2007). Important Bird Areas of Timor-Leste. BirdLife International Asia Division.

[A national conservation strategy for Timor-Leste including 16 Important Bird Areas
identified based on international criteria]

Articles

Kuchling, G, Rhodin, A, Ibarrondo, B. R., and Trainor, C. R . (2007). A new
subspecies of the snakeneck turtle Chelodina mccordi from Timor-Leste (East
Timor). Chelonian Conservation & Biology.

Trainor, C. R (2007 submitted) Changes in bird compaosition on a well-forested
Wallacean island, South-East Asia. Biological Conservation.

Trainor, C. R . and Leitao, P, J. (2007). Further significant bird records from Atauro
Island, Timor-Leste (East Timor). Forktail 23: 155-158.

Trainor, C. R . (2007). Birds of Damar Island, Banda Sea, Indonesia. Bulletin British
Ornithologists’ Club. 127, 8-28.

Lambert, F. R, Trainor, C. R ., and Xavier, A. F. (2006). Observations of Wetar
Ground Dove Gallicolumba hoedetii from Timor-Leste (East Timor). Forktail.22: 165-
170.

Trainor, C. R . Benstead, P, Martin, K, Lesmana, D, Agista, D, Benstead, M. C,
Drijvers, R, and Setiawan, |. (2006) New bird records for Nusa Tenggara Islands:
Sumbawa, Moyo, Sumbawa, Sumba, Flores, Pulau Besar and Timor. Kukila 13: 1-
18.

Trainor, C. R . (2005) Species richness, habitat use and conservation of birds of Alor
Island, Lesser Sundas, Indonesia. Emu 105: 127-135.

Trainor, C. R . (2005) Distribution and natural history of the cryptic Chameleon
Dragon Chelosania brunnea: a review of records. Northern Territory Naturalist 18,
34-44.
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Landscapes in Timor-Leste — Tropical montane foresta  t 1200 m,
Corypha palm savanna along a stream channel, Water B uffalo
grazing on the Fuiloro plateau; and Beach forest at Lore

Slaty Cuckoo-dove (left)
and Reticulated Python (right)



