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Field Studies in Tropical and Desert Landscapes introduces you 
to the unique landscapes of central and northern Australia, while 
giving you the opportunity to develop a range of skills in field 
survey, the use of computer based technologies in the field and 
data compilation and analysis. The unit hinges upon an 11 day 
field trip along the environmental gradient from Alice Springs to 
Darwin. Characteristics of landform, soil and vegetation will be 
measured in the field, and land management practices will be 
considered from a range of perspectives. A focus on fire 
management, weeds and the role of indigenous Australians in 
land management will enable you to compare the challenges 
faced in different regions of central and northern Australia. 
Guest speakers from the CSIRO, NT Government, CDU and 
local Landcare groups provide invaluable knowledge of local 
landscapes. 

Course Coordinators : Dr Guy Boggs & Dr Christine 
Schlesinger, School of Environmental and Life Sciences, CDU  

Assessment : Three assessment items must be completed; on-
trip contribution (15%), an on-trip presentation (25%) and a final 
5000 word report (60%) to be completed after the field trip. 

Assumed Knowledge : Equivalent of 1 year undergraduate 
study. Please note the unit is a third year level. 

2009 Dates: Tuesday 23rd June - Friday 3rd July. The field trip 
begins on Tuesday morning at the Alice Springs CDU campus 
and ends in Darwin on the Friday evening.  

Note: The cost of accommodation and food are the 
responsibility of the student. Using prearranged accommodation 
will cost approx. $350 including some meals. Camping is an 
alternative option at most venues. 

Enrolment: CDU students enrol on line. Students from other 
universities can enrol as cross institutional students at CDU. 
Please note student numbers are limited. 
(http://www.cdu.edu.au/study/apply/enrol.html). 

 
For further information contact: 
Dr Christine Schlesinger 
Christine.Schlesinger@cdu.edu.au 
ph:(08) 89595218����

 



 


