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New partnership for the
Territory’s future

The new CDU/NTG Partnership Agreement for
2007-2012 was of cially launched by Chief Minister
Clare Martin, and Vice Chancellor, Professor Helen
Garnett, at Parliament House on 21 November 2006.

The launch provided a tting forum to celebrate the many
successes of the rst Agreement that have achieved
positive outcomes for the Territory.

The guest speaker for the launch, Associate Professor
Karen Gibb, highlighted the Bioscience North Australia
facility as one of those success stories. Opened in 2005
as a Partnership initiative, the facility now offers local
capabilities in molecular biology research services for
national and international scientists, private industry,
government and research organisations.

Guests also heard about exciting new opportunities for
collaboration under the second Agreement with an
emerging focus on industry and community involvement
in Partnership activities.

Signing the Agreement, the Chief Minister said the
framework will further strengthen collaboration between the
Government and Charles Darwin University in achieving
common goals. Ms Martin also emphasised the importance
of Charles Darwin University to the future development of
the Territory.

We need a world-class tertiary research and education
sector to support Government program and policy
development, and provide training suited to the needs
of the Territory, Ms Martin said.

Professor Helen Garnett said the new Partnership
Agreement will work in areas that are focused on

overall economic development, improving Indigenous
opportunities, undertaking projects designed to care for
Territory communities, and expanding international and
national connections.

Individually we can achieve many things: collectively we
can achieve many great things, Professor Garnett said.
The essence of the Partnership is bringing our resources
together in speci ed areas and concentrating our energies
on the attainment of shared goals.

Over 60 people attended the launch, including senior
University and Government staff, as well as members
of the local research and business community.

ABOVE Chief Minister and Professor Helen Garnett signing the CDU/NTG
Partnership Agreement 2007-2012

The Partnership Agreement 2007-2012 promotes the
economic, social, cultural and environmentally sustainable
development of the Territory by maximising collaboration
between the two parties.

It was developed following a formal review of the rst
Agreement which recommended an extension and
expansion of collaborative activities between the
Government and University.

The review provided an opportunity for Government and
University to examine their common areas of interest and
the objectives of the second Partnership Agreement

re ect these mutual priorities.
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Foreword from the
Peak Group

With the latest edition of the Partnership newsletter we
are pleased to announce the launch of the second
Partnership Agreement 2007-2012.

The next Partnership builds on the successful outcomes
from the rst Agreement, and provides a platform for
better strategic collaboration between University and
Government. The Partnership Agreement 2007-2012

also emphasises the importance of the involvement of
third parties, particularly the business community. The
development of third party consortia will be actively
pursued under the Partnership Agreement reaping even
more positive outcomes for the Territory.

In embracing a team approach to addressing the Territory s
unique needs, we recognise the importance of pooling
together resources, minds and strategies, to come up

with initiatives that can improve our competitiveness in the
domestic and global economies, and offer solutions that
will bring economic, social and environmentally sustainable
development to the Territory.

Current initiatives that we showcase in this edition of
Partnership Highlights include:

the establishment of the Tropical Mining: Futures
Program, a collaborative industry driven program that
will serve the needs of the Territory s mining industry;

research into enhancing private sector engagement in
R&D in the Territory; and

the release of the Sound of the Sky, a visual record
of Euro-Australian artists responses to the Northern
Territory s unique landscapes and people.

But of course, the most signi cant
cause for celebration with this
edition of Partnership Highlights
is the launch of the Partnership
Agreement 2007-2012.

The second Partnership Agreement provides a structure
against which a number of new opportunities can be
realised, while projects that are being developed or
underway will remain in place. The Peak Group is looking
forward to working with all Schedule Leaders under the
Partnership Agreement to harness these opportunities
throughout 2007 and beyond.

www.cdu.edu.au/government

ABOVE Prof Helen Garnett, Vice Chancellor, Charles Darwin University and
Paul Tyrrell, Chief Executive, Department of the Chief Minister, Co-Chairs of the
Partnership Agreement Peak Group.

Sound of the Sky

A publishing collaboration under the Partnership
Agreement has led to the release of The Sound of the
Sky, an Australian art book by Daena Murray, the Curator
of Visual Arts at the Museum and Art Gallery of the
Northern Territory (MAGNT). The book, which was based
on the very successful MAGNT exhibition of the same
name, presents a visual record of Euro-Australian artists
responses to the Northern Territory, its land and people,
over 200 years.

In recognising for the signi cance of the Territory in
Australian art, the book opens a window onto a hidden
history that relays and re ects upon the transformative
role of visual imagery in the process of cross-cultural
exchange

As the rst comprehensive survey
of visual responses to the Northern
Territory by European artists over
a period of two hundred years, The
Sound of the Sky has the potential
to make a signi cant contribution
to understanding and knowledge
about Australian art  Dr Sylvia
Kleinert, 2006.

The release of the book shows how exciting initiatives can
materialise through the open lines of communication that
characterise the Partnership Agreement. The concept
for The Sound of the Sky arose from recognition by
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the MAGNT of the outstanding publishing capabilities

of CDU Press. Funding for the publication was made
possible through a grant obtained by MAGNT from the
Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage
Historic Shipwrecks Program. The MAGNT is con dent that
the successful release of this book will signal the start of a
fruitful publishing partnership under the Agreement.

CDU Press publishes books with a regional focus,
mainly on Northern Australian or Southeast Asian topics,
which are often written or edited by local staff or students
of the University. Authors from outside the University are
encouraged to submit manuscripts of regional interest.
The books range from collections of academic papers
to textbooks and monographs to novels. CDU Press is

a member of the Australian Publishers Association and
is recognised as a publisher of scholarly books by the
Commonwealth Department of Education, Science

and Training.

The author of The Sound of
the Sky, Daena Murray, has
been Curator of Visual Arts
at the MAGNT for 13 years,
and has 25 years experience
in research and publication
T in Australian art and history.
The book is based on her
doctoral research examining
the Northern Territory in
Australian art.
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The book is available now
for purchase. For more
information on the book, or what CDU Press can offer, visit
http://www.cdu.edu.au/cdupress
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sources, particularly from the Commonwealth Government.
In the early days of the NT Research and Innovation Fund,
it has been these agencies and institutions that have
dominated successful applications to the Fund.

The report, commissioned by the Department of Business,
Economic and Regional Development and the Northern
Territory Research and Innovation Board (NTRIB), now
aims to build on the strong collaboration between the
Government and research sectors of the economy to also
include the private sector.

Some important outcomes from the release of this vital
report will be:

development of targeted policies and programs that
increase SME engagement and success in R&D; and

investigation of mechanisms to assist SMEs in the area
of Federal fund grant applications.

Harnessing R&D opportunities will greatly increase the
private sectors productivity and competitiveness, as well
as its ability to develop innovative products, services and
solutions. The NT Research and Innovation Fund is aimed
at the SME sector, and
by supporting SMEs the
intention is to extend
their success in winning
grant funding from
Commonwealth sources.

The Partnership

Bringing our Business
on Board

PRIVATE SECTOR ENGAGEMENT IN R&D IN
THE TERRITORY

A new report prepared by CDU researchers has mapped
the way for greater involvement by private sector business
in Research & Development activities. The report,
Enhancing Private Sector Engagement in Research and
Development in the Northern Territory, was written by
Professor Stephen Garnett and Dr Debbie Hall of CDU,
and aims to encourage private sector engagement in R&D
in the Territory.

The report describes the current level of involvement by
business in R&D, the R&D needs of the private sector, and
the kinds of policies and programs that would increase the
engagement of Territory businesses in R&D.

In the NT, publicly funded agencies such as CDU, CSIRO
and the NT Government agencies, have a good track
record in accessing research funding from external

Agreement 2007-2012
also recognises the
importance of innovation
in creating dynamic
and forward-thinking
outcomes, and the
bene ts of collaborating
with the private sector
in the development of
projects through joint
investment on issues of
mutual interest.

For further information on the report and its
recommendations, contact:

Mr Larry Bannister

Executive Director Innovation & Knowledge Economy
Group Department of Business, Economic and Regional
Development

Telephone: 8999 5252
Email: larry.bannister@nt.gov.au.







