
New from CDU Press

Democratic Governance in Timor-Leste: 
Reconciling the Local and the National

David Mearns (ed)
Steven Farram (asst. ed) 
paperback 270pp
ISBN-13: 9780980457834

In February 2008, three days after the Darwin conference 
from which this volume arose, violent attacks took place on 
the president and prime minister of Timor-Leste. President 
Ramos-Horta arrived in Darwin for treatment just as some of 
the authors represented here were leaving the town, having 
participated in a two day discussion on the theme Democratic 
Governance in Timor-Leste: Reconciling the Local and the National. 
The timing of the conference seemed almost prophetic given 
the concerns raised by the delegates regarding the ongoing 
confl ict and violence in Timor-Leste. 

Some contributors revised their papers for publication in 
light of the horrifying attacks on the lives of Timor-Leste’s 
leaders; others let their discussion stand as it had been 
presented at the conference. The result is an important 
collection of articles that provides highly pertinent insights 
into the current dilemmas of the government and people of 
the new republic to Australia’s north. The book gives voice 
to East Timorese commentators as well as to Australian and 
other international scholars. 

The volume explores the necessity to come to terms with the 
past in order to move on to a better future. It also considers 
the role of the state and parliament in the new democracy 
while seeking to set these against the cultural and social 
practices of the people at whom development is aimed. 
Finally, it examines the role of the agencies that have sought 
to assist in the country’s transformation from a colonised to 
a post-colonial society with a sound economic future. 

This work will add considerably to the growing literature on 
the opportunities and dangers facing what has often been 
classed as a ‘fragile state’.

David Mearns is Associate Professor of Anthropology at 
Charles Darwin University. He has a long history of research 
in Southeast Asia and more recently in Indigenous Australia. 
In 2002 he published Looking Both Ways: Models for Justice in 
East Timor and has worked as a consultant to the United 
Nations in Timor-Leste.

Foreword by Deputy Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Dr. José 
Luis Guterres - Opening Address at the Conference, Darwin, 
Australia, 7 February 2008

Contributors: Fernanda Borges, Fiona Crockford, Annette 
Field, James J. Fox, Mark Green, Damian Grenfell, Jill Jolliffe, 
Damien Kingsbury, Andrew McWilliam, Andrew Marriott, 
Akihisa Matsuno, David Mearns, Sara Niner, Yukako Sakabe, 
Dennis Shoesmith, Pyone Myat Thu, Josh Trindade, 
Bu V.E. Wilson

Attracting and keeping nursing 
professionals in an environment 
of chronic labour shortage: a study 
of mobility among nurses and 
midwives in the Northern Territory 
of Australia

Garnett, S. T., Coe, K., Golebiowska, 
K., Walsh, H., Zander, K.K., 
Guthridge, S., Li, S. & Malyon, R. 
paperback 142pp
ISBN-13: 9781921576003

There is a global shortage of nursing 
professionals. It is particularly tight 
for remote places like the Northern 
Territory, Australia. This report looks 
at the demographic profi le of the 
Territory’s nurses and midwives, 
how that has changed in the last few 
decades and explores prospects for 
the future. 

The report also explores why nursing 
professionals come to the Northern 
Territory, why they stay and why some 
leave. The drivers of international 
migration are investigated as well as 
some of the costs of nursing turnover 
to the Territory economy. Twenty 
recommendations are made to 
improve retention rates.

Stephen Garnett, Kristal Coe, Kate 
Golebiowska, Helen Walsh and 
Kerstin Zander
Institute for Advanced Studies, 
Charles Darwin University

Steven Guthridge, Shu Qin Li and 
Rosalyn Malyon
Health Gains Planning, NT 
Department of Health and Families
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Far Country: A Short History 
of the Northern Territory
Revised Edition

Alan Powell
paperback 248pp
ISBN-13: 9780980457872

This fi fth edition of the classic history 
has been revised to bring the Territory 
story into the 21st Century.

A.T. Yarwood, on the fi rst (1982) 
edition of Far Country: Powell has 
achieved an outstanding success. 
He writes with economy, power and 
humanity of all the main phases of the 
Territory’s history, starting with the 
coming of the Aborigines…He moves 
easily from the broad sweep of the 
geographical and political context to the 
sharp focus of personality and action. 

Don Garden on the fourth (2000) 
edition. This is… now effectively 
a classic history. Far Country is a 
fascinating and admirable history of the 
Northern Territory… With commanding 
sweep, Powell places this remote outpost 
within the broader perspective of world 
events, whether it be expanding Asian 
empires, European trading relations 
and wars, or South Australian and 
federal politics… It ranges broadly 
over the expected themes of a regional 
history – Aboriginal society, European 
exploration and the early European 
colonial settlements, race relations, the 
struggle to establish viable industries, 
urban settlements, politics, local cultural 
elements, literature and some of the 
signifi cant individuals. But the context of 
the Territory adds piquancy to the story 
because of its environmental and human 
uniqueness…To an observer from the 
south, it is… a far country.

Alan Powell is Emeritus Professor of 
History at Charles Darwin University. 
In addition to Far Country, he is the 
author of Patrician Democrat, The 
Shadow’s Edge, War By Stealth¸ The Third 
Force and was the General Editor of 
The Northern Territory Dictionary of 
Biography, Volume 1. 

Communicating at University: 
Skills for Success

3rd edition
Nicola Rolls and Peter Wignell
paperback 250pp
ISBN-13: 9780980292398

This book aims to ensure that all students have a good 
foundation in the academic communication skills required 
to succeed at university and in professional settings.

Topics include: writing in an academic style; thinking and 
planning for assignments; developing effective reading and 
critical evaluation techniques; note-taking, paraphrasing 
and summarising; referencing; editing for correct grammar, 
punctuation and conciseness; writing essays, reports, 
annotated bibliographies and critiques; and verbal 
communication.

The text is written by experts in the fi elds of applied 
linguistics and academic literacy who are actively engaged 
in related teaching and research at CDU.

Information Communication 
Technology at University: 
Skills for Success

2nd edition
Greg Shaw
paperback 223pp
ISBN-13: 9780980292329

A good foundation in using Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) is essential to students to research and 
produce written and oral presentations successfully at 
university and in the workplace.

The text helps students to 

• Understand how computers are used in teaching and 
learning

• Understand the principles of the computer-human 
interface

• Gain skills and understanding of the Internet, including 
Internet research and use of email

• Gain skills in using a word-processor to prepare 
assignments and reports

• Gain skills in using presentation software

• Gain skills in using spreadsheet software

This book takes a problem based learning approach with 
scaffolding to assist the reader to understand and learn by 
doing. There are practical exercises throughout designed 
to assist in this. ICT is changing rapidly and students and 
universities use different variations of computers and 
software. Consequently, a focus on generic principles and 
skills involved in using a computer is taken. The book will 
be useful for both beginning computer users and users that 
have some skills and knowledge but wish to extend these.
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