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Prestigious Fellowship boosts research into Guangxi Province poverty alleviation

A Charles Darwin University (CDU) PhD candidate researching the potential for poverty alleviation through natural resources has been recognised with one of Australia's most prestigious research fellowships.

Darwin-based Nick Hogarth is one of only 36 researchers to receive an Endeavour Research Fellowship this year. It will allow him to continue his research exploring the role of forests in poverty alleviation in China’s remote Guangxi Province, 150km north of the border with Vietnam.

From mid-2009, Mr Hogarth will spend six months at the Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) headquarters in Bogor, Indonesia, where he will collaborate with CIFOR scientists to analyse and interpret the data collected in China during the last 12 months of his PhD study. 

"Forests and other natural resources are crucial to the livelihoods of millions of poor people worldwide," he said.

"However, one of the least understood areas of international development is the role tropical forests play in poverty alleviation.

"The fellowship will enable me to take my research project abroad, to further develop my knowledge and skills, to build international linkages and networks, and to strengthen bilateral ties between Australia and China." 

Mr Hogarth's project will provide well-researched advice for enhancing the way natural resource and poverty-related policies and projects are designed and implemented in Guangxi Province.

He said the opportunity to work at CIFOR next year would help to strengthen ties between CDU and this prestigious international research organisation.

Funded by the Department of Education, Employment, and Workplace Relations, the fellowship provides financial support to postgraduate students to undertake short-term research projects abroad.

The Endeavour Research Fellowships provide individuals with an opportunity to take the next step in their academic careers by providing financial support for postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows from participating countries to undertake short-term research (four to six months), in any field of study, in Australia.
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