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Theoretical Framework



Threatened Species Management

Threatened species management:

Biophysical; 

Economic, 

wildlife policy framework

interactive relationships 

information, values & efforts

socio-structural; valuational; institutional/regulatory 
(Kellert & Clark 1991)

ecological & socio-psychological 
(Steinhoff 1980)



People & Wildlife 

Social science perspective:

ÊǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ

Êthinking & behaviour in wildlife situation

(Manfredo 2008, Who Cares About Wildlife?)

× recreation & tourism choices

× response to human-wildlife conflict

×wildlife diseases

General public is also interested in wildlife management:

×concern for environmental sustainability



Wildlife Management

×decision making processes

×wildlife management priorities

(Manfredo 2008, Who Cares About Wildlife?)

Wildlife management involves understanding & dealing with people:

Èdeeply rooted in biological disciplines

Èintegration of social sciences occurring slowly

e.g. human-wildlife relationships



Brief History of Wildlife Values Research

Established social science methods used since 1970s 

Èpractical concerns of wildlife management profession (USA)

Èworth of wildlife to profit driven society

Èwildlife values = conservation costs

Èeconomic & social benefits from wildlife

(Manfredo 2008)



Values 

±ŀƭǳŜΥ ΨǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊǘƘΣ ƳŜǊƛǘ ƻǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΩ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΥ

Ècannot be observed directly 

Èexpression in the form of attitudes & behaviours

Values are critical:

Èpersonal goals: good & bad, right & wrong 

Èinterpret events and information

Èacross situations & events



culture and society

values

general beliefs/worldviews

specific beliefs/specific attitudes

behavioral commitments & intentions

behaviours

enduring

changeable

Cary et al 2000

Values: Attitudes: Behaviours:



Empirical, Socio-psychological Approach

resultant groupings labeled = value typology for concept of interest 

theoretical explanations developed

surveys administered to larger samples

factor/cluster analysis techniques

fixed response survey items developed (Likert scale)

multiple items for common themes = value

interviews with representative samples

ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέ

(Manfredo 2008)



YŜƭƭŜǊǘΩǎ Ψ¢ȅǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΩ

utilitarian practical /material exploitation of nature

naturalistic direct experience/exploration of nature

ecologistic-scientific systematic study of structure,  function,
relationship of nature

aesthetic physical appeal/beauty of nature

symbolic use of nature for language & thought

humanistic ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘκέƭƻǾŜέ ŦƻǊ 
aspects of nature

moralistic spiritual reverence/ethical concern for nature

dominionistic mastery/physical control/dominance of 
nature

negativistic fear/aversion/alienation from nature

1976 - 1993  

9 perspectives of nature

4,000 Americans, 48 states

- diverse  taxa

- human groups 

- cultures

- across time

(Manfredo 2008)

Socio-psychological 
framework
- affective cognition 
- evaluative perceptions
- no links



Evolution & Wildlife Values

�^�t�Z���š�������P���v�����•���u���Œ���o�Ç���š�Z�����}���i�����š���}�(�������•���Œ�]���]�v�P���À���Œ�]���š�]�}�v�•���]�v���‰���}�‰�o���[�•��
perceptions of animals gradually emerged as the possibility of universal 
���Æ�‰�Œ���•�•�]�}�v�•���}�(�������•�]�����Z�µ�u���v�����(�(�]�v�]�š�]���•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���Á�}�Œ�o���Y�_

Evolutionary advantage
�^�Y�~�š�Z�]�•�•���•�µ�P�P���•�š�•���š�Z�������]�•�š�]�v���š���‰�}�•�•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���š�Z���š���š�Z���•���������š���P�}�Œ�]���•��
might very well be the reflections of universal & functional 
���Æ�‰�Œ���•�•�]�}�v�•���}�(���}�µ�Œ���•�‰�����]���•�[�������‰���v�����v�������}�v���š�Z�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���Á�}�Œ�o���X�X�X�_

Conservation ethic
�^�Y�š�Z�]�•���������‰�������‰���v�����v�������}�v���v���š�µ�Œ�����u���Ç�����}�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�����š�Z���������•�]�•���(�}�Œ������
meaningful & fulfilling human existence �t that is, how the pursuit of 
self-interest may constitute the most compelling argument for a 
�‰�}�Á���Œ�(�µ�o�����}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v�����š�Z�]���X�_

(Wilson & Kellert  1993, The Biophilia Hypothesis)


