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How Do Australians Value Birds?
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Can you help us find out?

We are looking for volunteers all over Australia to help us measure the various values people place on different species of native Australian birds. 
Wildlife values can be categorised in different kinds of ways, for example: as consumptive (e.g. hunting, shooting) or non-consumptive (recreational, scientific, symbolic, aesthetic, artistic, cultural, religious and symbolic).  Other people use the terms intrinsic (value in their own right) or extrinsic (value for human purposes). Yet other terms relate to use, non-use, option, bequest or existence values. 
We have a number of small projects looking at ways some of these values are expressed and how they might be measured, for example:
- which bird species appear on stamps, street signs and in figures of speech?
- which species have been adopted as emblems by towns or regions?

- which species feature in nature documentaries / ornithological films?
If you are good at tracking down information and want to learn more about birds and society then please contact: Gill Ainsworth, School for Environmental Research, CDU via email:  gill.ainsworth@cdu.edu.au or phone: 08 8946 7762.
Find out more about the Social Values of Australian Threatened Birds project: http://www.cdu.edu.au/ser/profiles/GillAinsworthProfile.htm
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