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Abstract:

 

 As one of the world's largest carbon stores, peatlands play a significant role in the 
regulation of global climate and greenhouse gas emissions. About 60 per cent of the world’s 
tropical peatlands are located in Southeast Asia; Malaysia has about 2.5 million ha of 
peatlands. Peatlands in Malaysia have been heavily over-utilised and peat fires, which are 
linked with high emissions of carbon dioxide, have become an annually recurring problem. 
The principal issue to be addressed in the research is how the management of peat can be 
improved in the light of climate change and the contribution of peat to the global greenhouse 
gas budget. The presentation looks at qualitative data analysis using the policy analysis 
theoretical framework to provide a comprehensive description of peat governance in 
Malaysia and to develop a framework for integrated peatland management. The framework 
will investigate the best ways to bring together a variety of stakeholders to address an issue 
that is common across the globe. 

Biosketch: Shashi Kumaran is currently a PhD candidate at CDU. She was coordinator of 
the Peatland Programme at the Global Environment Centre before starting on the PhD. She 
coordinated a range of regional projects on wetland (including peatland) conservation and 
management as well as on sustainable rural development. This involved peat surveys and 
assessments, the construction of canals for water management in peat areas, and 
organizing pilot testing of sustainable livelihood options for rural communities. She was also 
involved in the implementation of the ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy and saw the 
establishment of National Action Plans on Peatlands through a consultative and technical 
process in Southeast Asia. She has also been involved in reviewing the incremental cost 
principle with the Global Environment Facility and prepared guidance to GEF Council on a 
capacity development initiative. 


