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Message from the Director

This	year	the	Centre	for	School	Leadership	(CSL)	will	deliver	some	
new,	and	some	annually-offered,	courses	designed	to	support	
ongoing learning and development. As educators travel through 
their careers they become ready for higher levels of training, and 
greater responsibility, while building up their post-graduate university 
accreditation. 

The Centre has developed an ever closer relationship with Charles 
Darwin	University	(CDU)	with	a	new	and	unprecedented	arrangement	
that allows CSL to deliver fully accredited Masters Level courses that 
are also part of the leadership training ladder of the Centre. Stage One 
courses	delivered	in	2017	will	be	the	first	courses	to	lead	to	a	DoE	and	
CSL	Certification	and	guaranteed	advance	standing	CDU	credit	points.

It is anticipated that pathways will be developed in future years to 
Level	Two	and	Level	Three	courses	to	be	delivered	by	CSL	and	CDU	staff.	
These will also attract post-graduate credit points. In 2017 these levels 
will once again be outsourced. 

In	order	to	offer	all	course	levels	in	future	(not	only	Level	One)	to	
all suitable participants in the NT, the Department of Education has 
worked	closely	with	the	Centre	to	develop	a	fast,	effective	and	user	
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friendly digital platform for course delivery everywhere. Course guides, 
readings, discussion groups and advice will be available through 
Moodle and simultaneous Webinar seminars will be held using REACT. 
Participants will be well supported to make use of these tools. 

The power of the new CSL digital learning platform enables the Centre, 
for	the	first	time,	to	welcome	students	from	Cambodia,	Laos	and	China	
to participate alongside our NT school leaders in Level One courses as 
they link into Webinar sessions. These courses will also be available to 
the non-government school sectors.

The content of all our courses is adapted to the school contexts of 
participants. More than ever, the diversity amongst the participants in 
every program provides opportunities for great learning, mentoring and 
collaboration, and the strengthening of communities of practice across 
the Northern Territory and now, parts of Asia.

Jenny Nash 
Director  
Centre for School Leadership
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About Us

The Centre for School Leadership is a joint venture between the 
Northern Territory Government and Charles Darwin University. 

The purpose of the Centre is to develop school and system leadership 
through quality course provision and to become an acclaimed 
International provider of Centre for School Leadership (CSL) 
Certifications	with	higher	education	recognition	and	pathways.	The	
effective	development	of	educational	leaders	will	ultimately	raise	the	
standard of student achievement across the NT.

We	aim	to:	

– build capacity, to develop and deliver quality assured, post-graduate 
standard, CSL Certifications to	commence	in	2017	with	our	first	Level	
One courses;

–	 to	train	outstanding	leaders	in	a	four	tier	program	design	for	1)	
highly	accomplished	and	experienced	teachers,	2)	new	and	teaching	
principals	and	assistant	principals,	3)	established,	high	performing	
principals,	and	4)	regional	and	system	leaders;

– provide programs that strengthen school leadership capacity in 
remote schools; 
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– provide equity of access, Territory- wide, and to some Asian 
neighbors, in all courses1 through on-line, part-time and workplace 
embedded learning programs;

– to grow and establish a reputation for quality international 
leadership development and deliver programs to support DoE and 
CDU partnership arrangements in Asia2;

– to develop a body of relevant and contextual research into school 
improvement in the NT and publish the results on a regular basis3; 

–	 provide	streamlined	pathways	through	CSL	Certification	programs	
and into higher education 

– through our inter-institutional partnership with CDU, establish 
on-going, course planning and ‘quality assurance’ process that 
guarantee credits from CSL Programs toward CDU Graduate 
Certificates	and/or		Masters	degrees;	

– facilitate and maintain a ‘School Leader’s Collaborative Learning 
Forum’	for	Department	of	Education	(DoE),	collaborative,	problem	
solving.

1 Level One courses only, in 2017
2 In 2017 one student from Cambodia, Laos and China will participate in the Leading 

Teaching - STEM, Program along with NT participants
3 The 2015, Executive Development for Education Leaders research papers were 

recently published in a book format
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All CSL courses are strongly linked to the AITSL and ACER Australian 
professional standards and capabilities frameworks.

New leadership development programs, to commence in 2017, will 
empower leading teachers and school and system leaders, by providing 
the	critical	skills,	knowledge	and	confidence	to	progress,	both	
personally and professionally. 

Continuity	over	the	years	and	the	stepped	course	structure,	(under	
construction),	will	allow	educators	to	plan	their	training	and	higher	
education pathway according to personal leadership growth over the 
course of their careers.

5
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Initial Three Tier Training

New leadership development programs, to commence in 2017, will 
empower teachers, and school and system leaders by providing the 
critical	skills,	knowledge	and	confidence	necessary	to	progress,	both	
personally and professionally. Continuity of delivery over years and 
future	four	step	structure	will	allow	DoE	staff	to	plan	their	training	and	
higher education learning according to personal leadership pathways in 
their own time and over the course of their careers. 

Courses are strongly underpinned by the AITSL Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers or the Australian Professional Standard for 
Principals. Courses have an assessment component requiring a 
substantial action research or desktop research project to be conducted 
in the participant’s school or workplace. Projects will contribute to a 
new body of research generating new knowledge, improvements or 
solutions to NT education.

6
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Certification 

The	Centre	will	be	offering	Certifications	for	successfully	completed	
programs, starting with Level One courses in 2017. The two courses in 
each	of	these	CSL	Certifications	are	delivered	at	AQF	9,	or	University	
Level 500, being a Masters, post-graduate standard. 

Level One Certifications:

1a) Indigenous Leadership Certification

1b) Leading Teaching (specialty area) Certification in:
 a) Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM)
 b) Early Childhood Education

A	CSL	Certification	is	an	NT	qualification	recognised	by	DoE	as	
acknowledgement of post-graduate level study undertaken. Transcripts 
of completed CSL, post-graduate standard courses, will be provided 
to successful participants and held in a data base by CDU and DoE for 
future use. 

It	is	intended	that	all	levels	of	CSL	Certification,	will	be	recognised	by	
DoE, human resources division for workforce planning and placements.

Level 1
Leading Teaching

Level 2
Emerging Leaders

Level 3
Executive Leaders
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Pathways to University

Post Graduate Certificates

At	Level	One,	participants	undertake	two	Masters	(Level	500)	courses	
delivered part-time and on-line in semester one and semester two of 
the	same	year.	Courses	are	delivered	by	CSL/CDU	staff	and	attract	10	
credit	points	each	towards	CDU	qualifications.	This	equals	one	half	
of	a	CDU	Graduate	Certificate	or	one	quarter	of	a	Masters	Degree	in	
Education	International	(MEd(I).

CDU	will	be	offering	Graduate	Certificates	from	2018	for	completers	of	
the	CSL	Certification	to	continue	their	studies	using	their	20	credits	of	
advance standing. 

To	attain	a	Graduate	Certificate	recipients	enrol	in	CDU	for	a	further	
two units of their choice from those available. CDU enrolment will 
attract the normal fees. Courses delivered by CSL will come at no cost 
to	eligible	DoE	employees	meaning	one	half	of	the	Graduate	Certificate;	
university-qualification	is	free	to	participants.

New	CDU	Graduate	Certificates	from	2018:	
Graduate Certificate in Indigenous Leadership
Graduate Certificate in Leading Teaching (Specialty Area)
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Master of Education International (MEd(I)

All	courses	delivered	by	CSL	will,	in	years	to	come,	be	offered	at	the	
same	AQF	9	or	Level	500	university	standard.	Credit	from	these	will	
automatically qualify for 10 credit points each and a university grade. 

A	Post-Graduate	Certificate	is	essentially	equivalent	in	standard,	scope	
and assessment load to a Masters level unit. 

If	students	completing	the	two	courses	of	the	Level	One	Certification	
wish	to	proceed	directly	to	a	Masters	qualification	they	will	be	similarly	
eligible	for	20	credit	points	being	one	quarter	of	the	MEd(I).
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Developmental	stages	of	CSL	Certification	Programs	 
Related	to	Spheres	of	Influence	in	the	 
ACEL Leadership Capability Framework

1 2 3 4

Influencing	
within and 
beyond the 
classroom

Influencing	
within and 

beyond team

Influencing	
within and 

beyond school

Influencing	
within and 

globally 
beyond school

A Stepped Career Pathway in Leadership 
Development

Level 2
School	Leadership	Certification

Level 3
Advanced	Principal	Certification

Level 4
Regional and 

System Leader 
Certification

Level 1
Leading Teaching 
Certification	and	

Indigenous Leadership 
Certification
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Level One

Leadership Programs

Two courses comprise each CSL Certification: 
- Indigenous Leadership Certification
- Leading Teaching Certification (STEM) 
- Leading Teaching Certification: Early Childhood Education

-	 Both	courses	for	each	certification	will	be	made	available	in	2017:	
one in each semester.

- Every course is at the Australian Qualifications Framework, Level	9,	
being	university	Level	500	and	is	therefore	shaped	by	definitive,	high	
standards of research and assessment requirements that cannot be 
compromised for advance standing credits.

-	 The	NT	CSL	Certification	is	equal to 20 credit points at CDU Level 
500	being:	

	 -	 half	of	a	CDU: Graduate Certificate in Education 
 - or a quarter of a Master of Education International (MEd(I)

-	 CDU	will	offer	the two Graduate Certificates (p.8) in 2018 allowing 
students to move straight into a university enrolment at the 
completion of the CSL course if desired.

- Courses are made available to participants in any location in the NT 
and some locations in Asia. 
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Indigenous Leadership Certification

Two courses comprise a CSL Indigenous Leadership Certification. 

1) CSL-IL11 – Schoolwide Planning and Pedagogy for Indigenous 
Learners Semester 1

2) CSL- IL12 – Building School-Wide Cultures in Indigenous Provision 
Semester 2

Delivery – The courses are delivered through Moodle and weekly 
Webinar	sessions	(out	of	school	hours)	that	will	allow	all	participants	
to engage simultaneously. 

Duration	–	One	year:	two	semesters.

Participants – Teachers performing at lead teacher standard, senior 
teachers or assistant principals.

Assessment – Based on participation, research and written 
requirements	in	line	with	AQF	9,	Masters	level.

Application Process – Applicants will be invited to address selection 
criteria at the lead teacher level of Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers,	located	at:	http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-
standards-for-teachers/standards/list

Applicants will need a recommendation from their principal and the 
regional director.

Forms are available on our website https://cdu.edu.au/csl
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Leading Teaching Certification  
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM; primary or secondary)

Two courses comprise a CSL Leading Teaching Certification (STEM). 

1) CSL-STEM51 – STEM Leading Pedagogy and  
Indigenous Knowledges Semester 1

plus
2) CSL- STEM52 – Leading Pedagogical Content Knowledge,  

Chemical and Physical Sciences Semester 2
or
2) CSL- STEM53 – Leading Pedagogical Content Knowledge,  

Earth and Space Sciences Semester 2

Delivery – The courses are delivered through Moodle and weekly 
Webinar	sessions	(out	of	school	hours)	that	will	allow	all	participants	
to engage simultaneously. 

Duration	–	One	year:	two	semesters.

Participants – Teachers performing at lead teacher standard, senior 
teachers or assistant principals.

Assessment – Based on participation, research and written 
requirements	in	line	with	AQF	9,	Masters	level.

Application Process – Applicants will be invited to address selection 
criteria at the lead teacher level of Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers,	located	at:	http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-
standards-for-teachers/standards/list

Applicants will need a recommendation from their principal and the 
regional director.

Forms are available on our website https://cdu.edu.au/csl
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Leading Teaching Certification  
Early Childhood Education (ECE)

Two courses comprise a CSL Indigenous Leadership Certification. 

1) CSL-ECE41 – Contemporary Early Childhood leadership and Change 
Semester 1

2) CSL- ECE2 – Building Leadership Cultures in Early Childhood  
Semester 2

Delivery – The courses are delivered through Moodle and weekly, 
Webinar	sessions	(out	of	school	hours)	that	will	allow	all	participants	
to engage simultaneously. 

Duration	–	One	year:	two	semesters.

Participants – Teachers performing at lead teacher standard, senior 
teachers or assistant principals

Assessment – Based on participation, research and written 
requirements	in	line	with	AQF	9,	Masters	Level.

Application Process – Applicants will be invited to address selection 
criteria at the lead teacher level of Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers,	located	at:	http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-
standards-for-teachers/standards/list

Applicants will need a recommendation from their principal and the 
regional director. 

Forms are available on our website https://cdu.edu.au/csl
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Level Two 

Tomorrows School Leaders Program
One twelve month course for twenty participants in 2017

Delivery – The Course will be delivered in a mixed mode including a 
total of six days of face to face learning in day long workshops. 

Duration – Twelve months; April 2017 – March 2018 2017 

Participants – Senior teachers, or assistant principals or teaching or 
new principals.

Assessment – Based on participation, research and written 
requirements	at	AQF	9,	Masters	Level.	Students	will	be	required	to	do	a	
presentation	of	their	final,	action	research	project	for	their	peers.

Application Process – Applicants will be invited to address selection 
criteria	at	the	first	proficiency,	profile,	level	of	three	‘professional	
practice’ areas of the Australian Professional Standard for Principals, 
located	at:	http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standard-
for-principals .

Applicants will need a recommendation from their principal and the 
regional director. 

Forms are available on our website https://cdu.edu.au/csl
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Level Three

Executive Development for Educational 
Leaders Program
One twelve month course with limited availability in 2017

Delivery – The course will be delivered in a mixed mode including a 
total of six days of face to face workshops 

Duration – Twelve months

Participants – High performing principals and system leaders

Assessment – Based on participation, research and written 
requirements	at	AQF	9	(Masters	Level).	Students	will	be	required	to	do	
a	presentation	for	their	peers	and	DoE	executive	staff	informed	by	their	
research paper

Application Process – Apply to your Regional Director

All participants’ work will be published in book form by the Centre for 
School Leadership.
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Level Four

Regional and System Level Leaders 
Certification
Not available in 2017
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