
The School of Environment offers a range of specific 
opportunities to develop field, technical and practical skills 
during undergraduate and postgraduate study. 

We hope each student takes the opportunity to build professional, 
technical and other skills (such as team work, cross-cultural  
and communication skills) by including intensives in their study 
plan. Unit information subject to change.

INTERNATIONAL INTENSIVES

Eastern Indonesian Field Intensive (EIFI)/Engineering Field 
Intensive (EIEFI) SP2
Nusa Cendana University, Kupang, West Timor, Indonesia

In-country field intensive for students interested in natural 
resources management, livelihoods and rural development 
issues and practice. Students will work on real issues in 
rural communities in eastern Indonesia during a two week 
field studies placement in West Timor, Indonesia.

Central Java Field Intensive (CJFI) SP2
Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, Java, Indonesia

Students will complete a 3-4 week study program with the 
Faculty of Biology at UGM, where they will study and 
research under the supervision of a UGM academic staff 
member. Students will focus on a project in tropical zoology, 
tropical botany, tropical biodiversity or biodiversity 
management. 

Brazilian Amazon Field Intensive (BAFI) SS
National Institute for Amazon Research, Manaus, Brazil

An in-country field intensive in the Brazilian Amazon for 
students interested in applied ecology, fauna conservation, 
wildlife management and the Amazon ecosystem. Students 
will work on wildlife research, harvest, management and 
protection with a focus on freshwater turtles, during a two 
weeks field studies placement in Manaus and the Rio 
Trombetas Biological Reserve.

Galapagos Islands Field Intensive (GIFI) SS
A unique cooperation partnership between Charles Darwin 
University and the Charles Darwin Foundation on the 
Galapagos Islands will enable students enrolled in this unit 
to have hands-on experience learning about evolution, island 
biogeography, biodiversity and endemicity.
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REMOTE INTENSIVES 

Ecosystem Function: Field Studies in North Australia SP2
starts at CDU Campus, Darwin

This unit introduces the tropical savanna biome and 
landscapes of northern Australia, while developing a 
range of skills in field survey and data collection, 
management and analysis. Central to the unit is a 10 day 
field program, during which students will investigate 
environmental gradients and ecosystem function by 
assessing landforms, soil and vegetation.

Desert Field Ecology SP2 
starts at CDU Campus, Alice Springs

This advanced ecology unit focuses on the unique 
characteristics and challenges of studying ecology and 
managing environments in the Australian arid zone. The 
unit hinges on a 7-day field intensive during which 
students will be active participants in field based 
research which will contribute to ecological 
understanding of desert environments.

CAPSTAN (National Collaborative Australian Post 
Graduate Sea Training Alliance Network) SP3 
starts at Fremantle WA

National Collaborative Australian Postgraduate Sea 
Training Alliance Network is a national post-graduate 
at-sea training initiative on CSIRO’s Marine National 
Facility research vessel RV Investigator.

DARWIN BASED INTENSIVES

Natural Resources and Indigenous Livelihoods S3
This unit explores the synergies between natural 
resource-based enterprise development and local and 
Indigenous livelihoods. It features a 5 day, Darwin-based, 
intensive which includes field trips to experience 
first-hand natural resource based enterprise in a variety 
of cultural, environmental and commercial settings.

Environmental Microbiology S3
This unit focusses on the use of DNA based approaches 
to understand the ecology of microorganisms. Through 
the use of a case study approach and hands on 
laboratory experience students will be introduced to the 
current techniques used to measure how 
microorganisms respond to changes in the environment.

Remotely Piloted Aircraft: Learning to Fly and Survey SP2
This course will introduce students to the rapidly and 
evolving application of remotely piloted aircraft systems 
(RPAS), commonly known as drones or UAV,s. This 
rapidly evolving technology is now widely used in the 
environment sector and a diversity of other vocations, 
including disaster and emergency management, mineral 
resource extraction, agriculture, and media.
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