
 > We are ranked in the world’s top 2% 

universities and the Top 100 universities 

under 50 years old (Times Higher 

Education).

 > We are a young dynamic university 

surrounded by the most spectacular and 

fascinating natural environments in 

Australia.

 > We are at the forefront of research into 

costal, marine and freshwater ecology 

and management, wildlife conservation, 

and management of natural resources. 

Reuters ranks us in the top 4 in Australia 

for research quality in Environmental 

Science and Ecology.

 > Our degrees are internationally 

respected.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

A Masters in Environmental Management is 

indicative of a high level of professional 

capability, and opens the door to a wide range 

of employment opportunities:

 > In environmental and natural resource 

management policy development and 

program leadership

 > In international development and 

environmental management with 

government agencies and non-

government organisations (NGOs)

 > In leadership roles with regional natural 

resource management bodies

 > In management roles in the resources 

and energy sector

 > In strategic roles in environmental NGOs

 > In Indigenous land and sea management 

organisations

 > In environmental consulting roles in a 

wide range of firms, from global to local

Students with consistently high grades, 

including in their research project, may be 

eligible for admission to a PhD, for those 

wishing to pursue a career in research.

Master of  
Environmental ManagementSATAC COURSE CODE

1CM089 (CS) 
1CM589 (FF) 

CAMPUS

Casuarina

MODE

Internal, External

DURATION

2 Yrs F/T, Equiv P/T

SEMESTER INTAKE

S1, S2

OTHER INFORMATION

LANGUAGE 

IELTS 6.5 or better with no band 

less than 6, or equivalent

FEES 

(CS) Commonwealth supported; 

(FF) Full fee paying
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COURSE OUTLINE

This course is designed for existing and future professionals, 

and covers the theory, principles and practices of 

environmental management, including a focus on the social 

context within which environmental management is practised. 

Case studies typically focus on the context of wet-dry and 

semi-arid tropical ecosystems. However, the skills, concepts 

and applications covered in this course are also relevant to 

other ecosystems. 

We provide a flexible program that caters to the needs of 

individual students.  The flexibility of unit selection means 

students can undertake the course fully externally or internally, 

or a combination of both, depending on unit selection.  

Internally enrolled students attend tutorials on campus, while 

external students study online from anywhere in Australia. 

While all candidates will enrol in the Masters program, 

alternative exit points are available after one semester of study 

(Graduate Certificate) or two semesters of study (Graduate 

Diploma), subject to the candidate completing two or four 

suitable core subjects, respectively.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The Master of Environmental Management consists of 160 

credit points drawn from specialist elective units, a research 

project and general elective units from Charles Darwin 

University or from university partners including James Cook 

University, Murdoch University, or elsewhere with approval.  

Specialist Electives: These units capture the primary content 

focus and skills of the program as a whole:

 > Ecology and Management of Tropical Forests and 

Savannas,

 > Statistical Methods for Impact Analysis,

 > Community Engagement for Biosecurity and NRM,

 > Environmental Planning and Policy,

 > Aquatic Resource Management.

Elective units:  These can be chosen from among units 

focussing on spatial science, fire ecology, invasive species 

ecology, Natural Resources and Livelihoods (includes an 

intensive), Tropical Wetland and Coastal Management, or 

opportunities via industry placements.

Research project:  Students design, develop and implement a 

one-semester research project with support and supervision 

from CDU research staff and other professionals. Many of the 

projects are developed in collaboration with research and 

environmental management agencies, exposing students to 

professional practices in research and management. Students 

may also choose a research project in their workplace. 

ADVANCED STANDING

Students with a bachelor degree in a directly related area, such 

as environmental science, may be eligible for credit transfer of 

up to 40 credit points of electives towards their Master of 

Environmental Management. Students entering the program 

from an alternative discipline will be required to complete the 

full 120 credit points of coursework.

ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE/PRE-REQUISITES

For entry to this program applicants must have successfully 

completed a recognised bachelor degree or equivalent in a 

relevant field, such as biological science, environmental 

science, geography or other discipline as deemed appropriate.

An applicant’s relevant professional experience may also be 

considered, if that applicant holds a degree that is not in the 

disciplines listed above.

FURTHER POST GRADUATE OPTIONS

The Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods 

(RIEL) based at CDU (www.riel.cdu.edu.au) is known for 

world-class scholarship and scientific research. Postgraduate 

study with CDU and RIEL is an exciting opportunity for students. 

Upon completion of this course, depending on grades, MEM 

graduates may be eligible to commence a PhD.

COURSE CONTACT

For further information about the MEM, please contact the 

Course Coordinator: environment@cdu.edu.au or 08 8946 6781.
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