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Master of Nursing (Nurse Practitioner) 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
What is different about the Master of Nursing (Nurse Practitioner) to a standard Masters of Nursing? 
The Master of Nursing (Nurse Practitioner) (MNNP) has been established to support nurses with advanced practice 
and a specialist qualification in their speciality area to move into extended practice in their speciality area. It has been 
accredited by the Nursing & Midwifery Board of Australian (NMBA) as a course leading to authorisation as an NP.   
 
If I am already an experienced nurse in a specialty area, can I apply for NP status without completing a 
Nurse Practitioner Masters course? 
Probably not, however there is still some ‘grandfathering’ available. The title ‘Nurse Practitioner’ is a protected title and 
only a person who is authorised as a nurse practitioner by the NMBA is entitled to legally call him or herself a nurse 
practitioner.  
 
Does that mean I must apply for registration as a NP through the NMBA once I have finished the 
course? 
Yes. Graduates can apply for authorisation as NPs through the NMBA process.  You can find further details on the 
NMBA website. 
 
Do all States and Territories have the same requirements? 
Yes.  Since national registration started in 2010, all graduates/applicants must apply for registration through the NMBA 
and demonstrate their ability to meet the NMBA (2006) National competency standards for Nurse Practitioners in 
order to qualify for authorisation as an NP http://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/Codes-and-Guidelines.aspx  
 
How much experience do I need in my specialty area to become a NP? 
All NP candidates must have at least three years clinical experience in their specialty and a Graduate Diploma in their 
specialty area to gain admission to the course. You should be an advanced nursing clinician prior to commencing this 
course.  
 
If I am already an advanced nursing clinician how will I benefit from the NP course? 
The MNNP has a strong clinical focus and will provide opportunities to extend your knowledge and skills to enable you 
to confidently and competently fill the role of Nurse Practitioner. The course is built on the NMBA National 
Competency Standards for Nurse Practitioners. It will help you build your advanced and extended clinical practice and 
clinical leadership within cross-cultural clinical practice while also developing an NP role in your clinical setting.   
 
How long is the MNNP course? 
2 years part time / mixed mode (external with intensives in some units).  The course is only available in part time 
mode to provide a structured and supported transition into the NP role.  
 

What are the course fees? 
The MNNP is a Commonwealth Grant Supported course so the course fees are set each year based on the 
Commonwealth requirements.  For more information see the CDU website.  
 

Are there any scholarships available? 
Yes. Scholarships are available through the RCNA.  For employees of the NT Dept of Health, study assistance is 
available. Other states and territories have candidacy and scholarship support – check with your state Dept of Health.  



Sept 2013 

 

 

Do I need to be employed during the duration of the course? 
Yes, you must be employed in your specialty area at least .6 EFT and have the support of your employer.  
 

Why do I need the support of my employer? 
Employer support is required for the MNNP to ensure that you will be able to undertake the extended practice 
development that is an essential component of the NP role. Further Information for Clinical Employers can be found at 
the School of Health Postgraduate Nursing website. 
 

Do I need a clinical mentor? 
You will need a clinical mentor, usually a medical practitioner or authorised NP who will support you in developing the 
extended clinical practice components of the NP role.  In addition we will help you find a Support NP, an authorised 
and experienced NP in your clinical speciality who will assist you with the professional journey from advanced practice 
to NP.  Further information on clinical support including a downloadable MNNP Clinical Mentor/Support NP Handbook 
can be found at the School of Health Postgraduate Nursing website 
 

How many clinical hours are involved in the NP course? 
There are no specified hours but you must be employed in your specialty area at least .6 EFT or 6 full shifts per 
fortnight. 
 

Am I able to study the course if I reside and practice outside of the NT? 
Certainly, as long as you have the support of your employer and access to a clinical mentor. You will need to travel to 
the NT for one face-to-face workshop each year. 

 
The following table provides the recommended study plan for the MNNP  

YEAR ONE 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

HEA511Context for extended health practice HEA520 Extended practice 1 

HEA513 Advanced client assessment HEA530 Pharmacotherapeutics for extended practice

YEAR TWO 

Semester 3 Semester 4 

HEA409 Practice evaluation strategies HEA540 Extended practice 2 

HEA514 Diagnostic reasoning and clinical decision making Specialist elective 

If I already have a Masters of Nursing, how many further units do I need to complete the requirements 
of the MNNP? 
The amount of credit you receive will depend on the type of units you have completed in your Masters of Nursing. For 
further information see CDU FAQs What is credit transfer?  
 
I’m interested! How do I apply? 
Admission is processed by SATAC GradStart www.satac.edu.au course code 1CM036. You can apply online.  

Once you have completed your SATAC application, download the MNNP Application and Health Service Support 
Agreement and MNNP Clinical Mentor Nomination from the School of Health Postgraduate Nursing website.  Submit 
these forms and your current CV to admissions@cdu.edu.au  

Contact details 
For further information regarding the MNNP contact the Academic Liaison Unit:  

T. 08 8946 7357 

E. alu@cdu.edu.au  

W. http://www.cdu.edu.au/health/postgraduate-nursing  

 

For enrolment procedures, closing dates and other administrative issues please contact Student Services  

T. 1800 061 963 

E. student.admin@cdu.edu.au  

W. www.cdu.edu.au/contact-us 
  


