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Welcome
Those of us who call Darwin home know there’s something truly exceptional about the 
place – just as there is with its university. We share in the powerful legacy of one of the 
world’s greatest thinkers – Charles Darwin, who caused a sensation globally with his ideas 
on the origins of species.

As the only university anywhere to carry his name, and headquartered in one of the 
few cities in the world named in his honour, Charles Darwin’s legacy and our unique 
connection to him are things we are proud to acknowledge and celebrate.

The Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner brings together the business and university 
communities, the “Town” and the “Gown”, to acclaim our great namesake and the role the 
University has in securing the collective future of Darwin City and the Territory.

This annual event occurs in concert with International Darwin Day, which has a vast program 
of celebrations around the anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birthdate, 12th February, 1809. 
The achievements of Charles Darwin are a celebration of human curiosity and ingenuity, 
which have contributed significantly to the advancement of humanity.  

The Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner is the highlight of several important and growing 
Darwin Day initiatives we have in place locally to recognise this remarkable man and our 
remarkable home. The City of Darwin and the University both emerged from humble 
beginnings and have evolved over time: the City is now widely heralded as the Capital City 
of Northern Australia while the University is ranked in the top 2% of universities in the world.

The University works closely with all sectors of the community to meet the Territory’s 
needs for tertiary education and skills training, and we provide much of the knowledge 
and human capital that together make the foundation for the prosperous and 
sustainable development of this unique part of the world. 

The Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner celebrates these successes and the contribution that 
Charles Darwin University is proud to make to our community.

We invite you to support your university and to join in the celebration of our great 
namesake, by sponsoring the 2018 Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner on 12th February.

This is a powerful way for you to contribute to our community, to invest in the Northern 
Territory’s future, and to improve countless lives through increased opportunities in 
education, training and research.

“Doing what little one can to increase the general 
stock of knowledge is as respectable an object of 
life, as one can in any likelihood pursue” 

- Charles Darwin 



Message from  
the Chief Minister
I am delighted to invite you to support the Charles Darwin 
Black Tie Dinner on 12 February 2018. We are indeed 
fortunate to have Charles Darwin as the namesake of the 
Territory’s capital city as well as our University. Charles 
Darwin’s work was pioneering and his legacy is extraordinary. 

In the Territory, we still have a pioneering spirit and are open to discovering new things 
and being innovative in a way that embodies Charles Darwin’s approach to solving 
the great mystery of life on earth. To carry on in Darwin’s footsteps we need a strong 
and vibrant University to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to meet the 
opportunities and challenges of the future. Your support will help to achieve this.

The Honourable Michael Gunner MLA
Chief Minister 

Message from  
the Lord Mayor
The City of Darwin acknowledges and celebrates our 
connection to eminent scientist Charles Darwin and invites 
you to support the Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner in 2018. 
This special occasion is an opportunity to not only reflect on 
and celebrate our namesake, but to support Charles Darwin 

University and its important role in the fabric of Territory community life.

The Right Worshipful The Lord Mayor of Darwin, Kon Vatskalis

Charles Darwin University Foundation 
The Charles Darwin University (CDU) Foundation celebrates 25 years of supporting the 
Northern Territory’s own University in 2018.

The Foundation’s core aim is to connect Charles Darwin University with the wider 
community and to build and maintain relationships with individuals, families, businesses 
and institutions interested in supporting the University and its students, staff, research 
programs and infrastructure. Foundation member support and fundraising enables the 
University to fund projects beyond those possible through government contributions 
alone. The Foundation also supports disadvantaged students and advances the 
University’s social justice objectives. One hundred percent of the funds raised by the 
Foundation go towards projects that ultimately enhance student outcomes.

Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner 
The Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner 2018 is a CDU Foundation event to engage the 
community in supporting the important work of Charles Darwin University and to 
celebrate the remarkable legacy of our namesake, Charles Darwin. 

The inaugural Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner on 12 February 2017 was a gala event, with 
200 guests and excellent entertainment from singer Mirusia Louwerse and inspirational 
speaker Nigel Collin.

The 2018 Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner promises to be an even more outstanding 
celebration.

Key reasons for you to sponsor the Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner in 2018:

•  Support for your University and its important role in the community and the 
Territory’s future

•  Ability to leverage this event’s marketing campaign to promote your brand  
and organisation

•  Opportunity to affiliate your brand/organisation with a very positive and unique 
community event. 



Sponsorship 
You can choose from a range of sponsorship categories outlined below. Each comes 
with the option of inclusive one year CDU Foundation membership (see cdu.edu.au/
foundation). Foundation members receive invitations to a range of excellent Foundation 
events and civic occasions hosted by the University, including discounted rates for 
Darwin Symphony Orchestra performances. 

Sponsorship amounts below are in Australian dollars and are exclusive of GST. Sponsors 
also have the option of committing now to future sponsorship of this event.

CHARLES DARWIN EVOLUTIONARY SPONSOR - $50,000

Benefits include:

•  Opportunity to change a student’s life, through a scholarship named after 
the sponsor and announced at the dinner

• Eight Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner Tickets

• Invitation for eight guests to an exclusive pre dinner cocktail function 

• Evolutionary level membership of the CDU Foundation

•  Your company logo or name hyperlinked and acknowledged as an 
Evolutionary Sponsor on the dinner registration website and on all 
promotional materials

•  Specific acknowledgment as an Evolutionary Sponsor by all speakers at  
the dinner

• Opportunity to give a short speech at the dinner

• Opportunity to provide two free standing banners at the dinner.

PLATINUM SPONSOR - $10,000

Benefits include:

• Eight Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner Tickets

• Invitation for eight guests to an exclusive pre dinner cocktail function 

• Platinum level membership of the CDU Foundation

•  Your company logo or name hyperlinked and acknowledged as a Platinum Sponsor 
on the dinner registration website and on all promotional materials

• Specific acknowledgment as a Platinum Sponsor by all speakers at the dinner

• Opportunity to give a short (1-2 minute) speech at the dinner

• Opportunity to provide a free standing banner at the dinner.

GOLD SPONSOR - $5000

Benefits include:

• Four Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner Tickets

• Invitation for four guests to an exclusive pre dinner cocktail function 

• Gold level membership of the CDU Foundation

•  Your company logo or name hyperlinked and acknowledged as a Gold Sponsor on the 
dinner registration website and on all promotional materials

•  Specific acknowledgment as a Gold Sponsor by the Master of Ceremonies at the dinner

• Opportunity to provide a free standing banner at the dinner.

SILVER SPONSOR - $1000

Benefits include:

• Two Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner Tickets

• Silver level membership of the CDU Foundation

•  Your company logo or name hyperlinked and acknowledged as a Silver  Sponsor on 
the dinner registration website and on all promotional materials.

BRONZE SPONSOR - $500

Benefits include:

• One Charles Darwin Black Tie Dinner Ticket

• Individual level membership of the CDU Foundation

•  Your company logo or name hyperlinked and acknowledged as a Bronze Sponsor on 
the dinner registration website and on all promotional materials.



SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Please indicate what name or logo you wish to be used for promotional purposes and 
email a high quality image of your logo to CDU.Foundation@cdu.edu.au 

r	I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions

Signed: Date: 2017

Please print name of signatory here
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Sponsorship Selection (X)

r	EVOLUTIONARY - $50,000

r	PLATINUM - $10,000 r	GOLD - $5000

r	SILVER - $1000  r	BRONZE - $500

r	Multiple Year Sponsorship (you will be contacted for further information)

Contact Details

Name

Company / Organisation

ABN

Contact Person 

Phone / Mobile

Email

Postal Address

Sponsorship at a Glance

SPONSORSHIP CONFIRMATION

Please confirm your sponsorship by completing and signing the Sponsorship 
Application Form and the Terms and Conditions. To ensure the maximum exposure, 
confirmed participation at the earliest date possible is encouraged.

Please forward your completed form to:

CDU Foundation 
External Relations 
Charles Darwin University
Darwin NT 0909

Or email to CDU.Foundation@cdu.edu.au

For phone enquiries about sponsorship, please call the University Secretary,  
Ross Springolo, on 8946 7790.

Return on  
investment 

Evolutionary 
$50,000

Platinum
$10,000

Gold
$5,000

Silver 
$1,000

Bronze
$500

Named student 
scholarship ü – – – –

Dinner tickets 8 8 4 2 1

Cocktail function 8 8 4 – –

Foundation 
membership ü ü ü ü ü

Speaking slot ü ü – – –

Acknowledgment  
by all speakers ü ü – – –

Acknowledgement 
by MC ü ü ü – –

Logo on promotions ü ü ü ü ü

Banner at dinner 2 1 1 – –

This form can be returned by mail free of charge to:

Charles Darwin University Foundation
Reply Paid 40146
CHARLES DARWIN UNIVERSITY
DARWIN NT 0909

Or a scanned copy can be emailed to CDU.Foundation@cdu.edu.au



SPONSORSHIP TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

•  Sponsorship payment must be made within 30 days of the applicant receiving an 
invoice for payment. Payments can be made in installments if necessary. Please 
contact Ross Springolo (T: 8946 7790) on application if this option is required. 

•  Sponsors will be provided with an acknowledgement letter and tax invoice/
receipt for their sponsorship. Sponsors are encouraged to consult with tax 
professionals on the tax deductibility of their sponsorships.

•  Sponsorship entitlements will not commence until payment has been received. 
Should this occur after design and printing of promotional materials, such as the 
dinner booklet, have been finalised, the University is not obliged to redesign or 
reprint materials with the new sponsor’s logo/brand. Logos and brands will be 
updated on electronic promotional materials following receipt of payment.

•  Charles Darwin University reserves the right to refuse offers of sponsorship or 
cancel a sponsorship that it considers is not in the best interests of the University 
or the Charles Darwin University Foundation.

•  Acceptance of sponsorship does not imply University endorsement of a product, 
company or organisation and sponsors may not use sponsorship of this event as 
evidence of such.

•  Refunds for cancellation of sponsorship once payment has been made will only 
be considered in exceptional circumstances and may be subject to a cancellation 
charge dependent on the amount of notice given prior to the holding of the event.

•  The University reserves the right to decide the size and location of sponsor’s 
brands and logos on promotional materials and the location of sponsor’s banners 
at the dinner. 

•  The sponsor agrees to provide the University with suitably high quality images of 
logos and brands for use on promotional materials.

•  The University will not allow exclusivity of one sponsor over another.

•  The University reserves the right to change the venue, date or duration of this event 
should exceptional circumstances demand. Sponsors will be immediately notified of 
any changes to the event as understood at the time of sponsorship confirmation. 

•  Additional Terms and Conditions for the Charles Darwin Evolutionary Sponsor 
scholarship will be made available on request.
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Charles Darwin University
Darwin, Northern Territory 0909
Australia
T: +61 8 8946 7770
W: cdu.edu.au/foundation
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