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Abridged Update – Summary of CDU partnership activities in Timor-Leste as at March 2012 
 
RESEARCH INITIATIVES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Survey and Mapping of the 
Coastal-Marine Habitats of 
Timor- Leste.  
 
CDU Contacts: Dr Stefan Maier 
(RIEL)  and Professor Karen 
Edyvane( ATRF and SELS) 
 

Survey and mapping of the coastal and 
marine habitats of the north and east 
coast of Timor Leste (from Dili to Jaco 
Island, and also, Lore (Boggs et al. 
2009).  Collaborative project with NT 
Government and MAF.   

Mapping of north and east coast 
completed in 2009 (Boggs et al. 
2009). 
 
2011-2012 - additional funding 
(AusAID-SEWPaC) has recently 
been secured to finalise coastal 
and marine habitat mapping, 
particularly the south coast, west 
of Dili and Atauro Island.  

CDU, NRETAS, AIMS and MAF Boggs G, Edyvane K, de Carvalho N, 
Penny S, Rouwenhorst J, 
Brocklehurst P, Cowie I, Barreto C 
Amaral, Smit N, Monteiro J, Pinto P, 
Mau R, Amaral J, Fernandes L.  
2009.   
 
Marine and Coastal Habitat Mapping 
in Timor-Leste (North Coast) – Final 
Report.  

Coastal and Marine Biodiversity 
Datasets, Decision Support 
Systems in Timor-Leste.  
 
Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL) and 
Shane Penny (ATRF and RIEL). 
 

CDU, NRETAS and AIMS have 
collected and analysed much of the 
existing coastal and marine data for 
Timor-Leste.   
 
This data is critical to support coastal 
and marine spatial planning and NRM 
management.   
 
Training in information management 
and also, the development of decision 
support systems, is a high priority for 
Timor-Leste. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an ongoing, long-term, 
capacity-building project with 
MAF.   
 

CDU, NRETAS and AIMS  
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RESEARCH INITIATIVES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Monitoring Local Government 
Reform in Timor-Leste. 
 
CDU Contacts: Associate 
Professor Dennis Shoesmith, 
School of Creative Arts and 
Humanities (SCAH); 
Associate Professor David 
Mearns, SCAH and Dr Steven 
Farram, SCAH. 

The project aimed to monitor the new 
system of municipal and village (suco) 
local government in Timor-Leste to be 
established over 2009-2010. 
 
It builds on a pilot study of the October 
9 2009 village elections conducted with 
involvement by the World Bank (Timor-
Leste). The establishment of the 
municipalities has now been postponed 
and the researchers are now focussing 
on the national elections to be held in 
2012 and their aftermath. 
 

TLSA conference in Bacau, June 
2011. 
 
Elections 2012. 

Dr Lene Ostergaard, World 
Bank Justice for the Poor 
program. 
Director Inoue, UNDP local 
government program. 
Director Miguel Carvalho, 
Ministry of State Administration. 
Dr Faustino Cardoso, 
Commission on National 
Elections. 
Silas Everett, Asia Foundation 
(Dili). 
Fernanda Borges, Chair 
Committee A National 
Parliament. 
AusAID representative. 
National University of Timor-
Leste (UNTL) 

The researchers are preparing a joint 
publication and papers to be 
presented at the Baucau conference. 
 
Strengthen collaboration with partner 
agencies. 

Improvement of Cashew Crop in 
East Timor 
 
CDU Contacts: Dr Renkang 
Peng, Principal Researcher, 
Research Institute for the 
Environment and Livelihoods 
(RIEL); Professor Keith 
Christian, (RIEL) and Professor 
Karen Gibb, (RIEL). 

Approx 500,000 cashew trees were 
planted in TL in the 1990’s and now 
only 125,000 trees remain due to the 
lack of farm management. Yields from 
the existing trees are 270 – 300kg/ha, 
which is very low compared to the 
international average. The opportunity 
exists for TL to develop its cashew 
industry to earn export earnings and to 
improve small holder incomes and 
alleviate poverty by increased 
employment. 

5 years RIEL and the TL Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MAF). 

x To produce organic 
cashews;  

x To create 1600 ha of new 
cashew orchards with high 
yielding varieties; 

x To improve the productivity 
of 800 ha of existing cashew 
orchards; 

x To train 16 cashew ICI 
program trainers and 800 
cashew farmers with full 
knowledge of cashew 
production; 

x To establish 4 village-based 
small scale cashew nut 
processing mills; and 

x To determine the best 
profitable cashew production 
line. 
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POTENTIAL RESEARCH INITIATIVES 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
? 
 
CDU Contact: Adjunct Professor 
Bob Wasson 

  Funded by the Asian 
Development Bank. 
In collaboration with Frank 
Tirendi, AIMS. 

 

National report on biodiversity 
and clearing house 
 
CDU Contact: Colin Trainor, 
School of Environmental and Life 
Sciences (SELS)

International Consultancy for NBSAP TBA TL Ministries of Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries, TL Dir 
International Environmental 
Affairs, CDU, UNDP 

Produce a Report on Biodiversity in 
Timor-Leste and set up a clearing 
house for biodiversity information  

Predicted impacts of climate 
change on groundwater 
resources in Timor-Leste 
 
CDU Contact: Dr Bronwyn 
Myers, Senior Research Fellow, 
(RIEL) 

Consultancy to Australian Dept Climate 
Change and Energy Efficiency 
(DCCEE) 

December 2011 Geosciences Australia, DCCEE, 
TL National Directorate of 
Groundwater Resource 
Management (DNGRA), NTG 

Produce a report synthesising climate 
change predictions for TL, the 
predicted impacts on groundwater 
resources, vulnerability assessments 
and potential responses. 

Oil and groundwater seepage 
that occurs along the East Timor 
coast represents an opportunity 
to explore the impact of this 
seepage on ecosystem 
processes and biodiversity. 
 
CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Gibb, RIEL. 

The processes and organisms unique to 
the oil seep affected areas would 
provide new knowledge about the 
processes and organisms that can exist 
in this unique environment.  
 
These processes at the ecosystem and 
individual levels could represent a rich 
resource of biological information that, 
once revealed, may have important 
industrial and remediation applications 
for East Timor to own and use. 

TBA School of Environmental and 
Life Sciences (SELS), TL 
Ministry for Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MAF) and the 
Australian Institute of Marine 
Sciences (AIMS). 

It is anticipated that successful 
collaborations and output from this 
project would lead to a further study 
of off-shore structures such as the 
Halimeda mounds. 

Identification of Coastal and 
Marine Ecotourism Activities and 
Alternative Livelihoods in Timor-
Leste.  
 
CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL)  

Survey of the natural, ecological and 
cultural heritage values of the north 
coast of Timor-Leste – and workshops 
with relevant agencies and tourism 
industry and key stakeholders – to 
identify key coastal-marine ecotourism 
values and also, strategies, priorities 
and actions/recommendations to 
progress ecotourism development in 
Timor-Leste.   
 
 

Project completed in 2009. 
 
Further funding being pursued to 
progress actions and 
recommendations. 
 

Collaborative project with ANU 
and also, MAF and Tourism in 
TL 

Edyvane KS, McWilliam A, Quintas J, 
Turner A, Penny S, Teixeira I, Pereira 
C, Tibirica Y, Birtles A.  2009.   
 
Coastal and Marine Ecotourism 
Values, Issues and Opportunities on 
the North Coast of Timor-Leste – 
Final Report.   
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POTENTIAL RESEARCH INITIATIVES 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Marine and Environmental Policy 
Development 
 
CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL) 

Assistance with proposed National 
Environmental Policy on Sustainable 
Development. 
 
Assistance with development of the 
proposed National Marine Biodiversity 
Conservation Policy. 
 
Assistance with a National Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) network plan.  

TBA NRETAS, CDU and NDES 
 
Funding available under CTI-
Pacific ADB RETA Program for 
Timor-Leste, and also, UNDP 
UNDP Program of Works on 
Protected Areas (PWoPA). 
 
 

 

Nino Konis Santana Park - 
Survey, Planning and 
Establishment. 
 
CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL) 

Identification of key natural, cultural, 
social and economic values of the NKS 
Marine Park; identification of key MPA 
planning and management issues (and 
actions/strategies); and proposed key 
MPA goals, IUCN definition, boundary 
and management principles and 
objectives 

Project completed in 2009.  
Long-term project, with 
management planning estimated 
to take 3 years.   
 

Collaborative project with MAF-
Fisheries and MAF-Protected 
Areas. 
 
Funding potentially available 
under the USAID (ie. Coral 
Triangle Support Program), 
UNDP Program of Works on 
Protected Areas (PWoPA). 

Edyvane K, de Carvalho N, Penny S, 
Fernandes A, de Cunha CB, Amaral 
JL, Mendes M, Pinto P.  2009.   
 
Conservation Values, Issues and 
Planning in the Nino Konis Santana 
Marine Park, Timor- Leste – Final 
Report.   
 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Government of Timor-Leste.   

Integrated Catchment 
Management (ICM) and 
Ecosystems Approach to 
Fisheries Management (EAFM) 
Planning.  
 
(Demonstration Areas – Atauro 
Island and Batugade) 

CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL) 

Training and assistance in fine-scale 
marine habitat mapping, monitoring, 
coastal resource assessment (through 
‘Reef Check’) and ecosystems 
approach to fisheries management. 
 
Training and assistance in Integrated 
Catchment Management Assessment 
(community livelihoods social surveys, 
vulnerability assessments, catchment 
assessments, water quality 
assessments, community infrastructure 
assessments). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TBA NRETAS, CDU, NDFA and 
NDES 
 
Funding potentially available 
under CTI-Pacific ADB RETA 
Program for Timor-Leste – and 
also, USAID and UNDP 
Program of Works on Protected 
Areas (PWoPA). 
 

Atauro Island and Batugade have 
both been identified as high priority 
Marine Protected Areas, for 
implementation.  CDU is currently 
working with ROLU on Atauro Island 
to secure funding for coastal-marine 
mapping, resource assessments and 
training to support spatial planning. 
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POTENTIAL RESEARCH INITIATIVES 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Marine Megafauna Surveys, 
Training and Management 
 
CDU Contact: Professor Karen 
Edyvane, (ATRF and RIEL) in 
collaboration with Prof Graham 
Webb Managing Director of 
Wildlife Management 
International (WMI) which owns 
and operates Crocodylus Park, 
Darwin. 

Monthly aerial surveys of the coastline 
of Timor-Leste to identify marine wildlife 
aggregations (ie. whales, dolphins, 
whalesharks, rays, turtles, dugongs, 
crocodiles) to support the development 
of marine mega-fauna ecotourism. 
 
Crocodile survey, assessment and 
management plan – including training in 
re-location of problem crocodiles and 
assessment of industry potential 
(farming, eggs). 
 
Shore-based survey and monitoring of 
turtle nesting areas – and assistance 
with the establishment of community-
based turtle hatchery and tourism 
program (Atauro Island, Com).  

Project completed in 2009. 
 
Further funding being pursued. 
 
Ongoing discussions with Timor 
Leste on a range of marine 
wildlife research, training and 
management projects including: 
(a) crocodile survey, assessment 
and management plan – 
including training in re-location of 
problem crocodiles and 
assessment of industry potential 
(farming, eggs); (b) shore-based 
survey and monitoring of turtle 
nesting areas – and assistance 
with the establishment of 
community-based turtle hatchery 
and tourism program (Atauro 
Island, Nino Konis Santana 
Marine Park). 

NRETAS, CDU, AIMS and MAF
 
Funding potentially available 
under the USAID (ie. Coral 
Triangle Support Program). 

Dethmers K, Chatto R, Meekan M, 
Amaral A, de Cunha C, de Carvalho 
N, Edyvane K.  2009.  
 
Marine Megafauna Surveys in Timor-
Leste: Identifying Opportunities for 
Potential Ecotourism – Final Report.  
 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Government of Timor- Leste.  
 

Intellectual Property Laws in 
Timor-Leste 
 
CDU Contact: Dr David Price, 
SLB, CDU 

Timor-Leste does not have any 
intellectual property laws essentially 
continuing to rely on Indonesian laws 
until they are eventually replaced with 
local laws. 

TBA TBA The development of a framework of 
intellectual property laws customised 
to meet the needs of Timor-Leste.  
 

CURRENT STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Project Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
PhD project: 
 
Supervisors: Dr Merrilyn 
Wasson, and Dr Dennis 
Shoesmith. 

Topic: New Geographies Old Politics: 
How Timor-Leste and China's 
International Relationship is Redefining 
21st Century Diplomacy (forthcoming).  
 

   

PhD Project: 
 
Supervisors: Dr Ian Thynne, 
FLEBA, Dr Greg Rickard, Dept of 
Health and Families, NTGovt 
and Dr Suzanne Belton (MSHR) 

Topic: Development and 
Implementation of the Timor-Leste 
Health Policy Framework 2002 – A 
Governance Analysis. 
 

2009 - 2013   
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CURRENT STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Project Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
PhD project : 
 
Supervisors: Prof Chris Austin, 
SELS; Prof Karen Edyvane 
(ATRF and RIEL) and Prof Romy 
Greiner (RIE)L and Rohan Fisher 
(RIEL) 

Topic: Climate vulnerability risk 
assessment for Timor-Leste and 
adaptation options for coastal areas of 
Dili. 
 
 

2010 - 2013 CDU Timor-Leste Capacity 
Building Research Scholarship 
administered through the Timor-
Leste Ministry of Education 
Scholarship. Features a tuition 
fee waiver by CDU and stipend 
allocation from the MOE. 

 

MRes project : 
 
Supervisors: Prof Don Fuller and 
Assoc Prof Ram Vemuri, School 
of Law and Business. 
 

Topic: The Social and Economical 
Impact of the Border Pass Agreement to 
the Community Lived in 
the Border between East Timor and 
West Timor 

2011 - 2013 CDU Timor-Leste Capacity 
Building Research Scholarship 
administered through the Timor-
Leste Ministry of Education 
Scholarship. Features a tuition 
fee waiver by CDU and stipend 
allocation from the MOE. 

 

PhD project : 
 
Supervisors: Assoc Prof Pascale 
Dettwiller (SELS) and Dr Ross 
Andrews (MSHR). 
 
 

Topic: The evaluation of essential 
medicines at health facility level and 
assessment of the use of medicines at 
community level in Timor-Leste. 

2011 - 2014 CDU MSHR and Timor-Leste 
Ministry of Health Capacity 
Building Research Scholarship.  
Feature tuition fee waiver and 
stipend allocation for period of 
study. 

 
 
 

PhD project:  
 
Supervisors: Prof Keith Christian, 
and Dr Rengkang Peng, RIEL 
and Dr Penny Wurm, SELS 
 

Topic: Integrated cashew improvement 
in Timor-Leste. 

2011 - 2014 CDU PhD scholarship for a 
qualified Timorese woman. 
Features tuition fee waiver and 
stipend allocation for period of 
study. 
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MRes project: 
 
Supervisor: Assoc Prof David 
Price, SLB 

Topic: The legality and role of private 
military and security companies with a 
particular focus on TL.   

2012 - 2013 CDU Timor-Leste Capacity 
Building Research Scholarship 
administered through the Timor-
Leste Ministry of Education 
Scholarship. Features a tuition 
fee waiver by CDU and stipend 
allocation from the MOE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OTHER STUDENTS 
Other courses students are 
currently enrolled in at Navitas 
English  or CDU  

Master of Public Governance   
MBA  
Bachelor of Commerce  
Bachelor of Teaching and Learning (Preservice)  
Bachelor of Laws  
Bachelor of Humanitarian and Community Studies  
Bachelor of Env Sci (Env Management)   
Bachelor of IT  
Bachelor of Commerce  
English + Bachelor of Accounting  
Bachelor of Engineering  
Bachelor of Environmental Science  
English + Bachelor of Creative Arts and Industries  
English + Bachelor of Accounting  
 

 

Courses from which students 
have graduated 

Master of Tropical Environmental Management.  
Master of International Management. 
Bachelor of Env Sci (Env Management) . 
Navitas English. 

 
 
 
 
 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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The ant fauna of Timor and 
neighbouring islands: potential 
bridges between the disjunct 
faunas of South-East Asia and 
Australia  
 
Contacts: Colin Trainor, SELS 
and Alan Andersen, CSIRO. 

Timor is the second largest island in the 
poorly known Wallacea biological 
hotspot. We examined biogeographic 
patterns of ant communities on Timor 
and five adjacent islands (Atauro, 
Wetar, Alor, Pantar and Lembata), and 
explored patterns of richness and 
community composition across broad 
environmental gradients (tall evergreen 
forest to grassland, originally through 
various stages of regenerating forest 
from swidden but sampling was not 
great enough to examine in detail) in 
Lautem District, Timor-Leste.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003-2010 CSIRO, Timor-Leste Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MAF). 

Journal article published in the 
Australian Journal of Zoology. 
 
 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Strengthening the capacity of 
police, health professionals and 
lawyers to understand and apply 
the new Penal Code and 
Domestic Violence Law using a 
human rights framework. 
 
CDU Contacts: Dr Suzanne 
Belton, Snr Lecturer, Menzies 
School of Health Research 
(MSHR),and Mr Jeswynn 
Yogaratnam, Principal Lecturer, 
School of Business and Law 
(SBL). 

The project will promote the rights of TL 
women and children by building the 
capacity of policy, health professionals 
and lawyers to understand their 
responsibilities under the new TL Penal 
Code and Domestic Violence Law.   
 
 

April 2010 to June 2011 
 
 
 
 

Menzies School of Health 
Research (MSHR); AusAID and 
the Judicial System Monitoring 
Programme (JSMP), Dili.�

Doctors, nurses and midwives will 
better understand the legal and social 
implications of domestic violence. 
Lawyers and police will better 
understand the legal medical and 
social implications of domestic 
violence. 
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Timor has one of the highest 
fertility rates in the world and 
related deaths due to pregnancy 
and childbirth. The law regulating 
termination of pregnancy in 
Timor-Leste is highly restrictive 
and women cannot request 
elective abortion for any reason 
– not even to preserve their 
health or save their life. 
 
CDU Contacts: Dr Suzanne 
Belton, Menzies School of Health 
Research (MSHR). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ministry of Justice and the Office 
for Promotion of Equality was 
concerned at the level of maternal 
deaths and required quality data from 
which to promulgate law and policy 
which would benefit the women of East 
Timor. 

Completed 2009. 
 

Menzies School of Health 
Research (MSHR), ALOLA 
Foundation and the United 
Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA). 

Recommendations and strategies to 
prevent unnecessary maternal deaths 
during pregnancy and childbirth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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Status of globally threatened 
Wetar Ground-dove and other 
restricted-range birds of Wetar 
Island, south-west Maluku, 
Indonesia. Official research 
under Indonesian RISTEK 
research visa in collaboration 
with LIPI, the Indonesian Institute 
of Sciences. 
 
CDU Contact: Colin Trainor, 
School of Environmental and Life 
Sciences (SELS) 

Wetar is a remote volcanic island – 
administratively part of Maluku, but lying 
50 km N of Timor. Biologically it has 
been one of the most poorly known mid-
sized islands in SE Asia primarily 
because of the difficulty of reaching the 
island, and the low human population 
with few settlements. The island is know 
to have 3 endemic birds, and harbor 
populations of many of Timor islands 
restricted-range birds. This study 
examined bird communities at point 
counts at about 10 sites, with 
opportunistic collection of ants, birds, 
mammals and reptiles, and some plants 
were collected. 

2008-2010 Columbidae Conservation – Jon 
Walker; Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences; CSIRO Darwin; 
RISTEK (The State Ministry of 
Research and Technology). 

Major update on species composition, 
biogeography and evolutionary 
history of wildlife on this remote 
island. Tech report published on web; 
Magazine article in “Burung”, 
Descriptive article in “BirdingASIA”, 
planned journal articles on avifaunal 
patterns. 
 
Wetar is one of the most intact 
islands in SE Asia, with c. 97% of 
natural tropical forest and Eucalyptus 
woodland still intact. The island has 
an extraordinarily steep topography 
which will protect natural values from 
agriculture and mines. The first 
substantial data in 100 years on the 
Wetar ground-dove and other birds 
was collected. The first exploration of 
the mountain revealed relatively few 
montane birds.  The taxonomy of 
several bird species was clarified 
based on analysis of their calls, and 
at least 2 species will be raised to full 
species. 

Survey of Black-spined Toad 
Bufo Melanostictus in Timor-
Leste 
 
CDU Contacts: Prof Chris Austin, 
School of Environmental and Life 
Sciences (SELS); Prof Keith 
Christian, (RIEL); and Mr Colin 
Trainor (SELS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirming identity, distribution, 
abundance and impacts of an invasive 
and toxic toad. 

Completed October 2009. School of Environmental and 
Life Sciences (SELS) and the 
TL Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MAF). Funded by 
AusAID 

Only the Black-spined Toad Bufo 
Melanostictus was recorded.  
Recommended that information be 
circulated within communities warning 
residents not to eat the toads. That 
further research be conducted to 
determine spread of toad and impact 
on the biodiversity of TL. TBA. 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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A multi-agency marine park 
program comprising 6 projects all 
funded by the Government of 
East Timor.  
 
CDU Contact: Dr Merrilyn 
Wasson, Australian Centre of 
Indigenous Knowledge and 
Education (ACIKE) 

This collaborative, multi-agency 
collaboration employed advanced 
mapping techniques to find the best 
sites for marine parks and small-scale, 
community-based,, tourism and  
fisheries development. 

Completed 2009. CDU (catchment hydrology); NT 
Department of Natural 
Resources, Environment and 
the Arts (NRETA) (marine parks 
and coastal ecotourism); NT 
Fisheries (fisheries 
development) and the 
Australian Institute of Marine 
Sciences (AIMS) (megafauna – 
whales, dugongs, turtles etc).  
 
Joint projects were undertaken 
on habitat mapping 
(CDU/NRETA) and catchment 
hydrology (CDU/AIMS/ANU). 

Technical reports for all 6 projects 
completed. 
 
See Boggs et al. 2009, Dethmers et 
al. 2009, Edyvane et al. 2009, 
Edyvane et al. 2009, Lloyd et al. 
2009, Alongi et al. 2009.   
 
Copies of all 6 reports available at:  
http://www.cdu.edu.au/research/atsef/ 
 

Status of terrestrial (non-volant) 
mammals and reptiles in Timor-
Leste (Timor Island) 
 
Contacts: Colin Trainor, (SELS), 
Richard Noske, (SELS) and John 
Woinarski (RIEL). 

Timor once has the most unusual 
rodent fauna on earth, with sub fossil 
remains of up to 7 giant rats, one 
estimated at 7 kg size (100,000 rodent 
bones collected from caves near 
Tutuala). Only two individual native 
rodents have been caught during the 
past 200 years on Timor island, and the 
giant rats have likely gone extinct since 
the recent arrival of man during the past 
7,000 years.  
 
Field surveys for mammals and reptiles 
were conducted on 60, 1-km transects 
in Lautem district of Timor-Leste during 
2003-2006. This covered the major 
habitats and primary and secondary dry 
and evergreen forest. 

2003-2010  Timor-Leste, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MAF); CSIRO Canberra. 

This study provided further evidence 
confirming the loss of Timor’s native 
land mammal fauna. The records of 
three apparently native shrews are 
significant, and further study is 
needed to clarify their taxonomic 
status. Most of the geckos and skinks 
recorded are widespread Asian tramp 
species. Several mountain regions in 
Timor-Leste, notably Mount Matebian 
and Ramelau, are highlighted as 
having extensive habitat above 1,500 
m, and are potential refuges for these 
rodents. 
 
Thesis chapter prepared, possible 
publication.  

The herpetofauna of Timor-
Leste: a first report  
 
CDU Contact: Colin Trainor, 
(SELS). 
 
 
 
 

A preliminary field guide to the 
amphibians and reptiles of Timor-Leste 

2004 - 2009 For more information go to: 
http://www.pensoft.net 
 

Publication: The herpetofauna of 
Timor-Leste: a first report 
 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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Impact of location, habitat type 
and forest fragmentation on the 
richness and composition on bird 
communities of Timor Island.  
 
Contacts: Colin Trainor, (SELS), 
Richard Noske, (SELS) and John 
Woinarski, (RIEL) 

Timor is the second largest island in the 
poorly known Wallacea biological 
hotspot. Timor island has a rich tropical 
forest bird fauna, including most of the 8 
endemics and 32 globally restricted-
range birds that are present. This study 
compared the richness and composition 
of birds in West versus East Timor, 
examining broad differences in the 
extent of the main forest types 
(evergreen and dry). A second chapter 
examined community patterns across 4 
main habitats (evergreen forest, dry 
forest, savanna and grassland), in 
secondary forest of both evergreen and 
dry forest. Main analyses compared the 
responses of individual bird species, 
and bird sub groups (forest birds, 
threatened birds etc) to variation in 
forest extent within 3 km of sample 
points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003-2010 BirdLife International; Timor-
Leste, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries (MAF).  

The abundance of specialised 
restricted-range birds, and 
abundance and richness of forest and 
frugivorous birds was significantly 
greater in evergreen forest. The 
evolutionary history of bird species 
(birds with many Wallacean sub-
species) and their regional 
distribution (number of Lesser Sunda 
islands occupied) varied strongly 
depending on disturbance. Strong 
extinction filters have probably 
removed some of the most 
specialised bird species on Timor 
during the past few thousand years, 
or driven them to very low densities. 
The moderate impact of forest area 
on bird species abundance 
demonstrates that the conservation of 
large areas of forest is important for 
the conservation of many species, in 
spite of their apparent resilience. 
 
Two Thesis chapters, several 
possible journal articles. 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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Biological control of two major 
weeds affecting crop and 
livestock production in East 
Timor 

CDU Contact: Tania Paul, 
Senior Lecturer, Horticulture 
and Aquaculture Group, 
Trades and Primary 
Industries�

 

 

 

Agriculture is the main source of food 
security and income for the majority of 
people in East Timor. Cropping and 
livestock productivity are threatened by 
the encroachment into cropping and 
pasture lands of two invasive weeds; 
Chromolaena Odorata and Mimosa 
Invisa. Both weeds 'choke' productive 
lands by forming dense thickets and by 
spreading rapidly once established in an 
area. The aim of the project was to 
implement an efficient, low technology 
method of collecting and disseminating 
the stem gall fly for chromolaena and 
the sap sucking psyllid for M. diplotricha 
for control of the weeds. 
 
For more information go to: 
http://aciar.gov.au/project/LPS/2003/028

Completed February 2009. Funded by the Australian 
Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) 
in association with CDU; UNTL; 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MAF), Timor-Leste; 
CRC for Australian Weed 
Management, Australia; and the 
Department of Infrastructure, 
Planning and Environment, 
Australia. 
 

Implement an efficient, low 
technology method of collecting and 
disseminating the stem gall fly for the 
biological control of major weeds 
affecting crop and livestock 
production in East Timor. 
  
Plans for a Stage II of the project are 
under consideration. 

Rehabilitation of UNTL’s  
Agriculture Faculty  

CDU Contact: Tania Paul, 
Senior Lecturer, Horticulture 
and Aquaculture Group, 
Trades and Primary 
Industries 

 

 

Rehabilitation of UNTL was a priority for 
the Government of Timor-Leste after the 
independence referendum in 1999.  
 
That rehabilitation included repairs to 
UNTL’s infrastructure including the field 
station at Hera, the purchase of new 
equipment and the development of staff 
and curricula. Also through this process 
the collaborators helped the staff to 
enhance their teaching skills. 
For further information go to: 
 
http://aciar.gov.au/project/LPS/2000/164
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2001 –  2005 ACIAR, Curtin University, CDU, 
UQ and UNTL 

The development of an institutional 
capacity base to sustain the 
University for long-term and effective 
engagement of East Timorese 
academic staff and students in the 
promotion of innovative research and 
development. 

PROPOSED CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES  

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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Tourism Development Ben Humphries to visit to scope 
potential for new tourism product and 
tourism training, as well as look at 
existing tourism product. 
 

Scheduled for February 2012, 
postponed to later 2012.  Visit for 
up to 7 days. 

Henry Yap/Ben Humphries – 
VET Tourism Lecturer 

Report on potential tourism product 
and recommendations for Tourism 
Training. 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
General Education program to 
reduce the educational gap 
between Australia and Timor-
Leste through development of 
English Literacy and Numeracy.   
 

CDU Contact: Lorraine 
Sushames, Contracts 
Manager/Lecturer  
Language Literacy and 
Numeracy Programmes 

 

Project funded through the Australian 
Defence Force International Policy 
Division, to build capacity among 
Falintil-Forças de Defesa de Timor-
Leste (F-FDTL) members. 
 
Four groups of F-FDTL personnel have 
completed this training.  
 
The project prepares  
F-FDTL personnel with the knowledge 
and skills to successfully undertake 
targeted high end/specialist courses in 
Australia and/or other English speaking 
countries. 

On-going. 
 
 

Language and Literacy Division 
at CDU, ADF and F-FDTL 

Improve spoken and written English 
language proficiency. 
Improve capacity for career 
progression. 

Trans-boundary Diagnostic 
Analysis (TDA) for the Arafura 
and Timor Seas Ecosystem 
Action Program (ATSEA) 
 
CDU Contact: Dr Natasha 
Stacey, (RIEL). 

Consultancy to build capacity building 
relating to the TDA for the ATSEA 
Program for Indonesia, Timor-Leste and 
Australia. 

Refer Other CDU Initiatives for more 
information about the Arafura and 
Timor Seas Expert Forum (ATSEF) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On-going. RIEL, Arafura and Timor Seas 
(ATSEF) Regional Secretariat, 
Indonesian Agency of Marine 
and Fisheries Research, 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries (DKP), Global 
Environment Facility. 

 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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Accounting and financial 
services training and 
consultancy as well as  
capacity building TL’s 
accountancy profession by the 
creation of an accountancy 
and business school and a 
self-regulating Institute of 
Accountants. 
 
Contacts: Prof Ram Vemuri; Prof 
Don Fuller and Mr Simon Morris, 
SLB and Assoc Prof Ruth 
Wallace, The Northern Institute. 

CDU welcomed in November 2011, 16 scholarship recipients (10 x UG; 6 x PG) to study accounting and 
where necessary, English, at CDU. All are fully funded by the Ministry of Finance Timor-Leste. 
  
CDU in collaboration with UNTL has had signed off by the Ministry of Finance a proposal to deliver 
customised numeracy, and accounting and financial services training.  The establishment of a Working Party 
is now under development prior to commencing the first stage of the project – April 2012. 
 
Funding available through the TL Human Capital Development Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 - 2015 
 
 
2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arafura and Timor Seas Expert 
Forum (ATSEF) 
 
CDU supports ATSEF through 
representation on regional and 
national steering committees 
(Prof Bob Wasson, Prof Karen 
Edyvane, Prof Romy Greiner), 
consultancy work (Dr Natasha 
Stacey) and research. 
 

The Arafura and Timor Seas Expert Forum (ATSEF) is a collaborative arrangement between government 
and non-government organisations from Indonesia, Timor-Leste and Australia that aims to address common 
research priorities and to improve management of natural resources of the Arafura and Timor Seas  

In April 2008, ATSEF was advised by the United Nations Global Environment Facility (GEF) that a funding 
bid for a project known as the Arafura and Timor Seas Ecosystem Action (ATSEA) Program had been 
approved.  The objective of the ATSEA Program is to develop the framework for integrated, cooperative, 
sustainable and ecosystem-based management of the living coastal and marine resources of the Arafura 
and Timor Seas. The ATSEA Program involves two phases – an initial (9 month) Project Preparation Grant 
phase and a four year Full Scale Program.   

 Timor-Leste through the Marine and Affairs and Fisheries Department currently chairs the ATSEF Regional 
Secretariat . 
 
 ATSEF’s five programme priorities for research collaboration are as follows: 

x Improving information on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the Arafura and Timor Seas, 
x Sustaining fish stocks, marine habitats and coastal and marine biodiversity, 
x Understanding marine, coastal, and catchment system dynamics, 
x Assisting sustainable and/or alternative livelihoods for coastal, traditional and indigenous 

communities, and 
x Improving capacity for data information, management and sharing between the littoral nations of the 

seas. 
 

In April 2008, ATSEF was advised by the United Nations Global Environment Facility (GEF) that a funding 
bid for a project known as the Arafura and Timor Seas Ecosystem Action (ATSEA) Program had been 
approved.  The objective of the Program is to develop the framework for integrated, cooperative, sustainable 
and ecosystem-based management of the living coastal and marine resources of the Arafura and Timor 
Seas.   
 
 

2008 - 2013 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
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ATSEA Project Research 
Expedition launched 

The Australian Institute of Marine Sciences’ (AIMS) research vessel, the 35m RV Solander recently 
embarked on a 5 week Arafura and Timor Seas Ecosystem Action (ATSEA) research expedition with 
scientific researchers from Indonesia, Timor-Leste and Australia on board. 
 
The aim of the expedition was for the scientists to gather information on the physical, chemical and biological 
characteristics of the Arafura and Timor Seas. 
 
The expedition is one of a number of projects being undertaken by the North Australian Marine Research 
Alliance (AIMS, CDU, ANU and the NT Government) which is working on research to sustainably develop 
and manage Darwin Harbour and NT coastal waters. 
 
 
 

30 June 2011 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES COMPLETED 

Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
English Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment and Training for 
East Timorese personnel 
working in the oil and gas 
industry. 
 
CDU Contacts: 
Lorraine Sushames and Wendy 
Kennedy, Language and Literacy 
Division 

Project to identify specific literacy and 
numeracy needs and to develop a 
contextualised literacy and numeracy 
training programme to support industry 
related training/facilitate career 
development. 

February – December 2010 CDU and Conoco Phillips. Improve spoken and written English 
language proficiency. 
Improve capacity for career 
progression. 

Approaches to Enhance Quality 
in Tertiary Teaching and 
Learning 
 
Consultancy arranged through 
AUQA as part of a project 
between the Ministry of 
Education, Timor Leste and 
AUQA.  
 
CDU Contact: Professor Charles 
Webb, Snr Dep VC and Assoc 
Prof Helen Wozniak, Academic 
Development Team, Teaching 
and Learning Quality Group 
(TLQG) 

The AUQA project is to establish a 
national quality assurance body: The 
National Commission for Academic 
Assessment and Accreditation (NCAAA) 
in Dili.  
 
As part of the AUQA project capacity 
development was identified as a key 
need for the higher education sector. 
TLQG then was contracted to deliver 
initially one 2 day workshop for 3 
representatives from all 11 higher 
education institutions. This was 
implemented on 1st and 2nd February 
2010 in Dili.  
 

2010  AUQA, TLQG at CDU, the 
Ministry of Education and 
NCAAA. 

The initial workshop was well 
attended (approx 35 attendees) with 
an inaugural speech by the Minister 
of Education HE. João Cancio 
Freitas, and supported by Sr. 
Abrãdos Santos, National Director of 
the Directorate of Higher and 
Technical Education.  
 
Dr Antonio Stella from AUQA 
attended the session as well as the 3 
new members of staff of the NCAAA. 
Evaluations indicated that the 
workshop was also well received and 
these are available for the reference 
group if needed. 

OTHER CDU INITIATIVES 
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Arafura Timor Seas Marine 
Science Symposium 
 
 

Arafura Timor Seas Marine Science Symposium, held at the national Australian Marine Science Association 
(AMSA) meeting in Fremantle, Western Australia included 16 presentations on a range of marine science 
activities and partnership projects in the ATS. 
 
The Symposium was sponsored by CDU and the ATSEA Program. 
 
The primary aims of the one-day ATS symposium were, through presentations and discussions, to: (a) 
highlight current regional marine science programs, projects and partnerships in the Arafura and Timor seas; 
(b) identify key marine science knowledge gaps and priorities; and (c) explore and identify future 
opportunities for regional marine science cooperation.  Significantly, the Symposium was introduced by 2 
keynote addresses on the ATS by Dr Tonny Wagey (Program Manager, ATSEA Program) and Lourenco 
Fontes (ATSEF Regional Secretariat, Director General, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries, Timor-Leste). 
 
Presentations from the Symposium will be published – and will comprise a significant technical output for the 
ATSEA Program. 

x 3 - 7 July, 2011, Fremantle, 
Western Australia). 

 
x Publication of the Symposium 

papers is currently in progress. 
 
 

MOU CDU – UNTL Dr Aurelio Guterres was installed as the new Rector of UNTL in January 2011.  
 
A new MOU has been negotiated with UNTL for cooperation in areas of shared interests in research, 
education and training and capacity building requirements. 
 
Approaches have been made to CDU academics for joint supervision responsibilities of UNTL PhD students.

MOU signed 18 March 2011. Expires 
18 March 2013. 

Joint 2 day research 
symposium between  CDU and 
UNTL staff 

A 2 day symposium was convened by UNTL to facilitate a broad discussion of national priorities with respect 
to research. Selected CDU faculty were invited.  The symposium was attended by the President, Prime 
Minister and Opposition leader of Timor-Leste. Further opportunities for education and research collaboration 
have resulted from this initiative. 
 
CDU Attendees:  Professor Andrew Campbell – RIEL; Dr Jacquiline Deen, MSHR; Professor Karen 
Edyvane, RIEL/ATRF; Dr Kate Golebiowska – The Northern Institute; Professor Rose McEldowney, SoH; Dr 
Renkang Peng – RIEL; Dr Dennis Shoesmith – SCAH; Dr Greg Smith, SoE; Dr Penny Wurm – SELS. Note: 
Tania Paul, VET (Horticulture and Aquaculture) was invited to participate but not able to do so due to 
teaching commitments. 

17 and 18 May 2011 

Scientific Seminar for UNTL 
students to which CDU 
students were invited 

UNTL will host its First Scientific Seminar for UNTL Students in November 2011. It is designed to stimulate 
interest by UNTL students in scientific investigation. 
 
UNTL has invited up to 10 CDU students to participate in the seminar. The key theme to be addressed by 
CDU students is The Importance of Tourism on National Development however other topics will be 
welcomed. 
 
UNTL will cover the costs of accommodation and meals. 
 
 
 
 
 

14 – 17 November 2011 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 
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Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Visiting Research Fellowships 
(VRF) – for UNTL from CDU 

3 x 3 month VRF’s as well as a 1 x 3 month Fellowship for the former Rector of UNTL  
 
Mr Valentim Ximenes - CDU collaborators: Dr Dennis Shoesmith, Dr David Mearns and Dr Steven Farram
Topic:– Local Government Reform in Timor-Leste 
 
Mr Antero Benedito da Silva CDU collaborator: Ruth Wallace 
Topic: Developing appropriate approaches to adult education in a remote indigenous context. 
 
Mr Armindo Maia CDU collaborator: Dr Steve Farram 
Topic: Nationalism and Nation Building: how nationalism can enhance nation-building in TL 
 
Dr Benjamin Corte – Real - CDU collaborator: Dr Paul Black 
Topic: Mambae Oral Traditions 
Scheduled to arrive: Second half of 2012. 

 
 
Commenced: 22 February 
Concluded: 14 May 2010  
 
Commenced: 19 July 
Concluded: 10 September 2010 
 
Commenced: 13 September 
Concluded: 3 December 2010 
 
To commenced: July 2012 To 
conclude: October 2012 

MOU  and Research 
Development Twinning 
Contract – Ministry of Health 

The MOU aims to strengthen the commitment of both the Ministry of Health and the MSHR to inform health 
practice and policy through fostering an environment supportive of evidence-based health practice and 
research in Timor-Leste; strengthening governance and technical competence in health research and use of 
data and evidence in health policy and practice in Timor-Leste; and developing a program of collaborative 
research to address critical knowledge gaps. A component of these arrangements is research support to the 
Ministry’s Research Cabinet. A situational analysis of the health research milieu of Timor-Leste is currently 
underway. 

Signed 13 April 2011 

LOI – Ministry of Tourism, 
Trade and Industry 

To establish ties of friendship and cooperation for the purposes of advancing the education and training 
interests of the Ministry 

Signed 9 November 2009 

LOI – CDU and Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries  

To establish ties of friendship and cooperation for the purpose of promoting mutual understanding and 
academic, cultural and personnel exchange. 

Signed 10 December 2008 

Other MOU’s signed Joint CDU/Navitas Ltd MOU’s have been signed with the East Timor Development Agency 
(ETDA); Dili Institute of Technology (DIT); Institute of Business (IOB); and Ministry of Tourism, 
Commerce and Industry (MCTI).�

November 2010 

MOU – CDU/Navitas and 
Ministry of Finance 

Under�discussion�and�negotiation�  

USAID Democracy and 
Governance Assessment 
(DGA) for Timor-Leste 
 
CDU Contact: Dr Dennis 
Shoesmith, SCAH 
 
 

Dr Shoesmith was engaged by USAID as a Country Expert and part of a three-member team who conducted 
a Democracy and Governance Assessment for Timor-Leste. The field work was completed over November-
December 2011 with the Report now submitted to USAID. The assessment will be used to identify priority 
areas for the USAID country strategy in Timor-Leste over the next five years. The report will be made public. 
 

2012 – 2017 as part of the USAID 
country strategy in Timor-Leste 
currently under development. 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 
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Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Diplomacy training
 
CDU contact: Dr Dennis 
Shoesmith, SCAH  

Capacity development of Ministry of Foreign Affairs staff in diplomacy training in cooperation with ANU – 
under discussion/negotiation. 

 

UNESCO National 
Commission Grants Scheme 
 
Prof Peter Kell, Assoc Prof Ruth 
Wallace, Lorraine Sushames and 
Therese Kersten 

DFAT has been advised that CDU has been successful with their application to the UNESCO National 
Commission Grants Scheme for the project “Steps to the future: A cooperative workshop and training in East 
Timor”.  CDU has been awarded $15,000 towards conducting a 2 day workshop in Timor-Leste to assist 
capacity building in English language training, teacher training, vocational education and training and literacy 
and numeracy. This success will also assist CDU in its bid to become a member of the UNESCO-UNEVOC 
network.  

2012 

Wallacea Research Group CDU is one of 22 institutions from Asia, Australia, Europe and North America engaged in research on the 
biogeography or evolution of Wallacean taxa. 
 
Wallacea is a region in Eastern Indonesia comprising thousands of islands separated by deep water straits 
from the continental islands to the West (Sundaland: Borneo, Java and Sumatra) and East (New Guinea). 
 
For more information go to:  http://www.wallacea.info/  

 

Navitas English – General 
English training of UNMIT staff 

Navitas English, Darwin, (with the cooperation of the OIS), has signed a contract with UNMIT to provide 
General English language training to groups of staff (at two weekly intervals in 2012) prior to UNMIT 
withdrawing their services at the end of the year. 

2012 

East Timor Collection Housed within the CDU Casuarina Campus Library. The collection is in the process of being digitised as part 
of the Arafura Digital Archive (AraDA) project. 

On-going 

CDU seeks to establish a 
presence in TL in partnership 
with Navitas LTD 

To advance the interests of the University in education, training and capitalise on strong relations between 
CDU, government departments and the UNTL. 

Potential education and training 
opportunities delivered in Timor-Leste 
continue to be identified and 
explored. Yet to secure a contract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSULTANCY INITIATIVES ONGOING 
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Initiative  Details Timeframe Partners Outcomes 
Under discussion - Interest in 
establishing long term 
collaboration with and support 
for science educators in 
Timor-Leste and to provide an 
opportunity for its science 
educators to share and learn 
from best practice. 

Dr Greg Smith from the School of Education at CDU is engaged with the Northern Territory Government in 
developing a Centre for Excellence in Science Education. Dr Smith and the Science Teachers Association of 
Northern Territory are very interested to establish long term collaboration with and support for science 
educators in Timor-Leste and to provide an opportunity for its science educators to share and learn from best 
practice.     
 
Of particular interest to science educators in Timor-Leste, is the upcoming National Conference of the 
Australian Science Teachers Association (CONASTA60) to be held in Darwin from the 10th – 13 July 2011. 
The Conference will be attended by national and international delegates from primary, secondary and 
university sectors of science education and will be hosted by the Science Teachers Association of the 
Northern Territory. 
 
As a first step in the development of collaborations, Dr Smith is in the process of trying to make contact with 
the appropriate staff in the Timor-Leste Ministry of Education with responsibility for high schools, so that he 
can write to them directly about this initiative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
National Conference of the Australian 
Science Teachers Association 
(CONASTA60) to be held in Darwin 
from the 10th – 13 July 2011. 

 


