UPDATE ON NT MOBILITY PROJECT RESULTS

In-depth interviews with 73 people were completed by mid-2007 for the Northern Territory Mobility Project.
This update is to thank you once again for your valuable contribution to this research. As many of you
expressed interest in knowing what would result from your participation, | would like to provide you with a
brief update on how your interviews have contributed to the results of the overall project investigating the
causes and consequences of population turnover in the Northern Territory.

In November 2007, | presented a paper co-authored with Dr Tom Wilson at the Association for Qualitative
Research Conference in Melbourne. This paper was titled “Revealing the multilayered influences on
migration decisions: insights from semi-structured interviews of in-migrants to the Northern Territory” and
presented case studies of four people who had moved to the Northern Territory. We are currently
reworking this paper for submission to an academic journal and hope it will be accepted for publication this
year.

Currently, | am working on a journal article which looks at long-term residents in a transient population so
the interviews with people who had lived in the Northern Territory for 10 years or more provide the basis for
this piece of work. In particular, | am using the interviews conducted with people who moved to the
Northern Territory as adults, rather than those who were born in the Territory or moved here with their
families when they were children. The focus of this article is on the factors which draw people to the
Northern Territory and subsequently keep them here for a number of years.

A third piece of work using the in-depth interviews focuses on the 21 interviews conducted with people over
the age of 50 years. This is a small but important sector of the Northern Territory population and the paper
focuses on the special circumstances facing the Northern Territory through its retention and loss of older
people. | hope to present this research at the Australian Population Association Conference in Alice
Springs later this year.

On Friday 7 March from 12 noon until 1 pm, | will be presenting the first of the School for Social and Policy
Research Seminars for 2008 on the preliminary results of the in-depth interviews in which you participated.
If you are in Darwin or Alice Springs (telelinked) on that day, you are welcome to attend the seminar.
Further information will be available closer to the date from our website
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/seminars.html or | can provide you with details.

Without your participation, this research would not have been possible. Thank you.
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