
The future starts today, 
not tomorrow

Vice-Chancellor’s Introduction

It’s fair to say that Charles Darwin University has had its share of hurdles over 
the years.

What is remarkable, though, is the way CDU has innovated and adapted to 
not only survive but thrive in the face of challenges ranging from funding and 
student number caps, to the NT’s small population and remoteness.

The key has been to remain truly forward-focused. Developing our hugely 
successful online study program is a perfect example of identifying growth 
opportunities, building new ways to deliver world-leading education and 
ensure our viability.

Now, we are embarking on one of CDU’s most significant milestones in 
creating a sustainable, successful and inspiring future.

Thanks to the announcement of $150m funding from the Northern Australia 
Infrastructure Facility to add to the $100m City Deal, we have the imprimatur 
to move ahead with our scheduled development process.

Our partnership with the City of Darwin, the Northern Territory Government 
and the Federal Government is an extraordinary opportunity for CDU and the 
Territory, and one we are grateful for.

The new Education and Civic Precinct in the heart of Darwin will not only bring 
major benefits and opportunities to the university, staff and students, but will 
help grow the NT economy and support the community.

It’s an exciting time and we are looking forward to delivering this new era of 
CDU with you.

Vice-Chancellor and President
Simon Maddocks
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Timeline

• City Deal funding 

• Project Manager, Capital 
Insight engaged

• Architects ARM engaged to 
deliver masterplan

• Targeted stakeholder 
engagement and workshops 

• Draft masterplan 

• Expressions of Interest for 
contractor panel 

• NAIF conditional funding
• Site preparation and 

removal of Milkwood tree 

• Implementation deed 

• Civil works start 

• Develop final concept design 

• Development Application 
lodged 

• Ongoing early works 

• Main works begin 

• Project complete 

• Semester One begins

College relocation plans

As part of the College 
relocation plans, a business 
case to move Tourism, Hospitality 
and Service Industries to the Waterfront 
Campus is currently being developed. 

Master planning for opportunities at Casuarina 
and Palmerston is underway, with Casuarina 
earmarked as a STEM precinct.



$250m secured to build the Education and 
Civic Precinct

500 additional international students required 
for 2024

1 heritage-listed boab tree at the heart of the 
precinct

35,758 students forecast for CDU by 2028

600 staff at the CBD Campus by 2028

$197.5m net public benefit from new 
campus strategy

“The new campus personifies          
  CDU’s Connect, Discover, 

  Grow plan.”

“The future lies with attracting international 
  students. Conservative third-party 
  projections show we need an additional 500 
  international students to ensure viability. 
  Given 2019’s strong increase in
  commencing international student
  enrolments at our Northern Territory
  campuses, we’re confident of success.”

“The City Deal is conditional – the   
  funds must only be used to enhance 
  the growth and vitality of the CBD.”


