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Higher Degree by Research
HDR34 – Supervisor Certification
This form to accompany a HDR Thesis at submission.
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	CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST
This checklist is for the Principal Supervisor to complete to accompany the Thesis at submission.  The full Supervisory Panel must also consider and agree with the Principal Supervisor’s statement that the Thesis is ready for submission. 

	
	· The Candidate has completed the approved program of study

· The Thesis title is consistent with that approved by the Board of Graduate Studies
· If a PhD, the Thesis conforms with the requirements of the extract listed on page 2 of this form.

	
	· The Thesis conforms with the CDU Presentation of HDR Thesis Procedures

	
	· Any inconsistencies in presentation of the thesis have been pointed out to the Candidate

	
	· Where ethics clearance was required for the project, the Candidate has submitted their Final Ethics Report to the relevant University Ethics Committee

	
	· All Supervisors have had opportunity to comment on the final version of the thesis as evidenced by their signatures below. (An email may be attached as evidence for remote supervisors.  The email must come from the supervisor’s email account) 

	
	

	
	We hereby certify that we have sighted the final version of the Thesis and are satisfied that it is ready for examination.
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For Reference: Extract on thesis requirements for the Degree of PhD
4.11 Thesis 
(1) A thesis shall be submitted as a requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and may be submitted provided that: 

(a) The thesis is presented in the manner prescribed by the Panel, and; 

(b) The work contained therein is original and is not part of a previously examined body of work. 

(2) The work submitted for final examination shall not be subsequently or concurrently submitted in any form as part of any other examination for any other award or degree in the University or any other tertiary education institution. 

(3) The subject matter of the thesis shall conform to the approved course of study for the candidate. 

(a) Subject to the provision of Rule 4.11(2) hereof, a candidate may submit as part of the thesis research results published or accepted in academic literature prior to or during the candidate's enrolment in the program of study. Where joint authorship work is included the candidate must clearly identify the work of others. Citation of the published work shall be included in the bibliography. 

(b) A thesis may include a description, synthesis and analysis of unpublished work done in conjunction with any supervisor or any other person within the field of expertise prior to or during the candidate's enrolment in the program of study provided that the contribution of others is clearly stated. 

(c) Candidates wishing to pursue the option of utilising work undertaken prior to the commencement of their candidature must demonstrate at the time of application for admission that the prior work is of a standard equivalent or greater to that required for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy and that by itself and/or with additional investigations a coherent body of work is able to be presented in accordance with University Rules for the Presentation of Theses. 

(d) Where a candidate is granted approval to present a thesis by publication only the thesis must contain a substantial introductory chapter that gives an overview of the published papers within a theoretical and conceptual framework and a statement of ethics clearances, and a concluding chapter that draws together key messages from the published papers, within a coherent intellectual framework. 

(4) A thesis shall be presented in English, unless otherwise approved by the Panel, and shall be of a high literary standard. 

(5) The thesis shall: 

(a) Include a title page stating the title of the thesis in full, the full names and degrees of the candidate, the College in which the candidate is enrolled, the degree for which the thesis is submitted and the date of submission; 

(b) Include a table of contents citing all major headings and the page numbers on which they occur, followed by a list of all diagrams and illustrations; 

(c) Include an Abstract of no more than 300 words, which indicates the aims, scope and conclusions of the study; 

(d) Include indication in the form of citations and a bibliography the sources of information and the extent to which work of other researchers has been used; 

(e) Include a signed declaration by the candidate that it is the candidate’s own account of the research that was completed during the course of study undertaken by the candidate. 

(6) A thesis submitted for examination shall be accompanied by a certificate from the supervisor to indicate that: 

(a) The candidate has completed the approved program of study; 

(b) The title is consistent with that approved by the Panel; 

(c) The thesis conforms to Rule 4.11 hereof, and to the Rules on Thesis Presentation; 

(d) Any inconsistencies in presentation have been pointed out to the candidate. 

If a thesis is not accompanied by the signed approval of the supervisor, the thesis may not be submitted for examination without the prior approval of the Panel. 

(7) A candidate shall submit to the Office of Research and Innovation, four examination copies, prepared and bound in a manner approved by the Panel. 

(a) Where a thesis contains matters affecting social, national or industrial security the Panel may, upon recommendation from the Executive Dean/ Director, declare the thesis to be confidential for a specified period of time. 

(b) The copies of a thesis submitted by a candidate shall become the property of the University. The copies shall be subject to any agreements entered into by the University, the candidate and/or any sponsoring body of the research.
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