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AVOIDING COMMON ERRORS

by Simon Moss

[bookmark: _GoBack]To refine and finalize your work, you should ask someone who is naïve about the topic to read your writing.  Research shows that experts on a topic frequently overlook key details, because these details are entrenched in their understanding.  Furthermore, you need to circumvent errors, such as subtle grammatical mistakes, that annoy some readers.    Here are some examples, with better alternatives afterwards. 


	Unsuitable examples 

	The data was examined

	The difference in age between males and females was insignificant

	Purple is different than violet

	A deck of cards includes four suits

	A deck of cards comprises of four suits

	This finding proves that people like carrots

	In fact, people said they like carrots

	One should never lose one’s temper

	John Smith was a scholar that showed 1 + 1 = 2

	The kangaroos which are in my backyard look appetizing 




	Better alternatives 

	The data were examined
	“Data” is plural, like “data points”

	The difference in age between males and females was non- significant
	“Insignificant” implies unimportant rather than not statistically significant 

	Purple is different to violet
	

	A deck of cards comprises four suits
	Use “comprises” when the examples include all the possibilities

	A deck of cards comprises four suits
	Use “comprises” or “consists of” but not “comprises of”

	This finding supports the proposition that people like carrots
	In science, you cannot prove anything definitively, but can support, corroborate, and so forth

	People said they like carrots
	Avoid reference to “facts”.  Nothing is certain in science. 

	Individuals should never lose their temper
	The word “one” can be ambiguous

	John Smith was a scholar who showed 1 + 1 = 2
	Use “who” for people

	The kangaroos that are in my backyard look appetizing
	Use “that” to restrict the scope of your noun, in this instance kangaroos. Use “which” to describe this noun in general.  
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