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RETRIEVING AND USING THE RIGHT WORDS
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	Introduction



Some students learn many writing principles but cannot readily apply these principles.  The main obstacle is they cannot always retrieve the right word from their memory.  Problems with retrieving the right word compromises their capacity to write fluently and effectively.  This document presents a range of words that can be helpful to researchers.   


	Introduction and Literature Review



	The first set of words, phrases, and sentences are especially relevant to the introduction or literature review of your thesis.  For example, these words may be useful when justifying the importance of your work or referring to past studies.  To utilize this document, you could

· skim the words and examples now
· when writing particular sections, proceed to the relevant table
· adjust these sentences to prevent plagiarism, however. 

	Justifying the importance of a topic

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Highlighting a problem

· disconcerting concern
· burgeoning problem
· a key challenge

	· The proliferation of suicide has become a disconcerting concern in Australia
· The proliferation of suicide is a burgeoning problem in Australia
· A key challenge revolve around…





	Studies

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Conducting studies

· conducted
· reported

Unsuitable variants
· carried out
	· Smith (2015) conducted a study to assess this possibility
· Smith (2015) reported a study that substantiates this argument


	Testing arguments

· to assess
· to evaluate
	· To assess this hypothesis, this study…
· To evaluate this premise, this study…

	Outcomes of studies
· indicated
· implied
· suggested
· demonstrated

	· Past research indicates that …
· The work of Smith (2015, 2018) implies that …
· The research that Smith (2015, 2018) published suggested that…
· The research that Smith (2015, 2018) reported demonstrated that…

	Combining studies

· In combination
· Collectively
· Overall
	· In combination, these studies indicate that…
· Collectively, this research suggests that…
· Overall, past studies imply that…





	Arguments, controversies, and shortfalls in the literature

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	To propose an argument

· argued
· contended
· proposed
· maintained

Unsuitable variants
· said
	· Smith (2015) argued that carrots can be unhealthy
· Smith (2015) contended that carrots can be unhealthy
· Smith (2015) proposed that carrots can be unhealthy
· Smith (2015) maintained that carrots can be unhealthy



	Controversy
· debated
· contentious
· challenge
	· This distinction has been debated vigorously 
· This debate continues to rage in this field
· This argument continues to be contentious, however
· Recent studies challenge this assumption

	Limitations of past work

· limited
· inconclusive
· not definitive
	· Limited research has explored this possibility
· Few studies have investigated this assumption
· The extant evidence is inconclusive
· The possibility has not been substantiated definitively




	Evidence

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Refutation
· challenges
· contradicts
· refutes
· invalidates

Unsuitable variants
· disproves
	· This finding challenges the assumption that…
· This finding contradicts the premise that…
· This finding refutes the hypothesis that…
· This finding invalidates the theory that…


	Confirmation
· substantiates
· corroborates
· verifies
· confirms

Unsuitable variants
· proves
	· This finding substantiates the assumption that…
· This finding corroborates the belief that…
· This finding verifies the notion that
· This finding confirms the premise that






	Aims, hypotheses, and overview of method

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Examined

· explored
· investigated

Unsuitable variants
· aimed to examine
· looks at
	· This study explored whether
· This study was designed to investigate the effect of

	Aims of studies

· clarify
· establish
· characterize
· explain
· ascertain
	· The aim of this study was to clarify whether…
· The purpose of this study was to establish whether…
· The main objective of this study was to characterize the experiences of people who…
· This research was designed to explain how…
· This research was designed to ascertain whether…

	Evaluation of hypotheses

· to assess
· to evaluate
	· To assess this hypothesis, this study…
· To evaluate this premise, this study…

	Adopting an approach

· adopted
· applied
· utilized 
	· This study adopted a mixed method approach
· This study applied grounded theory to
· This research utilized the approach that Smith (2015) advocated





	Method



The second set of words, phrases, and sentences are primarily relevant to the method section.  These tables could be helpful when describing your participants, specimens, instruments, and procedures.   

	Participants, specimens, or units included

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Eligibility 

· excluded
· comprised
	· Individuals who were older than 50 years were excluded from the sample
· The sample comprised people who were…





	Measures and instruments

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Purpose of measures

· assessed
· gauged
· measured
	· This measure assessed the extent to which…
· This measure gauged the degree to which…
· This instrument measured

	· identify
· uncover
· unearth
· discern
	· Researcher often utilize this method to identify problems
· Researcher often utilize this method to uncover problems
· Researcher often utilize this method to unearth problems
· Researcher often utilize this method to discern complications

	Validation of measures

· validated 
· substantiated
· constructed
	· To validate this measure, Smith (2010) revealed that
· To substantiate this instrument, Smith (2010) revealed that
· Smith (2010) constructed this survey

	· comprised
	· This measure comprised 10 questions 

	· sample item
· typical question
	· A sample item of this measure is “How do you feel…”
· A typical question in this survey is “To what extent…”





	Psychometrics

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	· reveal
· show
	· As Smith (2000) revealed, the Cronbach’s alpha of this scale tends to approximate .90
· As Smith (2000) showed, the Cronbach’s alpha of this scale tends to approximate .90




	Procedures

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Completing surveys

· completed 
· answered

Unsuitable variants
· did
· filled
	· The participants completed the survey
· The participants answered 10 questions

	Disseminating surveys

· administer
· distribute
	· We administered a survey to 1000 individuals
· We distributed a survey to 1000 employees

	Instructing people

· instructed
· prompted
· encouraged
	· Participants were instructed to…
· The individuals were prompted to…
· Participants were encouraged to…

	Asking questions

· ascertained
· posed
	· One section ascertained the age and gender of participants
· During the interview, the researchers posed three questions

	Utilizing past methods

· implemented
· utilized 
· adapted
	· This study implemented the same method that Smith (2018) utilized
· This study adapted the procedure that Smith (2018) validated

	Ethics

· obtained
· approved
	· Ethics approval was obtained from the University Human Research Ethics Committee
· To obtain informed consent, participants received …
· The University Human Research Ethics Committee approved this study
· 





	Results



The third set of words, phrases, and sentences are useful when writing the results section.  These tables could be helpful when describing your analyses and interpreting the findings. 

	Conducting data analysis

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Implementing data analysis

· implemented
· conducted
· undertaken
· subjected to

Unsuitable variants
· run
	· To ascertain the relationship between these variables, a regression analysis was implemented
· To determine whether these groups differ significantly on IQ, an ANOVA was conducted
· To determine whether these groups differ significantly on IQ, an ANOVA was undertaken
· To determine whether these groups differ significantly on IQ, the data were subjected to an independent t-test

	Fulfilling assumptions

· fulfilled
	· This test indicated the assumption of normality was fulfilled
· This test indicated the residuals were normally distributed

	Violating assumptions

· violated
· deviate from
· diverge from
	· This test indicated the assumption of normality was violated
· The residuals deviated from the assumption of normality
· The residuals diverged from a normal distribution




	Purposes and findings of data analyses

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Relationships between variables

· related to
· associated with
· significantly higher
	· weight is positively related to height
· weight is positively associated with height
· weight is negatively related to confidence
· weight is inversely associated with confidence
· females were significantly higher in IQ than males
· males were significantly higher on extraversion than females

	Increase and decrease

· enhanced 
· improved
· augmented
· diminished
· tempered
	· The treatment significantly enhanced confidence
· The treatment significantly improved confidence
· The treatment significantly augmented confidence
· The treatment significantly diminished anxiety
· The treatment significantly tempered anxiety
· The treatment significantly decreased anxiety


	Non-significant effects

· did not affect
· did not influence
· did not impinge on
	· The treatment did not significantly affect confidence
· The treatment did not significantly influence confidence
· The treatment did not significantly impinge on the confidence of individuals

	Purposes of data analysis

· to compare
· to predict
· to control
· moderates
· mediates
	· This test was conducted to compare these groups on IQ
· This test was conducted to ascertain whether these characteristics predict wellbeing
· This covariate was included to control the effects of IQ on this relationship
· This test was conducted to determine whether this variable moderates the association between…
· This test was conducted to determine whether this variable mediates the relationship between…





	Relationship with hypotheses

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Conflict with hypotheses
· contrary to
· contradict
· conflict with
	· Contrary to the hypotheses, carrots enhanced IQ
· The findings contradict the prediction that…
· The findings conflict with prediction that…

	Support hypotheses

· support
· are consistent with
· cohere with
· accord with
	· The findings support the hypothesis that…
· The findings are consistent with the prediction that…
· The findings cohere with the prediction that…
· The findings accord with the assumption that…





	Qualitative research

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Responses of participants

· suggested
· indicated
· revealed
· mentioned
· stated
· expressed 
· commented on
· alluded to
	· One informant suggested that…
· Several participants indicated that…
· One individual revealed that…
· As one interviewee mentioned…
· As three respondents stated…
· One individual expressed the opinion that…
· A few participants commented on the change in…
· This informant also alluded to the notion that…

	Extraction of themes

· emerged
· extracted
· distilled
· recurred
	· Two themes emerged from the codes
· Several concerns can be extracted from the data
· Four recommendations can be distilled from the data
· Three themes recurred during the interviews
· A recurrent theme during the interviews revolved around





	Discussion



The fourth set of words, phrases, and sentences are especially relevant to the discussion.  These tables might help you explain results, acknowledge limitations, discuss future research, and justify the implications of your work.    


	Explanations of results

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Explanations

· ascribed to
· accounts could explain
	· These conflicting findings can be ascribed to the notion that
· Several accounts could explain these findings
· One explanation is that 





	Limitations and future research

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	Limitations of the study

· limit the validity
· limit the utility
· bias 
· skew
· interpreted cautiously
	· This problem may limit the validity of these results
· This problem may limit the utility of these findings
· This problem could bias the results
· This problem could skew the data
· These results should be interpreted cautiously because

	Solving problems
· address
· resolve


	· Future studies could be conducted to address several limitations of this study
· Future studies could be undertaken to resolve several limitations of this study

	Importance of future research

· warranted
· necessary
· should be conducted
	· To address these limitations, future research on this topic is warranted
· Future research is necessary to…
· Further studies should be conducted to…





	Strengths

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	· virtues
· benefits


	· One of the virtues of this study is that
· One of the benefits of this study is that




	Implications

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	· apply 
· introduce
· implement
· institute

	· Practitioners could apply the methods this study verified
· Practitioners could introduce the methods this study verified
· Practitioners could implement the methods this study verified
· Practitioners could institute the methods this study verified

	· contributes to
· offer key insights into
· imparts implications
	· The results of this study greatly contribute to the field of…
· The results of this study contribute appreciably to the question of how…
· This study offers some key insights into the debate over 
· This study imparts some vital practical implications to practitioners in…





	General 



This section includes works, phrases, and sentences that might be relevant to many sections of a thesis.  


	Effects

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	· exacerbate
· magnify
· inflate
· amplify

Unsuitable variants

· worsen
· negatively contribute to
	· This event might exacerbate the problem
· This event could magnify the problem
· This event could inflate the problem
· This event could amplify the problem

	· compromises
· undermines
· impairs

Unsuitable variants

· worsen

	· This activity might compromise wellbeing
· This activity could undermine wellbeing
· This activity could impair wellbeing

	· decay
· atrophy

Unsuitable variants

· worsen
	· The health of these people decayed over the year
· The muscles of these individuals atrophied over the year

	· facilitate
· expedite
· improve

Unsuitable variants
· make easier
	· This method facilitated the collection of data
· This method expedited the collection of data
· This method improved the research

	· alleviate
· diminish
· curb
	· This treatment might alleviate these problems
· This treatment might diminish these problems
· This treatment might curb these problems

	Classifications

· relates to
· revolves around
· concerns
	· The first category related to
· The second category revolves around
· The third category concerns




	Logic

	Suitable word or phrase
	Examples

	· conflate
· not distinguished
	· Past studies have conflated these two aims
· Past studies have not distinguished these two aims
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