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A GENERIC RESPONSE TO ENQUIRIES FROM INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS

by Simon Moss


Introduction


Many academics at CDU receive countless emails from international students who want to enrol in a PhD or Masters by Research at CDU.  These students are likely to ask many questions such as

· am I likely to be eligible for a PhD or Masters by Research?
· am I likely to receive a scholarship?
· what is the minimum level of English I need to have attained?
· how do I apply, and so forth.

Rather than answer every question in turn, you can probably copy and paste the information below and then send this information in an email.  Unfortunately, the formatting might be awry: You might need to correct the spacing between lines and apply the same font size to all words.  





The email you could to send

Hello

Here is some information about the PhD and Masters by Research courses at Charles Darwin University.   Specifically, to apply, you should complete these activities in this sequence. 


1 Determine whether you are eligible to apply.  


The following table specifies the minimum academic requirements and level of English for PhD and Masters by Research entry respectively


	
	PhD 
	Masters by Research
	Clarifications

	Minimum academic qualifications
	· Honors 2A or equivalent
· Masters by Research degree
· Masters by Coursework with at least one semester of research—and at least a distinction average 
	· Honors 2B or equivalent
· Masters by Coursework degree with at least half a semester of research
· A Graduate Diploma degree with at least half a semester of coursework
	· To learn more about how to estimate equivalence to Honours 2A or 2B, click this link and read page 2

	Minimum level of English
	· IELTS 6.5 with no band less than 6.0 or equivalent
	· IELTS 6.5 with no band less than 6.0 or equivalent
	· If you live in a nation in which English is an official language or you completed your degree in English, this test may be waived
· To learn more about these waivers and other equivalent tests, click this link.  Then choose “English Language Tests and EAP course” 





2 Determine whether you can afford the course


The following table presents the fees for international students.  Nevertheless, if you receive a scholarship, these fees are waived for 3 to 4 years and you receive about $27 000 Australian a year for living expenses.  These scholarships last 3 years, with the prospect of a 6 month extension.  For more information, click here.  To be eligible


· you must agree to earn less than $20 000 Australian a year while you receive this scholarship
· you should be enrolled full time


These scholarships are very competitive for international students.  Usually, to attract a scholarship, called an RTP stipend, you typically need to have 


· received an Honours 1 or equivalent and even published some research, and 
· planned to complete a project that is relevant to the strategic direction of this university.  



	
	PhD 
	Masters by Research
	Clarifications

	Annual fee for research in laboratories 
	$30 000
	$30 000
	If you receive a scholarship, your fees are waived for 

· at least 3 years
· no more than 4 years

	Annual fee for other research
	$26 760
	$26 760
	




Finally, to decide whether you can afford the course, you should consider living expenses.  To learn more about accommodation options, click here.



3 Contact potential supervisors


If you plan to apply, contact several supervisors who you feel might be appropriate. Or you can contact one supervisor, and this supervisor could recommend other supervisors as well.  To locate potential supervisors, click this link.  When you email this supervisor, you should

· outline your research interests
· summarize the research you have conducted before—including publications
· attach a CV that lists your academic qualifications and outlines your main jobs or roles


4 Develop a research proposal


To apply, you need to develop a short research proposal, usually around 1500 words.  Many students email, telephone, or Skype their potential supervisors a few times to discuss and to improve this research proposal.  The following table outlines the key contents of this research proposal.


	Section
	Details

	Brief description

	Background
	· Some literature or information to clarify why this research is important—such as some controversy in the literature or problem in society that you would like to resolve

	Aim
	· The aim or purpose of your research.  
· You could include hypotheses as well

	Methods
	· An overview of the methods, such as the sequence of procedures you might implement
· You could perhaps include the instruments you might use as well

	Ethics and risks
	Include the main ethical issues, such as

· the potential risks to participants or to you
· whether you need to deceive participants 
· whether the participants are members of vulnerable populations
· whether you can obtain informed consent from participants  

	Resources
	Consider costs such as 
· the equipment and consumables you might need
· the costs of necessary travel, including accommodation
· the costs of assistance, such as translators

	Logistics
	· indicate whether you need to conduct fieldwork
· if so, do you need to organize permits, visas, and so forth





5 Complete the application form

To apply, visit this webpage. You will first be invited to complete an expression of interest.  Then, if the university believes you might be eligible, you can complete the online application at no cost. Most of the questions are simple.  However, you will need to attach some information, as summarized in the following table.  


	Information to attach
	Details

	Your research proposal
	

	A copy of your passport
	 

	Level of English 
	·  Include a copy of your IELTS report, for example

	Your CV
	

	Your qualifications
	· Copies of your transcripts for each university qualification
· Include the grading system and English translation
· Copies should be certified as clarified on the website

	Past research publications
	· For each publication, you will need to complete this form

	Proof of supervision contact
	· Usually include a copy of an email from your potential supervisor

	Statement of purpose
	This document is needed for student visa applications as well and should include

· your past qualifications and jobs
· why you chose this course, Australia, and Charles Darwin University
· whether any dependents will accompany you
· your plans about how you will return to your country after you finish your course

For more precise information on how to write this statement of purpose, click here.

	Two academic referee reports
	· Referees must be familiar with your academic studies
· You send your academic referees a form—forms that are accessible while you apply
· They complete and email the form to Research.Degrees@cdu.edu.au
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