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A REPOSITORY OF RESPONSES TO FREQUENT QUESTIONS

by Simon Moss


Introduction


Candidates may occasionally pose questions, either in person or over email, that you cannot answer effectively—at least not until they leave the room. The aim of this document is to present some thoughtful answers to common but thorny questions.  The benefit of this document is to

· diminish your workload—because you can utilize or modify these answers in your emails
· help you answer challenging questions

The questions are divided into several clusters.  These clusters include questions about division of responsibilities, writing of drafts, examination of theses, and other topics.  Over time, in response to feedback, I will expand this document.  To utilize this document

· skim the questions in the following sections, each of which appear in bold font
· if you receive these questions, you can then skim and utilize the corresponding answers.  


How to manage the project
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	I am experiencing some personal challenges.  Should I seek assistance from you or someone else?

· If you are experiencing personal challenges, such as mental health problems, you are welcome to disclose your concerns to me. I will maintain your confidence
· As a consequence, you might feel better.  I might also be able to accommodate you somehow.  
· Nevertheless, I am not a counsellor—so, if you need counselling, I will help you locate an appropriate service, such as student equity services
· As a supervisor, my role is to help you feel understood and supported  
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	What are the main complications that could impede my progress?

· If collecting data, one of the main risks is that you will not be able to collect all the data you need
· So, you need contingency plans—such as alternative sources of data or alternative methods—to manage these risks
· For example, if collecting longitudinal data, collect more data than you need in case participants, animals, or specimens withdraw or vanish over time. 

· The second main risk revolves around data management.  
· For instance, you must back up your data, maintain all versions, label and store your data appropriately, and so forth 
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	Who should organize the meetings?  Or who should decide which activities to complete next?

· Ultimately, the management of this project is your responsibility, although I will help you fulfill this role
· For example, you should arrange the meetings and ultimately decide which activities to complete next
· Of course, you are welcome to seek my assistance on these tasks
· For example, we could set goals and deadlines together
· I could offer advice on which documents to read or how many words to write and so forth 
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	Is the ethics application your responsibility or my responsibility? 

· Ethics applications are both of our responsibilities
· My role is to guide you—to offer guidance and to optimize the application
· I will also supply you with past applications or feedback from ethics committees
· Your role will be to write most of the ethics application, to address the concerns the committee raises, and to comply with the practices you promise
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	Can I seek advice about my thesis from other people?  Or am I supposed to conceal my research plans and ideas?

· I would be delighted if you discuss your research with as many people as you can.  
· You might experience many fortuitous benefits, such as alternative perspectives and potential contacts.  
· Obviously, if you plan to patent your work—a course of action you might consider if you want to protect an invention—you should not disclose your work.  
· Furthermore, if you are concerned that someone could readily duplicate your work, and this behavior could significantly disadvantage you, you should be more discrete 



Writing
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	When should I start writing my thesis?

· You should begin writing your thesis as early as possible—and continue writing every week during your candidature
· Regardless of how far you have progressed, you can always write about something that could be relevant, such as paragraphs in your literature review, paragraphs that justify your methods, or paragraphs about limitations of your work
· If you write frequently, your writing and thinking often improve; you become more attuned to subtleties and nuances in your work 
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	When should I send you my drafts?  Should I perfect my drafts first?

· We should discuss and attempt a range of strategies
· For example, before you send me a chapter or section, perhaps write and submit a plan first. 
· The plan might comprise a series of bullet points, each outlining one paragraph
· Indeed, this plan could include the topic sentence of each paragraph

· In addition, you could send me a few pages, written as well as you can.
· I can then deliver feedback to identify any problems in your writing that I could help you address. 
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	When should I send you drafts? 

· If you need to achieve some deadline—such as the deadline around research proposals—can you send your draft at least 3 weeks in advance but also warn me earlier
· Although your research is exciting and important to me, my time can be consumed unexpectedly because of grant submissions, industry engagement, leadership responsibilities, teaching activities, and many other duties  
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	How can I improve my writing and my motivation to write?

· To develop your writing skills, you should complete this program during your candidature
· To develop your motivation to write, consider opportunities to participate in writing groups, either at CDU or online.  For example, you could join international writing communities, like acwrimo.co or www.meetup.com/shutupandwriteSFO
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	I am concerned the literature on my topic is too limited or too extensive.

· Some candidates incorrectly assume the literature on some topic is confined
· But actually, the literature on every topic is infinite.  
· For example, suppose you want to study the effect of playing the harp on intelligence.  
· You might assume the literature on this topic is limited—but your literature could include all the determinants of intelligence, all the effects of music, and so forth
· However, you need include only the literature that is relevant to the arguments you want to propose.  
· You are welcome to specify the literature you will not cover, with sentences like “However, a review of this topic is outside the scope of this chapter”. 





Submission and examination of theses
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	Is my thesis too short or too long?

· A PhD thesis must be fewer than 100 000 words, and a Masters by Research thesis must be fewer than 50 000 words, excluding references and appendices
· Besides this limit, the thesis can be as short or long as necessary to present your work comprehensively
· Nevertheless, if your PhD is fewer than 60 000 words, or your Masters by Research is fewer than 30 000 words, you should extend your literature review, justify why you choose your methodology or methods over alternatives, and propose many suggestions on how to overcome the limitations of your research.      
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	My PhD is supposed to demonstrate originality.  How do I achieve this goal?

· Only one or two features of your research need to be original.
· For example, perhaps nobody has applied the methods you utilized in this setting
· Perhaps you have modified the methods that other people have used
· Perhaps you have combined two theories or methods that nobody has blended previously
· Regardless of how you demonstrate originality, your task is to underscore the novelty of your approach and justify why this shift is significant.  That is, indicate how this shift helps resolve a controversy in the literature or a problem in society
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	My PhD is supposed to demonstrate critical thinking.  How do I achieve this goal?

· To demonstrate critical thinking, you could refer to the limitations of your research
· To help you in this endeavor, you might read about the limitations of similar research designs or projects.
· You should also refer to the limitations of past research on this topic? 
· When reviewing the literature, discuss controversies, debates, and other nuances. 
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	I do not feel my thesis is good enough to submit.

· Every thesis is imperfect—so do not strive to write a flawless thesis
· But confirm the thesis is easy to read, underscores the problem you want to solve, demonstrates how your approach is unique, presents sophisticated theories or arguments, justifies your approach, and concedes the limitations of your work  
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	When revising or resubmitting my thesis, do I have to address all the comments and concerns the examiners raised?

· The college will usually stipulate which comments or concerns to address
· Sometimes, either the college or the examiners imply that some comments or concerns are actually optional, with phrases like “Ideally, you could…” or “In the future, you should…”
· You can then choose whether to address these comments now, in the future, or never 
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	After the thesis is completed, should I maintain contact with the university?  

· You can certainly update me on your career interests and experiences—so, if I hear of relevant opportunities or networks, I can contact you
· I am happy to provide assistance on tasks in which I can help, such as funding applications
· Indeed, the future success of my candidates is personally satisfying but also beneficial to the university  
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