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We are honoured that you have agreed to appraise this thesis.  This document could help you complete this task

Overview of standards

 If candidates submit a thesis by creative work, they are eligible to receive a PhD if they have 

· completed a creative work that is significant and original—worthy of display or presentation at a recognized national or international forum or equivalent in quality
· clarified the significance and originality of this work in an exegesis that considers relevant debates, other works, and applicable theories 

Procedures

As an examiner, you will be asked to evaluate 

· a creative product—in person, online, or in another format, depending on form of this creative practice
· an exegesis—an explication of this creative work, comprising around 30 000 to 50 000 words.  

You will tend to receive the exegesis about a month before you review the creative product.  However, in some circumstances, such as novels, you may receive the creative product and exegesis simultaneously.  When evaluating this work, please note that

· to earn their degree, both the creative work and exegesis of candidates must pass     
· you need to write a report, often comprising 2 to 6 pages, outlining the strengths, limitation, and recommendations on how the candidate may improve the creative work and exegesis
· do not converse about this thesis with supervisors, candidates, or other examiners until after the results are finalized
· your report will remain confidential, unless you request otherwise



Evaluation of the creative work

When evaluating and writing about the creative work, you may comment on the degree to which this work demonstrates the following attributes 

	
	Attribute
	Description

	Contribution
	Aesthetic 
	· The creative work, including complementary materials such as the catalogue, achieved the intended effect with the intended audience; the intention might be to please or confront the audience, for example

	
	Comprehensive
	· The work is substantial, exploring the subject matter comprehensively and worthy of two or more years of work 

	Originality
	Original
	· The work is original in some sense—such as a novel approach, a re-interpretation of existing approaches, or unique insights


	Quality and amount
	Suitable
	· The candidate selected methods and techniques that are appropriate to this subject matter

	
	Technical 
	· The candidate applied these methods and techniques proficiently

	
	Coherent
	· The work is coherent and complete rather than fragmented







Evaluation of the exegesis

The exegesis not only describes the creative product and delineates how the work was completed, but also outlines the purpose and impact of this work. When evaluating and writing about the exegesis, you may comment on the degree to which this work demonstrates the following attributes 







	
	Attribute
	Description

	Contribution
	Significance
	· The exegesis clarifies the purpose and impact of this creative product, revealing why this work is significant 
· Note, although you should evaluate the work carefully, maintain a flexible perspective, in which you embrace approaches that might diverge from your preferences

	
	Understanding 
	· The exegesis reviews enough literature to justify this purpose—demonstrating a sound understanding of the historical precedents, theoretical paradigms, relevant debates, social contexts, and contemporary work in the topic

	Originality
	Extension of past work 
	· The exegesis underscores how the work extends previous works 

	
	Research insights
	· The exegesis outlines the insights the candidate uncovered during this pursuit, assuming the role of a researcher and not only a practitioner

	Presentation
	Literary presentation
	· The exegesis is written appropriately, proficiently, and correctly —whether written in an academic or creative style





	Quality & amount
	Justified choices
	· The exegesis justifies the methodology, methods, and techniques that were utilized


	
	Evidence
	· The exegesis presents arguments and evidence to achieve the research objectives and contribute to knowledge on this topic













You should also determine whether the scope of this work is appropriate to the level of this degree.   Although the scope varies considerably across projects, the following table illustrates the scope that is germane to some PhD theses.

	Exegesis or creative work
	Common scope, duration, or length for PhDs

	Exegeses
	30 000 to 50 000 words

	Performances or films
	60 to 90 minutes

	Literature: novels, plays, and series of poems
	Similar to standard works in the genre.

	Exhibitions 
	Similar to a standard solo exhibition in the genre




If unsure how to proceed on an examination, you are welcome to contact the university, on research.degrees@cdu.edu.au.  


Masters by Research

If examiners need to assess a Masters by Research, the guidelines are the same except

· the scope, such as number of words or duration of performances, is halved
· references to originality are removed
· the reference to two or more years of work is reduced to one or more years of work
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