[image: ]

[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

We are grateful and honoured that you have agreed to examine this thesis.  Because we assume you could be inundated with other responsibilities, this document is designed to expedite, rather than complicate, your task—primarily to help you examine the thesis within two months.  Although some of this information could seem patronising to experienced examiners, we hope that other material in this document is useful to everyone.


Four criteria

After you read this thesis, we would first like you to assess the four criteria that appear in the following table.  To achieve this goal, we would like you to evaluate this thesis as you would evaluate any journal article, scholarly book, or dissertation, with just a few exceptions.  This section clarifies these exceptions.  

	Demonstrates the research and critical thinking skills that are necessary to generate significant knowledge
	Yes  |_|
	Marginal  |_|
	No  |_|

	Entails useful arguments, approaches, or insights
	Yes  |_|
	Marginal  |_|
	No  |_|

	Communicates and presents these contributions effectively
	Yes  |_|
	Marginal  |_|
	No  |_|

	Contains the quality and amount of contribution you might expect in 2 years of research
	Yes  |_|
	Marginal  |_|
	No  |_|






How to evaluate the first criterion____________________________________________________

Because of logistical constraints, candidates may not have been able to collect all the data they need to generate many significant results or to uncover meaningful insights.  Unlike journal articles in which you judge whether the research actually contributes significantly to knowledge, we would prefer examiners judge whether the candidate applied the practices that are necessary to potentially contribute significantly to knowledge.

How to evaluate the second criterion____________________________________________________

Unlike a PhD, in the Masters by Research, the research question, approach, findings, or conclusions do not need to be particularly original.  Indeed, 

· sometimes candidates might have utilized paradigms, methodologies, or methods that you feel are flawed
· rather than reject the thesis because of these flaws, we would prefer examiners judge whether the candidates demonstrated critical and original thinking—such as awareness and insight into the limitations of their research or novel, useful recommendations to future researchers

At Charles Darwin University, candidates are encouraged to include materials in their thesis that enhance or demonstrate the impact of their research—such as testimonials, media releases, oral presentations, risk assessments, tender applications, training materials, and other creative resources.

How to evaluate the third criterion____________________________________________________

Because some candidates do not speak English fluently, the written expression may not be flawless but should be comprehendible.  Rather than attempt to redress every writing flaw, we would prefer examiners comment broadly on the principles the candidate should apply to improve their writing—from avoiding tautologies to using active voice for example. Or examiners might indicate sentences they could not readily understand.

How to evaluate the fourth criterion____________________________________________________

We would also like you to evaluate whether the material is substantial enough—whether the scope of research is adequate.  Although hard to evaluate, the scope of research in a Masters by Research should be roughly equivalent to 1 to 2 ordinary papers in this field.  This definition refers to ordinary papers—because outstanding papers might comprise 10 years of work and are thus significantly more extensive than a Masters by Research.





Thesis by publication

The thesis might also include one or more articles the candidate has published.  You should evaluate these publications like you would evaluate other chapters in the thesis.  Of course, the journal editor might have imposed some constraints on these publications, such as the word length.  



The report

Either before or after you evaluate the four criteria, we would like you to write a report, often comprising between 2 and 6 pages.  If possible

· this report should summarize both the strengths of this thesis as well as your concerns
· for example, you might refer to vital literature that was overlooked, key arguments that were unconvincing, or research methods that were not justifiable or justified.

Importantly, after each concern you express, please indicate how you feel the candidate should address this issue as precisely as possible.  You might indicate that some of these issues could be resolved in future publications, after the thesis is conferred.  




Your recommendation

Finally, usually after you have completed the report, we would like you to recommend one of five outcomes.  This section clarifies when to choose each outcome.  


1 The degree to be awarded without further alteration to the thesis__________________________

Recommend this outcome if you did not express concerns in your report—or felt these concerns do not need to be addressed in the thesis but could be addressed in future papers.



 2 The degree to be awarded, but only after minor errors are corrected to the satisfaction of the university—that is, errors that diminish the clarity, but not the validity, of the arguments_______

Recommend this outcome if you feel the candidate needs to correct only minor errors that limit the clarity, but not the validity, of arguments—such as problems with spelling, punctuation, or phrasing



3 The degree to be awarded—but only after the minor errors and substantive concerns are corrected to the satisfaction of the University __________________________________________

Recommend this outcome if you feel confident the candidate can address your concerns—concerns that include substantive arguments.




4 The candidate must complete further work and resubmit the thesis for examination___________

Recommend this outcome if you are not confident the candidate can address your concerns—and indeed you are not sure the thesis will even marginally fulfill the previous four criteria.  If you choose this outcome, the candidate needs to resubmit the work to you




5 The degree should not be awarded ___________________________________________________

Although very uncommon, recommend this outcome if you are quite sure the candidate could not even marginally fulfill the previous four criteria, even after revising the thesis. 
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