

Expression of interest – professional experience placement in a special needs setting  
Conditions for placement in a special needs setting
Professional experience placements should be undertaken in as diverse a range of settings as practicable. 
To this end, pre-service teachers may undertake one placement in a special education setting. Teaching children with special needs is a specialist teaching area that requires specific knowledge and skills. Therefore, to be placed in a special needs setting it is vital that: 
· you have prior experience, or an interest and understanding, of teaching children with special needs
· the requirements of the placement can be met. 
To ensure that you are the right fit, some special needs settings interview pre-service teachers prior to agreeing to mentor them.     
*Note: Requests to undertake the final professional experience placement in a special needs school are rarely approved as it can be challenging to meet the unit, and AITSL ITE requirements. 

Request for placement in a special needs setting
If you are interested in undertaking a placement in a special needs school, please email inschool@cdu.edu.au and provide the following information: 
· your student number 
· the name and unit code of the placement unit 
· the name of the course you enrolled in 
· prior experience working with children with special needs 
· prior study related to teaching children with special needs
· why you are interested in undertaking your placement in a special needs setting. 




