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We believe it's the unique 
experiences, perspectives 
and opinions you bring 
that help make us a highly 
ranked university.
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Ready to take your 
passion for change to 
the next level?
Complete your law degree online or on 
campus, full-time or part-time. We’re 
experts in online education, and we’ve 
been delivering flexible law degrees 
for over 15 years. However you choose 
to study, you’ll feel supported and 
empowered to succeed.

100%
flexible to 

study however 
it suits you

Fast-track 
your 

degree
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"CDU feels like a family; 
I always felt welcome 
and supported. It’s a 
triumph of cooperation, 
connection, diversity 
and respect for other 
cultures."

– Adele, Bachelor of Laws student

Charles Darwin University acknowledges 
and pays respect to the Elders both past 
and present of all First Nations people 
upon whose lands CDU campuses and 
centres are located.

All information contained in this guide is correct at the time 
of production, but is subject to change as information 
is reviewed and updated throughout the year. When 
considering a course, we recommend checking the CDU 
website for the most up-to-date information. 
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Why choose a 
law degree with 
CDU?
Our reputation for high-quality law education 
and research crosses into human rights, 
transnational, cyber and customary law. 
Our dedication to social justice ensures we 
integrate Indigenous perspectives into our 
programs, including Comparative Legal 
Systems, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law 
and Human Rights Law.

Placements

Our placement program now offers a refugee 
law stream and Indigenous justice stream, 
as well as placements with law firms, the 
courts and legislative bodies. You'll have 
the opportunity to research and deal with 
real cases and/or legal policy documents 
under the supervision of academic staff and 
external stakeholders.

Fast-track your degree

When you study law at CDU, you can qualify 
faster. The Bachelor of Laws doesn’t require 
you to take general, non-law subjects so you 
can graduate in three years rather than four.

"The opportunity to study law 
and practise locally was very 
appealing. I am interested 
in working pro-bono or in 
the fight for gender equality. 
CDU ensures that all industry 
placements take place close 
to home."

– Ade, Bachelor of Laws student^Good Universities Guide 2023

Top 5
in Australia for  

law and paralegal 
employment  

outcomes^
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Easy-to-use  
online 
classroom
Charles Darwin University 
is a national leader in online 
learning. Whether you study 
online or on campus, you’ll have 
access to our online learning 
platform, Learnline. It’s powered 
by world-class technology and 
a team of staff and academics 
who have been delivering and 
supporting online study for 
decades.

24/7 academic and technical 
support
Access your very own study-specific online tutoring 
service, including feedback on draft assignments to 
help you learn and improve. We also offer round-
the-clock technical support via email, call and chat 
to ensure you stay connected.

Collaborate effectively
Find clear, simple and responsive learning tools to 

collaborate and manage your time more effectively.

Choose your format
Access your learning materials in text, video or 
audio.

Due date reminders
Stay organised with Learnline’s calendar, which 
automatically keeps track of due dates for your 
assessments and exams. Choose how you’d like to be 
reminded of tasks, assessments, exams and grades.

Access on any device
Attend your lectures and access learning materials 
on desktop, laptop or mobile device. Upload your 
assignments from anywhere and on any device.

Stream live or catch up later
Take part in interactive lectures and group 
discussions live or download recordings or resources 
to access later.

Join our social media community

 facebook.com/charlesdarwinuniversity

 @charlesdarwinuniversity

 @CDUni

  linkedin.com/school/charles-darwin-university
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Study 
support 
wherever 
you are
Whether you study online or on 
campus, you’ll be surrounded by 
a network of study buddies and 
support services to help keep 
you motivated, focused and  
on-track with your studies.

Online study buddies
Enjoy seamless, interactive collaboration with your 
peers, tutors and lecturers on Learnline. Jump into 
forums, join discussion boards and chat online with 
your fellow students – any time of the day or night, 
across Australia and beyond.

Free career advice
The Careers and Employment team offer expert 
advice and online tools to help you find a job, 
understand your work style, build your CV, practise 
job interviews, and more.

Free academic skills programs
Peer Assisted Study Sessions (PASS) are online and 
on campus group study sessions run by students, 
for students. Students who have successfully 
completed the same unit will teach you new study 
skills, assessment techniques and exam preparation 
strategies.

The Academic Language and Learning Success 
Program (ALLSP) is a free, confidential academic 
skills service to help you improve your study skills 
and understand what your assignments require. Get 
advice at drop-in sessions, personal appointments, 
online tutorials, or workshops.

Support for First Nations students 
A dedicated First Nations Student Services team 
provides multi-layered support to assist Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander students in achieving their 
tertiary education goals. This includes free tutoring, 
support with travelling away from home, application 
processes, scholarship applications and more.

Student Central dream team
Student Central is your one-stop spot for support and 
guidance. You can phone, email or visit them for advice 
on admissions, timetabling, enrolling, exams, course 
fees and payments, study plans, scholarships, and more.

Log on to the library
Online and on campus students have 24/7 access to 
library resources. Professional library staff are ready 
to help over the phone, via email, or face-to-face on 
most campuses.

Equal access
A dedicated Equity Services team provides free and 
confidential counselling, services and support for 
students with a disability and/or health condition. 
This may include providing adjustments to your 
study conditions, course materials in other formats, 
or assistive technology.
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On Campus
Today, Charles Darwin University has more than 22,000 
students spread across 10 campuses and centres 
spanning the Northern Territory, Sydney and all of 
Australia as they study online. A range of facilities are 
available on campus, these can also be accessed by 
online students who live nearby. 

 → cafes and dining options

 → student lounges

 → student advocacy

 → childcare

 → IT kiosk 

 → a range of accommodation options

 → sports facilities, such as tennis courts and covered basketball courts

 → gardens and green open spaces

 → a well-equipped library with computers

 → CDU bookshop for all of your textbook needs.

Convenient  
accommodation

On campus 

 → International House Darwin, located on the Casuarina campus, offers 
a relaxed and vibrant community with students from all corners of 
Australia and the world calling it home. 

 → Alice Springs Student Accommodation offers single and twin-share 
rooms, with communal kitchens, a self-service laundry, and WIFI. 

 → Katherine Student Accommodation offers single rooms that can 
be inclusive of meal options if required. Residents have access to a 
recreation room, dining room, sports oval, and pool.

 Off campus 

 → UniLodge offers modern student apartments located just 800 metres 
from our Casuarina campus. 

 → The Equity Services team can also help you find off-campus 
accommodation.
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Entry requirements 
that recognise your 
achievements
Each university course has its own entry requirements 
- if you've achieved the required ATAR and meet the 
requirements you can apply directly into the course of 
your choice.

But perhaps you didn’t ace Year 12, decided to start 
your career with a trade, parked your first degree to 
go travelling, or you already have great professional 
experience in your industry.

We welcome and celebrate unique paths like these, 
which is why we offer a range of non-traditional, 
flexible entry requirements. For most of our 
undergraduate degrees, you can apply on the basis of:

 An Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank (ATAR) 

  A Vocational Education and Training (VET) or 
TAFE Certificate

 The Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) 

  Successfully completing at least one semester 
of full-time study of a university degree or 
diploma 

  Successfully completing a recognised 
university preparation course, such as our free 
Tertiary Enabling Program 

  Your work or industry experience, outlines 
in a personal competencies or employment 
experience statement. 

Some undergraduate degrees have higher admission 
requirements, Find out more at cdu.edu.au/study
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How to apply
There are several ways to apply to study at Charles Darwin University. You can apply via 
a Tertiary Admissions Centre. If you live in the Northern Territory, South Australia, Victoria, 
Western Australia, Tasmania or the Australian Capital Territory, apply via the South Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC). If you are a resident of New South Wales, apply via the 
Universities Admissions Centre (UAC). 

If you're returning to study at Charles Darwin University, you may be eligible to apply directly 
via MyNextCourse. Visit mynextcourse.cdu.edu.au

Apply through SATAC or UAC

Explore SATAC/UAC course 
search

Visit satac.edu.au or uac.edu.au to find 
information about entry requirements, 
selection processes and application dates for 
your preferred course.

Register with SATAC or UAC

To start your application, you will need to 
register with SATAC or UAC. You can find 
instructions for this on their websites. 

Once you have registered as an applicant: 

- SATAC will send you an acknowledgment
email with a link to access your online
application

or 

- UAC will send you an acknowledgment email
with your application number and UAC pin.

Complete your application

Follow the instructions from SATAC/UAC to 
start and finish your application. Remember 
to save as you go! 

Although SATAC/UAC can access most of 
your Australian study records, it's helpful to 
upload your relevant registration, VET/TAFE 
and overseas qualifications when you apply. 

SATAC/UAC may contact you for further 
information.

Accept and enrol

If your application is successful you will receive 
an offer to study at Charles Darwin University. 
This will arrive via email from SATAC or UAC. 

Shortly after that, we will email you information 
on how to enrol and attend our orientation. 

If you have received an offer for a quota course, 
you must enrol by the date specified in your 
offer. If you don't, the offer will lapse and your 
place may be offered to another applicant. 

1

2

3

4
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“I choose to study at CDU for 
several reasons. Unlike many 
other universities, CDU offered an 
amazing fast track option for law. I could 
complete my law degree in three years, as 
opposed to the usual four.

Finishing my law degree in a shorter amount 
of time will mean I reach the workplace faster 
and there’s no compromise on how many 
different areas of the law I study.”

– Ade, Bachelor of Laws student
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First Nations Pre-Law Program 
COURSE CODE – ZIPLP1 
Waterfront Darwin

DURATION – 4 weeks full-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Charles Darwin University (CDU) Asia Pacific College of 
Business and Law delivers a First Nations pre-law and mentoring 
program commencing in January-February each year. The 
program is made up of two components; a 4-week full-time 
intensive pre-law program delivered on-campus at the Asia 
Pacific College of Business and Law, and an ongoing individual 
and group mentoring component. 

Successful completion of the program provides candidates with 
a pathway into the CDU Bachelor of Laws program, with the 
potential to commence law studies immediately after completion 
of the pre-law program.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
This course is only available for First Nations peoples who would 
like to pursue a career in law and be supported through peer-to-
peer learning and mentoring.

This course is being reviewed and may be amended for 2023.

Diploma of Laws 

SATAC CODE – 186001  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 591071  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 1 year full-time, 2 years part-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1, Semester 2

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Diploma of Laws offers you a general understanding of the 
law, legal processes and legal principles, as well as an opportunity 
to gain the specialist knowledge you may need for work or other 
reasons. 

This program is also suitable for internationally qualified lawyers 
who need to complete some Australian subjects to qualify 
for admission to legal practice in Australia and is a recognised 
pathway to the Bachelor of Laws at Charles Darwin University.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Completing the Diploma of Laws may lead to roles in politics, 
industrial relations and community advocacy in government, 
private companies and non-government organisations (NGO).

Charles Darwin University
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Associate Degree of Legal Studies 
SATAC CODE – 185001  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 592041  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 2 years full-time, 4 years part-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1, Semester 2

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Associate Degree of Legal Studies is for anyone who is 
interested in broadening their understanding of the legal system 
without committing to a full law degree.

This course will give you a broad understanding of the law, legal 
processes and legal principles and introduce you to practical areas 
of the law such as torts, contracts, criminal law and transnational 
law. 

It caters for two groups of students: those who have a general 
interest in legal issues without wishing to complete a full law 
degree, and those who wish to gauge their interest in legal studies 
and perhaps later seek to undertake a full law degree program.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Completing the Associate Degree of Legal Studies may lead to 
career opportunities in administrative, secretarial or paralegal 
roles in government, corporate and private legal environment.

INHERENT REQUIREMENTS
Inherent requirements apply to this course.
See http://www.cdu.edu.au/inherent-requirements for details.

Bachelor of Laws 
SATAC CODE – 184051  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 590381  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 3 years full-time, 6 years part-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1, Semester 2

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Bachelor of Laws degree provides you with the academic 
foundation to become a lawyer or work in a range of industries 
that require legal expertise, including politics, policy, government, 
business and private legal practice. 

At CDU, you can complete a Bachelor of Laws in just three years, 
with options to study your law degree 100% online, on campus 
or a mix of both. On graduating, you will be eligible to apply for 
admission to the legal practice anywhere in Australia. 

The Bachelor of Laws teaches you about legal systems and 
principles in Australia and abroad. You'll gain skills in legal 
research, analysis and communication, and learn theoretical 
perspectives on the law. The course also has a unique focus on 
transnational law (which looks at how laws are applied in more 
than one jurisdiction) and comparative law (which examines 
different legal systems from around the world), so you'll gain 
insight into the legal issues facing today's globalised economies 
and societies. 

If you choose to study law online, you'll have 24/7 access to 
CDU's online learning platform, recorded lectures and tutorial 
assistance. You can study where, when and how it suits you. 

As the Bachelor of Laws is a competitive course, you're also 
encouraged to apply for the Associate Degree of Legal Studies or 
the Diploma of Laws. These programs are an alternative pathway 
to the Bachelor of Laws.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Bachelor of Laws is accredited by the Legal Practitioners 
Admission Board of the Northern Territory and provides the 
academic foundation for admission to legal practice in the 
Northern Territory and elsewhere in Australia. 

To be admitted to legal practice in Australia, you must also 
complete the Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice (GDLP). This can 
be taken through The College of Law, Sydney, and completed online.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A Bachelor of Laws degree prepares you for a wide range of jobs. 
You may choose to pursue a career as solicitor or barrister, or 
work in fields that benefit from legal expertise, such as politics, 
public service, industrial relations, community advocacy or 
commerce in general.

INHERENT REQUIREMENTS
Inherent requirements apply to this course.
See http://www.cdu.edu.au/inherent-requirements for details.
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Bachelor of Accounting/Diploma of Laws 
SATAC CODE – 184181  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 590721
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 3 years full-time, 6 years part-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1, Semester 2

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Bachelor of Accounting/Diploma of Laws provides a sound 
knowledge base in the complementary fields of accounting and 
law. Students enrolled in the accounting degree can graduate with 
two qualifications including a Bachelor of Accounting and Diploma 
of Laws in a three year period when studying full-time. 

The Bachelor of Accounting includes financial accounting, 
management accounting, taxation, business law and finance. 
This vocationally oriented and student-centred course provides 
students with employment and professional skills needed in a 
rapidly changing business environment. It allows for flexibility of 
study and prepares students for careers in a variety of business 
fields. The course also develops communication, presentation 
and problem solving skills. Successful completion of the degree 
will satisfy the entry requirements of the professional accounting 
bodies in Australia. 

The Diploma of Laws is designed to give you an understanding 
of aspects of law without committing to a full law degree. 
You will gain a broad understanding of the legal system, legal 
processes and some areas of the law. Select from a wide range 
of law elective units, for both a general understanding of the 
law and legal principles, and some specialised knowledge. Upon 
completion of the Diploma, you can apply to study a Bachelor of 
Laws degree with full credit for units completed so you can finish 
your degree faster.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Completion allows graduates to apply for membership of CPA 
Australia, Chartered Accountants of Australia and New Zealand 
(CAANZ) or Chartered Institute of Management Accountants 
(CIMA) (UK).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Completing a Bachelor of Accounting/Diploma of Laws dual 
qualification can lead to a wide range of career opportunities 
in small, medium and large organisations. An accountant with 
knowledge of the law is better equipped to handle legal issues 
relating to money. As a dual qualification graduate, you may 
become a financial accountant, management accountant, 
financial auditor, tax auditor/preparer, business financial analyst, 
or work in a large multinational company or 'Big Four' accounting 
firm. Or, you could run your own businesses, work in a small local 
accounting firm, or work in other areas of business management. 
There can be other career opportunities due to the combination 
of knowledge of accounting and law putting you in a unique 
advantage which a single qualification otherwise cannot offer.

Bachelor of Laws Honours 
SATAC CODE – 1BH020  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 820041  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 1 year full-time, 2 years part-time

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Bachelor of Laws Honours is a one-year course for high-
achieving Bachelor of Laws' graduates. It may provide you with a 
pathway to a PhD, enhance your career prospects and advance 
your legal research and writing skills.

During the course, you'll undertake a substantial legal research 
project in an area relevant to your career. This is an opportunity 
to deeply explore a legal topic of your interest, as well as develop 
a sound understanding of the research methodologies relevant to 
law and legal scholarship.

With the support of CDU's academic staff and your research 
supervisor, you will be encouraged to produce quality research 
and develop your project to a publishable level.

If you successfully complete the Bachelor of Laws Honours, you 
may be eligible for admission to a PhD.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This course is recognised by the Legal Profession Admission Board 
in the Northern Territory.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Law prepares you to pursue the pathway towards a career 
as a solicitor or barrister, however, it may also provide career 
paths into areas where an in-depth understanding of the law is 
advantageous, including politics, the public service, industrial 
relations or community advocacy.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Successful completion of a Bachelor of Laws degree or a related 
discipline with a minimum GPA of 5.50.

ADDITIONAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must contact the College by email at law@cdu.edu.
au to discuss a potential research project and supervision prior to 
application. In addition to minimum GPA of 5.50, applicants are 
required to have a research project topic and supervisor who has 
agreed to supervise the student and project before admission is 
approved.

INHERENT REQUIREMENTS
Inherent requirements apply to this course.
See http://www.cdu.edu.au/inherent-requirements for details.
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Bachelor of Laws (Graduate Entry) 
SATAC CODE – 1BG015  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

UAC CODE – 820011  
Waterfront Darwin, Online

DURATION – 3 years full-time, 6 years part-time 

DOMESTIC INTAKE – Semester 1, Semester 2

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Bachelor of Laws (Graduate Entry) provides you with the 
academic foundation for admission to legal practice. In that 
context, the course provides you with knowledge of the law, legal 
processes and legal principles and cultivates a capacity for legal 
research, analysis and communication.

There is a focus on the analysis, interpretation, evaluation and 
application of various sources of legal authority to construct 
solutions to legal problems. The course also deals with theoretical 
perspectives on the law and encourages an appreciation of legal 
issues of special significance to the Northern Territory, including 
Aboriginal legal issues.

This Bachelor-level course has an entry pathway for students who 
already hold an undergraduate degree. The course structure and 
content is the same as the standard Bachelor of Laws, however 
the course title is distinguished by the inclusion of `Graduate 
Entry' to place distinction on a graduate's multiple qualifications.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Bachelor of Laws (Graduate Entry) is accredited by the Legal 
Practitioners Admission Board of the Northern Territory and 
provides the academic foundation for admission to legal practice 
in the Northern Territory and elsewhere in Australia.

To be admitted to legal practice in Australia, you must also 
complete the Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice (GDLP). This can 
be taken through the College of Law, Sydney, and completed online.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Law prepares you to pursue the pathway towards a career as a 
solicitor or barrister. It may also provide career paths into areas 
where an in-depth understanding of the law is advantageous, 
including politics, the public service, industrial relations or 
community advocacy.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Successful completion of a recognised bachelor degree (other 
than law) or equivalent international qualification.

INHERENT REQUIREMENTS
Inherent requirements apply to this course.
See http://www.cdu.edu.au/inherent-requirements for details.
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