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Your Higher Degree:  Beginnings

Welcome to your Higher Degree Programme.

This is a key moment of your life.  A pivot.  A transition.  A foundation.  This is a new context and environment.  Most of us only complete one higher degree in our lives.  So – how do we start?

This short checklist offers options and opportunities to structure your first day / week / month.

1. Contact your Principal Supervisor and Associate Supervisor.  Organize your first meeting as soon as possible.
2. Meet your key HDR administrators in your Faculty.  They are great people and can assist you throughout your candidature.
3. Familiarize yourself with the administrators in the Office of Research and Innovation (ORI).  Particularly, remember to use the email address research.degrees@cdu.edu.au if you need any support, or are not sure where to ask for support.
4. Say hello to the Dean of Graduate Studies, Tara Brabazon.  She meets with all students.  Keep in touch with her throughout the candidature:  tara.brabazon@cdu.edu.au
5. Activate your computer account (www.cdu.edu.au/student-central/my-computer-account).  Press the plus sign next to Activation and then choose Activate my computer account.
6. You will now have an email address.  For more information, see https://www.cdu.edu.au/itms/students-email
7. You will now have access to software.  Visit portal.cdu.edu.au.  Enter your email address and password.  
8. If you are an on-campus student, you will be granted access to a computer, printer and office space.  Contact your HDR administrators in your Faculty for assistance.
9. Read past theses.  The PhD is a genre.  Read completed theses and understand the genre.  Visit researchers.cdu.edu.au. Choose “student theses.” 
10. Review the Charles Darwin University Supervisory Charter.  Be clear on your rights and responsibilities, and the rights and responsibilities of your supervisor.
11. Review the requirements for your first milestone: the Confirmation of Candidature.
12. Complete the 8 core modules from Epigeum’s Research Integrity programme.
13. Log the key support services through the university 
a. International Students (international@cdu.edu.au or 1800 061 963)
b. Counselling, disability services, accommodation (equity@cdu.edu.au or visit www.cdu.edu.au/equity-services) 
c. Bullying or harassment (visit www.cdu.edu.au/opc/contact-officers) 
d. Car parking (www.cdu.edu.au/university-operations/facilities-management) 
14. Remember to discuss Intellectual Property as soon as possible with your supervisors.  

Enjoy your experience with CDU.  We are here to care and support you through your higher degree.
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