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Australian Settler-Colonial
Geopolitical Imaginaries in
Northern Tropicalt Australia

e

Christian Miller-Sabbioni
Supervisors: Dr Alexander Davis and Dr Ari Jerrems



House of Representatives
10 September 1902
1st Parliament - 1st Session

D —

e “[The North faces] the triple problems
Involved in this instance - as in some
others - the tropical problem, the
racial problem, and the financial
problem.”




Roosevelt to Australia:
A warning note

e —

e 1. “Either fill your cradles, or throw open your
gates.”

e 2. “Beware of keeping your far North Empty.”

e 3. “The Nation that is opulent, aggressive, and
unarmed, invites disaster” (January 5, 1906)




Research Outline

e Research Question: How Australian settler-colonial geopolitical imaginaries (SCGI) shape Australian
defence and security postures in northern tropical Australia?

e What | am doing: Examining how Australian SCGI have developed historically and influenced contemporary
Australian Foreign Policy (AFP) elites’ perceptions of defence and security in northern tropical Australia.

e Methodology: Applying a historical genealogical approach to understand AFP through a post-colonial
perspective

e What | am focussing on:
1. Understanding the nature of the relationship between SCGI and Australian defence and security in

northern Australia.
2. Examining key historical periods such as the nature of British colonisation of the continent especially as

It relates to Northern settlement in the nineteenth century; Federation; WW1; WW2; Suez Crisis; Vietham
war; Tampa Crisis illustrate how Australian SCGI influence decision-making in relation so Australia’s
security and defence in tropical northern Australia.



Significance

e Literature review:
1. Postcolonial IR: There remains a lack of post- and de-colonial literature that critically examines the

historical unfolding of Australian settler-colonialism from an International Relations standpoint.

2. Historical IR turn: there is a disciplinary deficit of historically grounded scholarship and IR scholars
continue to draw poorly on historical scholarship to stake their claims (de Carvalho et al., 2011).
Additionally, in Australia minimal Historical IR scholarship exists.

e My positionality: There has been an underrepresentation of Aboriginal people in the field of International
Relations (Blackwell, 2022). Aboriginal scholarship is minimal and there is a clear lack of Aboriginal scholarly
voices (Davis & Blackwell, 2023). As a Whadjuk, Ballardong Noongar — an Aboriginal Australian - | offer an
iInformed critique on Australia’s SCGI and will contribute to closing the gap.



Contemporary Issues

 Indigenous Diplomacy Agenda
‘We have a vision for a world where the rights
and traditions of indigenous people are
respected ... and where indigenous people are
part|C|pants and beneficiaries of the
International system’ (Commonwealth of
Australia - DFAT 2021).

: Why the Voice referendum failed - and what
the government hasn’t Iearned from it

e Port of Darwin
2015-16 post-lease Defence Intelligence
Review
2021 Morrison Government national security
review
2023 Albanese Government PM&C review

o AUKUS
“The UK, Australia and US are natural allies -
while we may be separated geographically, our
Interests and values are shared. The AUKUS - firm steps up fight 1 retain cortrol of Darwin
alliance will bring us closer than ever, creating a Poviamaona ingaisatte.
new defence partnership and driving jobs and ST S 8 A1 U AR 1 SR
prosperity.” — Boris Johnson (15/09/21)
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Preliminary Findings
and Research to Date

e Historical Chapter:
The Australian settler-colonial geopolitical imaginary is
constituted through three recurring strategic
narratives:

1.Contamination: tropical degeneration, racial
anxieties, fears of Asian migration, disease,
miscegenation...

2.Abandonment: our allies that defend our vulnerable
northern approaches will withdraw, the north is empty,
underdeveloped, unsettled...

3.Invasion: empty space invites external penetration,
first frontier anxieties, collective memory from
Japanese bombing of Darwin...
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Conclusion

Australian strategic thought has long imagined the north through the
recurring settler-colonial narratives of abandonment, contamination
and invasion. This thesis proposes to develop an argument that these
Imaginaries continue to shape how northern Australia is governed,
secured, militarised and developed in the present.



Image: Waggle
and Yondock

Story, by artist
Shane Pickett
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Disrupting the Axis
A Warumungu Luritja Standpoint on

Educational System Reform

By Assoc Prof Tracy Woodroffe
tracy.woodroffe@cdu.edu.au




Reframing
Knowledge
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Research as
Advocacy

Research is not neutral

It shapes systems and
decisions

Indigenous research is
advocacy

Tracy Woodroffe July 2026



System Shift

* Frombeing researched
 To leading research
* To reshaping systems
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's Standpoint
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Standpoint &
Method

Cultural authority and data

Presentation Feedback
sovereignty

Indigenous Women
Methodology

Theory
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Practice to Policy

* 20+ years classroom experience
* Links pedagogy to systems
* Translates to national policy impact

Tracy Woodroffe July 2026



Workforce
Pathways

VETDSS to Bachelor of
Education

Strengthening First
Nations teacher
workforce

Removing structural
barriers

Tracy Woodroffe July 2026
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The Challenge™
\

* Fragmented research
pathways

e Limited Indigenous-led HDR
structures

Gaps between community
and academia
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Indigenous Research
' Education Program

IREP Whole-of-university
Model approach

Pipeline from community '

to leadership

Tracy Woodroffe July 2026



IREP Pathway

« Community knowledge
holders

e Micro-credentials and
coursework

« HDR and research leadership
e Policy and community impact

Tracy Woodroffe July 2026



Impact

Strengthens Indigenous
research capacity

Embeds culturally grounded
methodologies

Positions CDU as national
leader
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Standards &
Accountability
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Indigenous knowledge redef

excellence
-on
Essential to the system

Not an add
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In closing...

* We are transforming systems
 We are leading research
 We are disrupting the axis
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First Nations Adaptions
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Clean Energy




Bilingual Education
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/352448757_
Interdisciplinary_and_Intercultural_Development_of _an_Early_Literacy_App_in_Dhuwaya
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What are our stories

Introduction to culture and country
Four levels:
*For children: Moral tale set on location to describe navigating

country
eFor youth: Expand indicators with detail of living on country

eFor adults: Expand how local country fits in large environment and
how society relates to country

eFor elders: Spiritual knowledge of country



Stories are located

« Stories are shared with those who have a relationship to the story
e This keeps the knowledge robust

« Unless the different story holders get to share on country they will
not hear the whole story

o Itis these collated stories that provide a clear understanding of
the knowledge



Storytelling
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How are they told

elocation is our country

elanguage used is the language of that country

eindicators are the important aspects of caring for that country
emoral story is our cultural values for that community

eanimals and plants are metaphors for our people and our totems
ethe overarching narratives is expanded by people who know part

of the local story
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Gaming is relevant

eStart with a moral tale

eMetaphors are common way of teaching

*The genuine location is preferred for sharing
e|ndicators on landscape for further stories
eCommunity are experienced in this media
eCommunity have skills in images and gamification



Gaming template

Game engines provide:

*Physics for moving objects

eSet up interactions between objects

Includes plugins to:

ecxtract area from satellite

eavatars that are suitable

e\\rite text interactions

Al tools such as:

eanimation extracted from video

etext to speech with voice adopted from recorded segment



Topics: Engineering
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