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What is the Census?
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 Every five years, the ABS conducts the Australian Census of Population and 
Housing. 

 The Census counts every person and home in Australia.

 Census data tells us about the economic, social and cultural make-up of 
the country. 

 The Census is compulsory for everyone in Australia on Census night 
(including international students, temporary workers, and tourists).

The next Census will be held on Tuesday 11 August 2026.



The value of the Census
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 The Census provides some of the country’s most valuable 
statistics. It helps us understand what we need now, and into the 
future.

 Census data is used to estimate Australia’s population, set 
electoral boundaries and distribute government funds.

 Census data helps inform decisions about transport, schools, 
health care and infrastructure for communities across Australia.

 Community groups, not-for-profit organisations, businesses and 
governments use Census data to make important decisions.

 It helps to plan and ensure the right services are available to 
individuals, families and communities, where and when they are 
needed.



5



2021 Census, Northern Territory
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Based on place of usual residence. 
Excludes overseas visitors and 
Other Territories

Most common 
languages used 
were 
Kriol (2.2%) 
Djambarrpuyngu 
(1.7%) 
Greek (1.4%) 
Nepali (1.3%)

https://www.abs.gov.au/census/guide-census-data/census-dictionary/2021/glossary/u#usual-residence


 Your privacy and the information you provide on the Census is protected by law.

 The ABS is legally required to keep data secure and not release information in a 
way that is likely to identify an individual.

 Personal information is protected by law under the Privacy Act 1988 and the 
secrecy provisions of the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

 Your personal information isn’t shared with anyone (including other government 
agencies, police, Centrelink or housing offices). 

 Census systems are designed in line with Australian Government information 
security standards developed by the Australian Signals Directorate. 

How we keep your information safe
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 The ABS uses ASD-recommended strategies to prevent unauthorised 
access and cyber intrusions.

 To find out more, go to census.abs.gov.au/privacy  



Ways to participate
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 Households can complete the Census in their 
preferred way – online, by paper or with help from us. 

 From late July 2026, households will receive 
instructions on how to complete the Census.

 Households can complete their Census as soon as they 
receive instructions if they know who will be home on 
Census night. 

 Some people living in remote areas and people 
experiencing homelessness will have help to complete 
their Census from one of our Census staff.

• If you, or someone in your household, would like to 
complete a separate form for privacy reasons, you can 
get a Census number to complete online or request a 
paper form by calling the Census Contact Centre.



How we reach all of Australia

We make contact with households across Australia 
in different ways: 

 Mail out – 88.5% 
Letters delivered by Australia Post

 Drop off – 11.1%
Paper form delivered by field staff

 Remote – 0.4% 
Interview with field staff 
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Remote area strategy (RAS) Drop-off strategy Mail-out strategy



Making sure everyone is counted
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 The Census asks questions about age, country of birth, 
ancestry, language spoken at home, work and education.

 A critical part of any Census is to make sure anyone who is in 
Australia on Census night is counted.

 For the 2026 Census we have designed inclusive strategies for 
groups that face barriers, challenges or obstacles to taking part 
in the Census.

 These strategies provide different types of support for people to 
participate in the Census.



Supporting people to participate 

 30,000 field staff for the 2026 Census 

 Census Contact Centre

o Translating and Interpreting Service

o National Relay Service

 Census website, including chatbot 

 Information sessions and Pop-up Hubs

 Accessible forms and information resources

 Strong relationships with community and partners

 Special approaches for harder to reach communities 

 Translated information including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander languages

 Support in communities to help with remote participation and 
homelessness count. 11



Away from home on Census night

International visitors  
 It is important that all visitors to Australia complete the form on Census night, 

regardless of how long they intend to stay. A form will be provided by their 
accommodation provider or by the person whose home they are staying at. 
Alternatively, they can complete your Census online. 

Travellers
 It is important that everyone completes their Census form with the address of where 

they stayed on Census night, even if they were travelling. People can complete their 
Census online or pick up a form from pre-identified locations around Australia. 

Hotels, motels, caravan parks
 A Census form and instructions will be provided by accommodation providers on 

Census night.
Hospitals and care facilities
 A Personal form and instructions will be provided by facilities on Census night.
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When will data be released?
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June 2027
• Key demographics
• Cultural diversity
• Health

October 2027
• Employment
• Educational 

qualifications
• Internal migration

Early to mid 2028
• Journey to work
• Socio-economic 

indexes for areas 
(SEIFA)

• Estimates of people 
experiencing 
homelessness



Next steps & timeframes

What’s Ahead

 Census night: Tuesday 11 August 2026
 2026 Census data released from June 2027
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1991
Census Operations
(40,000 forms 
delivered across 
remote 
communities)

1996
Community 
Engagement
(Shows, promotion 
and field support)

1990s
Indigenous Statistics 
Unit (mmainframe 
analysis and custom 
Census tables)

1997
Sydney Processing 
Centre and selling 
Census data

Past 21 years
Population Research
20+ years using 
Census data daily

My census journey(s)



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.planetware.com/i/photo/ayers-rock-central-australia-aunt058.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.planetware.com/picture/central-australia-ayers-rock-aus-aunt058.htm&h=334&w=500&sz=256&tbnid=7GpveQl4u04wJM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=ayers+rock&usg=__LK4sbEVgwjwIkVgmhEz950DBg64=&ei=jK9qSt2ME8ifkQWohsiOCw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image


Health outcomes for those serving, who served and never served

17Source: Author calculations from ABS Table Builder, 2021 Census, Place of Usual Residence



A mirror of injustices and an in 
institutional perpetrator of it

Through categories, exclusions and administrative 
practices, the Census both documented and contributed 
to the marginalisation of First Nations peoples. 

Section 127 of the Constitution
(removed after the 1967 Referendum) 

“In reckoning the numbers of people of the 
Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the 
Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be 

counted.”

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.planetware.com/i/photo/ayers-rock-central-australia-aunt058.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.planetware.com/picture/central-australia-ayers-rock-aus-aunt058.htm&h=334&w=500&sz=256&tbnid=7GpveQl4u04wJM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=ayers+rock&usg=__LK4sbEVgwjwIkVgmhEz950DBg64=&ei=jK9qSt2ME8ifkQWohsiOCw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img5.travelblog.org/Photos/35320/221325/f/1714313-Aussie-Outback-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.travelblog.org/Photos/1714313.html&usg=__lJu2c0MAfZlK9gFvjOKc37A6W9g=&h=600&w=450&sz=31&hl=en&start=25&um=1&tbnid=XSyWAchG5x3ldM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=outback&ndsp=18&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&rlz=1I7GGLM_en&sa=N&start=18&um=1


Drivers of growth in Australia’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander population

Source: Shalley, F., Griffiths, K. & Wilson, T. No Longer Indigenous. Popul Res Policy Rev 42, 53 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2


Drivers of growth in Australia’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander population (2)

No longer Indigenous
(45,070)

Indigenous to not-stated
 (4,586 people)

Consistently Indigenous
(572,375)

New identifiers
(129,619)

Source: Shalley, F., Griffiths, K. & Wilson, T. No Longer Indigenous. Popul Res Policy Rev 42, 53 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11113-023-09801-2


Economic imperatives

Billions of dollars of investments are guided by Census 
data during each 5-year Census cycle and/ or using data 
from multiple Censuses:

• Health
• Education
• Housing
• Private sector investment
• Economic policy

The more information we have (on an aggregate basis), 
the higher the likelihood (putting politics aside!) that 
decisions will meet the needs of our families and 
communities.



The census - the best available data source for planning, 
investment, policy making and policy evaluation

Provides denominator data for epidemiologists to calculate disease prevalence and incidence.

Enables banks and insurance providers to develop risk profiles, informing the design, availability, 
and pricing of financial and insurance products.

 Informs major housing policy initiatives, including the National Housing Accord target of 1.2 million 
new homes, via data on home ownership, household composition, rental stress, and housing stock.

Supports measurement of Closing the Gap outcomes (education, language and workforce 
measures.

A key input to population projection models used for long-term planning and forecasting.

 Identifies fundamental demographic shifts and emerging long-term trends shaping the.



Census data identifying NT demographic megatrends



NT megatrends – Urbanising at pace

Source: Author calculations from ABS Table Builder, 2016 and 2021 Census, Place of Usual 
Residence



Urbanising at pace (2)

Source: ABS Census data, multiple years



NT megatrends - Our ageing population

Source: ABS Census data, multiple years



NT megatrends – Our changing societal make-up

27Source: ABS Census data, multiple years



Also Census ‘microtrends’

28

Source: ABS Census data, multiple years



Census for fact checking

The claims The Census data The verdict

"Eighty per cent of those are women," she 
continued. "Where women go, children 
follow. One in seven of those are 12 years or 
less; they are children, they are babies."

• Yes 122,494 experiencing homelessness in 
2021, but 7,636 (6%) were "sleeping 
rough“.

• Males the majority: 57% of homeless, 66% 
of those sleeping rough.

• There were 208 children aged under 12 
sleeping rough on census night (3%).

On all counts

Source: ABC (2023). Labor backbencher Michelle Ananda-
Rajah says there are 122,000 people sleeping rough. Is 
that correct? - ABC News

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-13/fact-check-michelle-ananda-rajah-homelessness/102462074


Let’s talk about the “U-word”
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The ABS attempts to enumerate everyone:
• Some get missed
• Some get double counted

Soon after Census, ABS does the Post Enumeration Survey 
from which it derives the “net undercount rate”.

NT has always had a higher net undercount rate than the 
rest of Australia (6% v 0.7% in 2021).

Positively correlated with remoteness, males, single 
people, Indigenous percentage and age (higher for 
younger).

For Indigenous Australians it was 17% in 2021.

DON’T PANIC! This is adjusted for in the official population 
estimates -  the Estimated Resident Population  



SEEN

HEARDCOUNTED



Seen, heard, counted
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LGBTQI+ communities
Migrants
Indigenous Australians
Volunteers
Women
Seniors
People with disabilities
Families



Being seen for the first time: LGBTQI+ communities
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From this (2021)

To this (2026)



Alice Springs and same-sex couples
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Source: ABC (2026). New research finds 
Alice Springs ranks in top 10 inclusive 
cities for LGBTQIA+ people - ABC News

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-03/inclusive-alice-springs-lesbian-capital-of-australia/106860494
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-03/inclusive-alice-springs-lesbian-capital-of-australia/106860494
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-03/inclusive-alice-springs-lesbian-capital-of-australia/106860494
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-03/inclusive-alice-springs-lesbian-capital-of-australia/106860494
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-03/inclusive-alice-springs-lesbian-capital-of-australia/106860494


People experiencing homelessness
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81% of homelessness in 
the NT is overcrowded 

dwellings

Source: Author calculations from ABS Table Builder, 2021 Census, Estimates of Homelessness
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Research for knowledge and policy

Source: Charles Darwin University (2026). Location-specific solutions needed to manage heat in global climate crisis | Charles Darwin University

https://www.cdu.edu.au/news/location-specific-solutions-needed-manage-heat-global-climate-crisis
https://www.cdu.edu.au/news/location-specific-solutions-needed-manage-heat-global-climate-crisis
https://www.cdu.edu.au/news/location-specific-solutions-needed-manage-heat-global-climate-crisis


In summary…
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The Census enables us to see the size, 
characteristics and locations of the 
many groups that make up Australia. In 
doing so, it helps ensure that people 
and communities are seen, their needs 
are heard, and they are counted in the 
decisions that shape our future.



Thank you – Questions please

andrew.taylor@cdu.edu.au

38

mailto:andrew.taylor@cdu.edu.au
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