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ACADEMIC LANGUAGE AND LEARNING SUCCESS PROGRAM 

Academic Sentences 
 

Aim 

To become a more proficient academic writer by focusing on the key elements of sentence 

construction. Analysing the sentences in formal academic texts enables you to emulate them in order 

to develop a rational, consistent and flowing argument. 

 
Putting academic sentences into context 

Those of you who have explored essay structure and critical analysis may be familiar with the 

importance of paragraph construction, the types of sentences that can be used for different purposes, 

and the use of linking words and phrases in academic writing. Clearer writing allows you to effectively 

communicate your understanding of a subject and your ability to think critically as is expected in an 

academic culture.  
 

Use the Clearer Writing web site (see the link below). It is an excellent site, showing how to construct 
academic sentences. Proceed through parts of it step by step to show you how to use it effectively. Be 
sure you understand each step before proceeding to the next. 
http://learningcentre.usyd.edu.au/clearer_writing/module2/info_structure_intro.html 
 

Revisit the relevant parts of this Clearer Writing website whenever you need to review. 
 

Applying your insights for clearer writing 

A useful practice is to take the insights you have gained and apply them to your own situation. You are 

asked to do a vast amount of reading during your studies. We suggest that when you identify a 

particularly effective piece of academic writing, that you analyse it by applying your understanding of 

sentence construction. Ask yourself why you found it so effective. How has the writer packaged the 

ideas and information? The following questions might help you to do this. 
 
Sentence level – information structures 
 

Can you identify the theme stage of selected sentences (which includes what the 

reader knows as previously given in the text)? 

Yes No 

Can you identify the ‘new’ stage of selected sentences (which elaborate on the theme, 

providing new information)? 

  

Are the themes and new stages correctly positioned in sentences?   

Do the themes connect to each other or to news information to make the writing more 

cohesive? 

  

 

 

Sentence level – academic sentences 
 

 Yes No 

Can you identify the noun group/s and verb groups?   

Is most of the information given in the noun group/s?   

Does the verb group make the relationship between information before and after the 

verb clear? 

  

These questions may also be useful when you are editing your own writing. 

http://learningcentre.usyd.edu.au/clearer_writing/module2/info_structure_intro.html

