
Artist’s talk: 
 HERE LIES TRUTH by Lee Harrop
Saturday 26 June
11am - 12 noon

Due to an increasing global call to mobilize artists 
to respond to the urgent and serious challenges 
facing humanity, such as climate change, there 
exists expectations of artists and their art. These 
expectations raise key questions about the social 
role(s) of the artist and what art contributes to society. 

This talk explores how art plays a role in bringing 
knowledge to an audience. Harrop considers how art can assist the process of truth-
telling by focusing on her artwork Here lies truth, 2016, created from geological core 
samples. 

Lee Harrop is a PhD candidate at Charles Darwin University undertaking practice-led 
research. Harrop’s artwork is word-focused and context-specific. Her recent artworks 
offer a representation of mining that can be considered alongside the wider global 
discourse surrounding mining and its environmental impact.

Image: Here Lies Truth ii, 2016, hand-engraved geological core samples from the Goldfields region 
of the Yilgarn Craton (granite, quartz, orthoclase, mica, tourmaline). Kindly sponsored by the 
Government of Western Australia, Department of Mines and Petroleum, Kalgoorlie.  

Collector’s talk: 
 HEAL COUNTRY, HEAL OUR NATION – 100 years 
of upfront and loud NAIDOC messages 
 by Dr Wendy Ludwig 
Wednesday 7 July
4.45 – 6.15pm 

A lifelong passion and commitment to the rights of First 
Nations peoples and workers has led Dr Wendy Ludwig 
to collect posters that focus attention on issues of extreme 
importance to First Nations peoples and that continue to 
resonate across the nation.

Wendy will present posters from her collection that depict 
themes and issues which have driven and reflected the 
agendas of First Nations peoples to establish National 
Aborigines and Islander Day Observance Committee 
(NAIDOC). The Day of Mourning in 1938 was the first record 
of action in NSW which gave impetus for First Nations 
peoples, and their many supporters, to rally and establish 
an annual observance event that has evolved into NAIDOC 
Week in 1975.

Dr Wendy Ludwig is a Kungarakan/Gurindji 
 woman,  an educationalist and willing 
 participant in creating history.

Artist’s talk: YOU ARE HERE,  
a floor-talk by Therese Ritchie 

Saturday 19 June
11am - 12 noon

YOU ARE HERE has truth-telling at its core. Join 
Therese Ritchie as she unpacks her research 
and creative processes, as well as articulates the 
significance of her imagery in her thought-provoking 
exhibition. 

Therese Ritchie is an accomplished Darwin-based 
artist whose art is socially engaged. Art and activism 
exist in equal proportions in Ritchie’s artistic practice. 
Art is the tool of Ritchie’s social action; whether with photographs, digital illustrations 
produced as limited-edition prints, or her graphic designs. Through these mediums she 
prods, impedes, directs and intervenes in the social, environmental and political structures 
that surround her. 

Ritchie is Alumna of CDU (1986, 2002 and 2004). CDU Art Collection holds the largest 
collection of Ritchie’s artwork in Australia, some of which were featured in Not dead yet: 
a retrospective exhibition of Therese Ritchie and Chips Mackinolty, an exhibition at the 
CDU Art Gallery in 2010. The exhibition Therese Ritchie: burning hearts was presented 
at MAGNT in 2019-20. In addition to her extensive solo exhibition accomplishments, 
Ritchie’s artwork is represented in numerous Australian collections. 

Image: Therese Ritchie, They all look the same to me, 2021 
digital inkjet on paper, 50 x 80 cm [image],  

CDU Art Collection; CDU3404.

Artist’s talk: 
 BALANCE  by Nadine Lee

Friday 11 June
12.00 noon - 1pm

In the process of collecting mica on Larrakia Country, for inclusion 
in her artworks such as Balance, Nadine Lee has learnt about 
little-known histories of her Larrakia ancestors. In this talk, Nadine 
Lee explores Larrakia histories through truth-telling and discusses 
Balance, an artwork she made in 2015 which is now part of the 
CDU Art Collection. 

Balance has been an exploration of seemingly fractured parts of my life: 
physical place, history, family, culture and personal identity. In putting it 
together I have found their connection and spliced them together forming 
the continuum of my being. In certain ways this is a healing process . . . 
not forgetting the past but building a future from its fragments.

 —Nadine Lee

Nadine Lee is a Larrakia, Wardaman and Karajarri woman. She is Alumna of the Charles 
Darwin University where she studied Visual Arts. Nadine is a practicing artist and works 
as the manager of the Northern Territory Regional Arts Fund at Darwin Community 
Arts. She participated in the Wesfarmers’ Indigenous Arts Leadership and Fellowship 
Program (2018) conducted by the National Gallery of Australia and was a recipient of 
the Encounters Indigenous Cultural Workers Scholarship (2016) at the National Gallery 
of Australia. 

Image: Nadine Lee, Balance, 2015, mica, embroidery frame, muslin, 
 21 cm diameter, CDU Art Collection: CDU 2882

YOU ARE HERE is an exhibition with truth-telling at its core. Artivist, Therese Ritchie, 
factually examines Australia’s frontier wars and the massacre of Indigenous peoples 
alongside the nation’s history of coal extraction and infrastructure development 
implemented by European settlers, mining companies and successive Australian 
governments. YOU ARE HERE is an unflinching examination of how we got to  
where we are now. 

CDU Art Collection preserves and documents the visual arts of the Northern Territory 
through the acquisition of artworks, in various mediums, created by First Nations and 
non-Indigenous artists based in the Northern Territory or with connections to region. 
The collection also includes artworks from Indonesia and Timor-Leste. Comprising of 
more than 3,400 artworks, the CDU Art Collection is presented in public exhibitions and 
on-campus displays. The Collection is accessible as a teaching and learning resource.

CDU Art Gallery presents an annual program of exhibitions in its state-of-the-art 
gallery located within the University’s Casuarina campus, Darwin. These exhibitions 
are professionally curated by CDU staff or are incoming-touring exhibitions from other 
Australian cultural institutions.

CDU Art Gallery Opening hours:
Chancellery (Building Orange 12 ground floor) Wednesday-Friday, 10am-4pm
Charles Darwin University Saturday, 10am-2pm
Casuarina campus

Curator, CDU Art Collection and Art Gallery: P: (08) 8946 6621
Dr Joanna Barrkman E: artgallery@cdu.edu.au
Collections and Exhibitions Officer:  W: cdu.edu.au/artgallery
Eileen Lim /cduartgallery

Presented by Charles Darwin University Art Gallery

A truth-telling exhibition by Therese Ritchie
10 June -17 July 2021

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
CDU Art Gallery

Chancellery (Building Orange 12)
ground floor, Casuarina campus
www.cdu.edu.au/artgallery69
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Impacts of mining on Indigenous  
communities and the environment

Friday 18 June 2021
CDU Art Gallery
10.00am – 12.30pm
RSVP: artgallery@cdu.edu.au 

Discussion panel (in person)
FACILITATOR: Ursula Raymond, the Deputy Treaty 
Commissioner for the NT, will facilitate the panel discussion. 
Ursula Raymond was born and raised in Darwin on Larrakia 
country and has cultural connections through to Kakadu (NT), 
Wuthathi (Shelburne Bay in Far North Queensland), and the 
Torres Strait Islands (particularly Horn Island and Thursday 
Island). Following a career in media and as a media, policy 
and political adviser at in Federal and Territory parliaments 
she joined the Northern Territory Treaty Commission. 

SPEAKERS: 
Professor Jenny Davis will outline the role of the Independent Expert Scientific 
Committee on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining Development (IESC). This 
committee provides scientific advice to decision makers on the impact that coal seam gas 
and large coal mining development may have on Australia’s water resources. The IESC 
was established as a statutory committee in 2012 by the Australian Government under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) in response 
to community concerns about coal seam gas and coal mining. She will summarise the 
findings of a recent study, funded by Gas Industry Social and Environmental Research 
Alliance (GISERA), to describe the stygofauna (groundwater-dwelling species) of the 
Beetaloo Basin. The surveys were undertaken as a pre-condition of shale gas extraction. 
Professor Davis is a member of the Research Institute for Environment and Livelihoods 
(RIEL) at CDU. She contributes to freshwater ecology and environmental management as 
a researcher, a university teacher, a PhD supervisor and as a member of local, national 
and international committees. She has advanced the understanding of global wetlands 
through research on wetland loss, hydrological change, eutrophication and salinization. 

Dr Erica A. Garcia will discuss her research undertaking Geological and Bioregional 
Assessment (GBA)-funded research investigating surface water fauna in the Beetaloo Basin 
as part of the inquiry into fracking in the NT. The aim of this project is to undertake baseline 
aquatic biodiversity surveys in the Beetaloo region.  Dr Garcia is an aquatic ecologist and 
researcher in the Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods, CDU.

Dr Kirsty Howey will discuss the McArthur River Mine and slow violence of Indigenous 
lands and waters. Using the case study of Australia’s most toxic mine – McArthur River 
Mine –Dr Howey’s talk will explain how mining, sacred site and environmental laws in 
Australia facilitate the ‘slow violence’ of environmental and cultural destruction. She 
shows how the laws that ostensibly contain such contamination are themselves 
permeable pathways that permit the devastating trajectory of acid mine drainage 
across time. Dr Howey is Co-Director of the Environment Centre NT and a former 
lawyer, who worked for a decade on various land rights and native title matters on 
behalf of traditional Aboriginal owners in the NT. She recently completed her PhD 
thesis at the University of Sydney, which examines the nexus between Indigenous land 
use agreements, the state and development in northern Australia.

Trish Rigby will discuss the impact of mining on remote Aboriginal communities in the 
Top End. Trish Rigby is General Manager of Executive Services, Northern Land Council.

Craig Turley will discuss the Traditional Owner Engagement Land Management and 
the Tanami Desert Ten Year Plan; Tanami Regional Biodiversity Monitoring Program; and 
the operations of the Yapa Crew. Craig Turley is Superintendent Social Responsibility, 
Newmont Australia.

Truth-telling and Australian history 

Wednesday 23 June
12 noon - 1pm (ACST)
CDU Art Gallery (or via Zoom link)
RSVP: artgallery@cdu.edu.au 

Lecture: Looking at Australian history from the north down by 
Professor Henry Reynolds (delivered via Zoom)
In this lecture by Australia’s leading historian, 
Professor Henry Reynolds will discuss his most recent 
publication Truth-telling: History, Sovereignty and the 
Uluru Statement, published by NewSouth Publishing 
in 2021. This book revisits the very premise of the 
settlement of Australia and challenges many of the 
historical and legal assumptions underpinning the 
colonisation of the continent. Reynolds argues that 
the weight of history and law provide a sound basis 
for the Uluru Statement from the Heart as a roadmap 
for the future. 

Frontier conflict between European settlers in Australia and Indigenous Australians has 
been the primary research focus of Professor Henry Reynolds. He has published 20 
books including: The Other Side of the Frontier (1981 JCU, 1982 1990 and, 2006); The 
Law of the Land (1987, 1988 and 1992); This Whispering in Our Hearts (1998);  Fate of a 
Free People (1995); Why Weren’t We Told (2000); and North of Capricorn, Forgotten War 
and Drawing the Global Colour Line (2013) co-authored with Marilyn Lake.

Professor Henry Reynolds holds honorary doctorates from the University of Tasmania 
and James Cook University and was elected as a National Living Treasure in 1998. He is 
an Honorary Research Professor (Aboriginal Studies and Global Cultures and Languages) 
at the University of Tasmania. Professor Reynolds has been the recipient of numerous 
literary awards including the Prime-Ministers Prize for non-fiction, Queensland Premier’s 
Prize, Human Rights Commission Prize for Literature, Victorian Premier’s Prize for non-
fiction, Banjo Prize of the Australian Book Council and, the Ernest Scott Prize. 

Dr Wendy Ludwig will introduce Professor 
Reynold and facilitate a Q&A following 
Professor Reynolds’ lecture. Dr Ludwig is a 
Kungarakan/Gurindji woman, an educationalist and 
willing participant in creating history.

Truth-telling and the limits of legal systems

Friday 2 July
10.30am - 12 noon
CDU Art Gallery
RSVP: artgallery@cdu.edu.au 

Lecture: Truth-telling in relation to the youth detention by 
Professor Thalia Antony (in person)
The 2016-17 Royal Commission into the Detention and 
Protection of Young People in the Northern Territory 
promised to be a watershed moment for truth-telling in 
relation to the youth detention system and affiliated carceral 
regimes. There was hope that the systems and individuals 
responsible for torture inflicted on young people in detention 
– including the use of spit hoods, tear gas, physical attacks, 
mechanical restraint chairs and indefinite segregation – 
would be held to account. This presentation examines how 
the Royal Commission processes and adversarial stance of 
the Northern Territory Government limited the scope of truth 
telling and precluded justice. The evidence of Aboriginal 
witnesses that pointed to the need for self-determination 
of Aboriginal families and communities, and decarceration 
of Aboriginal children, was overshadowed with a set of narrow recommendations and 
even more constrained government responses. This presentation argues that truth 
telling requires spaces in which Aboriginal people design the process and oversee 
implementation of recommendations. 

Thalia Anthony is a Professor of Law at the University of Technology Sydney; who 
lives and works on the stolen land of the Gadigal people. Her research focuses on 
the colonial legacy and systemic racism in legal and penal institutions, with a focus 
on the Northern Territory. Her books Indigenous People, Crime and Punishment and 
Decolonising Criminology highlight the harms that flow from state punishment on 
Aboriginal people. She works with Deadly Connections and Aboriginal Legal Services 
to further self-determination. Thalia recently campaigned against the draconian bail laws 
that disproportionately incarcerate Aboriginal kids in the Northern Territory.

Artists’ talk: I see red by Lee Harrop
I see red was commissioned by the City of Perth, Western 
Australia as a public artwork in 2015. However, it was 
decommissioned after permission to install the work 
was denied by the sitting judges of the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia. In the process of examining what 
ultimately led to the decommission, much was revealed 
about the power of art and how it can be used in the 
process of truth telling.

Lee Harrop is a PhD candidate at Charles Darwin University undertaking practice-led 
research. Harrop’s artwork is word-focused and context-specific. Her recent artworks 
offer a representation of mining that can be considered alongside the wider global 
discourse surrounding mining and its environmental impact.

Dr Nicolas Bullot will facilitate a Q&A. Dr Bullot is a research active lecturer and 
postgraduate supervisor in philosophy at the College of Indigenous Futures, Education, 
and Arts, CDU. His research engages with the fields of social philosophy, cognitive 
science, and the theory of art and culture. He has edited three volumes and published 
more than 30 peer-reviewed publications. 

Image: Artist’s impression of I see red, red neon (acrylic and electrics), Old Court House Law 
Museum, Perth, Western Australia. Image copyright and courtesy of Lee Harrop. 

Cover of Truth-telling by Henry Reynolds,  
published by NewSouth Publications, 2021.


