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Chair’s Report for 2016 
 

It is my pleasure to make this report as the Chair of the Charles Darwin University Foundation.  Thank you 
for your continuing support during 2016.  As you are aware, the Foundation was established to accept 
funds from donors to be applied for the promotion, advancement and development of Charles Darwin 
University.   

Due to your generosity, the Foundation continues to provide increasing financial support for our 
University, with just under two million dollars raised in 2016 - $1,969,300 to be precise.   

A donation of particular note was a bequest received from sisters Nancy Kingsland and Alison Jackson, 
dedicated to funding scholarships to promote the recruitment, retention, and return of Indigenous 
students from regional and remote Indigenous communities into undergraduate and post-graduate 
courses including nursing, primary health, and land care. 

Total Trust donations dispersed during the course of the year totalled $1,382,817. This amount included 
generous donations for forty-four scholarships; for prize funds for the Schools; and for special projects 
that included the University’s art acquisitions, professorial chairs, and the Australian Indonesian 
Architecture Workshop – an excellent collaboration and mentoring program with our Asian neighbours. 

Your support for through the Charles Darwin University Foundation continues to support a University of 
more than 23,000 students undertaking Vocational Education and Training qualifications and Higher 
Education degrees.  

The University ranked at number 34 by the Times Higher Education Supplement in the list of the world’s 
best universities aged 50 years or under 

All Foundation Members and donors share a pride in the advancement of our University at all its facilities 
from here at the Waterfront, at our Northern Territory campuses and at education centres across the 
north and nationwide. 

Highlights 
Our Greek Guardians program continued to flourish and 2016 saw the tenth anniversary of the In-Country 
program in Greece, celebrated in Kalymnos, Macedonia, and in Darwin. 

There was an outstanding outcome as a result of the funding of an artist-in-residence through the School 
of Psychological and Clinical Sciences.  Two of the nanomaterial silica aerogel sculptures created by CDU’s 
Dr Michaloudis were selected to be part of the MoonArk project driven by America’s Carnegie Mellon 
University's Robotic Institute.  They will be aboard a Space X Falcon 9 rocket to be launched in 2018 from 
Cape Kennedy in Lunar Mission, and will remain on the moon in perpetuity.  

 

 

mailto:CDU.Foundation@cdu.edu.au
http://www.cdu.edu.au/foundation


 

Ellengowan Drive, Casuarina NT Australia 0810│Darwin NT 0909 Australia 
Telephone (08) 8946 7770 Facsimile (08) 8946 6533 Email CDU.Foundation@cdu.edu.au Website www.cdu.edu.au/foundation 

ABN 97 059 501 165  ACN 059 501 165 
 
 

 

Events 
2016’s events included the Scholarships Awards Ceremony; the third annual Opera Gala at the 
Waterfront; and the Foundation’s End of Year Reception. 

Board and Honorary Officers 
During the course of 2016, we were sad to say goodbye to the following Board Members:  Mrs Anne 
Bradford due to her relocation to Canberra and to the Honourable Sally Thomas AC upon her retirement 
as Chancellor of the University. I would like to put on record my sincere thanks for all their insightful 
endeavours on behalf of the Foundation. 

The Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor both assist the Board as Ex-Officio Members. We welcomed the 
new Chancellor, Mr Neil Balnaves AO. 

We welcomed new Board Members Mr Geoff Cussen and Mr Robert Pocock and I would like to take this 
opportunity to note that our Patrons continue to be the Honourable Austin Asche AC QC, and Mr Richard 
Ryan AO. 

I thank all the continuing Board members for their contributions and express my gratitude to our honorary 
office holders: Honorary Counsel, Mr Richard Giles of HWL Ebsworth; Honorary Accountant Mr Hendri 
Mentz of Deloitte; and Mrs Julie Crisp, Auditor-General for the Northern Territory;  

All Foundation members are highly valued, not only for their personal contributions but also because we 
are all ambassadors for the Foundation and the University. The new 40-page prospectus will be available 
in electronic form on our website from 1st June 2017. It is a wonderful colourful summary of our role so I 
urge you to read it and to direct it to as many interested parties as possible. Thank You. 

 

 
Deborah Fracaro 
Chair, Charles Darwin University Foundation 
May 2017 
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