
2017 EHSE Prize Giving Ceremony 

School of Environment Awards 

 
Students who were award recipients this year for their outstanding academic achievements in 2016 

have sent through a response to the sponsors of their award and a brief profile. See below for their 

personal messages. It is wonderful to see so many of our students continuing to work and study in the 

environmental science sector. 

 
The Chief Minister’s Award for Science: Jing Sun  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Science  
 
The GHD Award: Jing Sun 
Outstanding Academic Achievement for studies in Organisms and Environmental change. 
 
The School of Environment Award: Anjali Bali  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Science  
 
The Department of Environmental and Natural Resources Award: Allen Fitzsimmons 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Environmental Science  
 
The Inspiring Australia Award: Irene Handayuni  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Science Honours  
 
The Power and Water Corporation Award: Thomas Duncan  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Master of Environmental Management  
 
The Territory Natural Resource Management Award: Meg Parry  
Outstanding Academic Achievement for Second Year Ecology Studies  
 
The ESRI Australia Award: Mia Donnelly  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year Remote Sensing  
 
The Greening Australia Award: Daisy Lippiatt 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Ecosystems and Biodiversity  
 
The CSIRO Award: Adam Bean  
Outstanding Achievement in Second Year studies of Fire Ecology and Management  
 
The NT Geological Survey (Department Mines & Energy) Award for GIS: Kerry Crosbie  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year of Geographic Information Systems  
 
The Territory Natural Resource Management Award: Helen Truscott 
Outstanding Achievement in Desert Field Ecology or Field Studies in North Australia 
 
The Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand Award: Nadine Gray  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Environmental Planning and Policy 



Jing Sun 

Chief Ministers Award for Science & the GHD Award for Outstanding Academic 

Achievement in Diploma of Science. 

It is a great honour to receive this award and I sincerely thank Charles Darwin University for giving me 

many opportunities. 

I am originally from Guangzhou, China and came to study the Batchelor of Environmental Science at 

CDU in 2013. The most frequent question I was asked during my three years of study was “why did 

you come to Australia and chose CDU?” I guess the answer is simple: you can’t find many universities 

that offer courses in tropical ecology, have lecturers with a diverse range of expertise, and is small 

with friendly and approachable staff. CDU fits all of these criteria. Furthermore, in my hometown of 

Guangzhou, there are 17 million people. I wanted to experience the opposite of this - the whole of 

Northern Territory only has 250,000. 

The undergraduate courses I chose focused on landscape scale ecology because I felt that it was 

important to understand the big picture in our changing world. Studying at CDU gave me a range of 

practical skills from project based study and extensive field trips. These practical skills put me in a 

good position to get employment. Following my interest in fire ecology, I became a GIS officer with 

Bushfires NT, a division of the Northern Territory Government which supports rural and semi-urban 

fire management. During my work at Bushfires NT, I realised that there was an opportunity to develop 

a fine scale mapping toolset to better support fire managers in their decision making processes. I have 

now started a part time honours project on fire scar mapping in conjunction with CDU and Bushfires 

NT.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anjali Bali 

 

The School of Environment Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in the 

Bachelor of Science 

I was born in Darwin and have lived here all my life. Straight after finishing school I definitely knew I 

wanted to go to university and study further, but was not sure what I really wanted to pursue. In the 

spur of the moment I enrolled into the recently launched Bachelor of Clinical Sciences through 

Charles Darwin University (CDU), which was a feeder course into the Medicine program. However, 

after a few years I realized it was not exactly what I wanted to do and decided I needed a change. 

I transferred into the Bachelor of Science after realizing I wanted a degree which allowed me to study 

a broader range of subjects in science. Both the staff at the Faculty of Engineering, Health, Science 

and the Environment, as well as the Academic Liaison team at CDU was great during my transition 

between courses, replying promptly and helping me reclaim credit for units I had previously 

completed. I ended up choosing the Biomedical Science Stream, which was an area I had been 

previously interested in and it proved to be the best choice for me. There was a wide variety of 

elective units that I had the opportunity to choose from and I was immediately drawn towards both 

the public health and biomedicine focussed areas, thanks to the amazing lecturing staff. 

Having now completed the Bachelor of Science, I feel so much happier that I have a better 

understanding of how I want to pursue my future interests in health and science. I have recently been 

accepted into a specialized Masters program and hope to utilize the core knowledge and skills which I 

gained while studying at CDU for the rest of my academic life and career.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Allen Fitzsimmons 

The Department of Environmental and Natural Resources Award for 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Environmental Science  

It was a pleasant and humbling surprise to discover I was to be the recipient of this year’s Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor 

of Environmental Science.  

Just a few years ago I was working in a job with I wasn’t happy in with no prospect of things changing. 

I was regularly unsuccessful in applying for jobs I had a natural interest in despite knowing I could 

positively contribute and be good at. Feedback indicated that my education level major contributor to 

preventing me getting a position I desired. I took the big leap and decided to do something about it 

and get a degree. Upon inquiring what exactly that would entail I was informed I would have to do a 

Tertiary Enabling Program before even being allowed enrol due to my poor grades in year 12. I have 

now completed my Bachelor of Environmental Science degree and have received awards for my 

academic achievements. I suspect my high school science teacher would be more than just a tad 

surprised to say the least.  

The Environmental Science degree I have now completed has helped me in numerous ways. One of 

the most important things I have taken from my degree was to back myself. This was something I 

probably didn’t do enough of in the past. CDU has certainly fostered my ability to see the bigger 

picture and all the different sides of an issue. My degree enabled me to secure full time employment 

and I was working in the water quality industry just a month after completing my last assignment. 

Even after completing my degree being selected for awards like this provides a great confidence 

boost in my abilities and will give me heart when the chips are down into the future.  

Thanks to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources for supporting the wise investment 

that tertiary education in the Territory is. Lastly, I would like to thank my lectures at CDU who put in 

the same amount of effort into their teaching as I did my learning. They know who they are.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Irene Handayuni 
 
The Inspiring Australia Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in the 
Bachelor of Science Honours  
 
First of all, I feel honoured to have been selected for this award. Receiving this award means a lot to 
me, as an acknowledgment of the effort I have put in into my Honours project, and as a boost of 
confidence in my future studies and career. I was born and raised in Indonesia, where malaria is still 
endemic in many areas. 
Access to good treatment and medical health centres is limited particularly in remote areas. Through 
my involvement with various malaria projects and community survey in Indonesian Papua for a few 
years working as research assistant at Menzies School of Health Research, I formed a key interest in 
malaria research and decided to undertake my Honours degree looking at mechanisms of immunity 
development in malaria infected individuals. My project aimed to improve the knowledge of immunity 
to malaria which may aid in further development of control strategies and vaccines for malaria. 
I thoroughly enjoyed my Honours journey, it was challenging but very exciting. I learned not only 
laboratory and writing skills, but also time management and confidence in public speaking. My 
supervisor, Dr. Michelle Boyle, gave me endless encouragement and provided me with helpful inputs 
and positive energy which definitely helped me get through my Honours year successfully. My 
Honours degree has definitely helped me stepped into the next chapter of my career as a scientist. 
 
Again, thank you for this award and I would like to thank everyone who made my Honours journey 
into an enjoyable one. 
 
Course Coordinator: Alison King 
Honours project supervisor: Michelle Boyle and Nicholas Anstey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thomas Duncan 
 
The Power and Water Corporation Award for Outstanding Academic 
Achievement in the Master of Environmental Management  

 

I began the Master of Environmental Management in 2012. At the time, I was living and working in 

Darwin and felt that further study would help me to learn skills useful to my job as an environmental 

consultant, as well as open up career opportunities in areas beyond the consulting industry. My 

choice to enrol at CDU in this particular degree was based on a number of factors. The units which 

were available through the MEM appealed to me because of their variety and because in many cases 

they focussed specifically on tropical Australia. Equally important was the flexibility of the degree 

structure at CDU, which allowed me to combine tertiary study with full-time work by enrolling as a 

part-time, external student. Units I found particularly enjoyable and useful included Fire Ecology in 

Northern Australia, Indigenous Cultures and the Environment, and Applied GIS. Through my degree I 

was also able to take advantage of an opportunity to undertake research in Madagascar, through 

completion of a Tropical Biology Association practical field skills course. In combination, these factors 

added up to a unique study experience which would not have been possible in any other tertiary 

program in Australia. 

I would like to state my appreciation to the faculty and to the sponsors for having been awarded this 

prize. I have continued my study at CDU, and am currently enrolled in a PhD researching how 

Indigenous perspectives of biodiversity influence collaborations in threatened species management. 

Completion of the MEM gave me many of the skills I am now using in my PhD research, but more 

importantly, it gave me the inspiration to continue learning about the unique social, cultural and 

ecological landscapes of northern Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meg Parry 
 
The Territory Natural Resource Management Award for Outstanding Academic 
Achievement for Second Year Ecology Studies  
 
I am a 23-year-old CDU student and have lived in the Northern Territory all my life. Since graduating 

Darwin High School in 2010, I have worked full-time as an Inclusion Support Assistant at local high 

schools whilst taking time off to travel. It was not until I travelled overseas and experienced other 

amazing areas of the world that I truly began to appreciate the beauty and biodiversity of the 

Northern Territory. These experiences solidified my desire to study and pursue a career within 

Environmental Sciences. 

Since returning to Darwin I have completed the first and second year of my Bachelor of Environmental 

Sciences. I am extremely passionate about my study and want to equip myself with the best possible 

skillset for my future as an environmental scientist. Last year I was able to help out with the National 

Mangrove and Saltmarsh Conference which was held in Darwin, as well as volunteer with a wallaby 

population control project. Early this year I was lucky enough to do some work experience with the 

Environmental Research Institute of the Supervising Scientist (ERISS); their focus is Rangers Uranium 

Mine and I was based in their ecotoxicology laboratory. This was an amazing opportunity as I am 

particularly interested in working in mine rehabilitation and restoration. I am currently in the process 

of organizing an Honours degree project for 2018. The project will involve researching the 

revegetation of waste rock material from Ranger Uranium Mine.  

I am very honoured to have been selected for the Territory Natural Resource Management Award. I 

would like to thank my CDU lecturers for their knowledge, support, patience, and guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Daisy Lippiat  
 
The Greening Australia Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity  
 
My life has been orientated around environmental science to date, and after travelling around 

Australia self-sufficient for three years with much time spent living in remote aboriginal communities, 

I fell in love with the vast Australian landscape and the people within. I permanently moved to Darwin 

from rural Melbourne in early 2013 to begin my studies at Charles Darwin University (CDU) to develop 

the skills needed to operate as an ecologist.  

I chose to study at CDU due to the diverse course structure offering many specialisation units within 

the field of ecology, and enjoyed the small class sizes and approachability of CDU staff. Networking 

into the scientific community was encouraged and supported by CDU staff, and permitted me to work 

throughout my undergraduate degree in the field of ecology. These opportunities have allowed me to 

complete a Bachelor of Environmental Science successfully with experience in project management, 

and gain the necessary skill set to operate as an ecologist. I am currently undertaking a Batchelor of 

Science (Honours) at CDU and am employed by the Research Institute for the Environment and 

Livelihoods in order to pursue my passion in this field and to further my experience in project 

management. 

I appreciate receiving the award for Outstanding Achievement in ENV204 Ecosystems and Biodiversity 

in the Bachelor of Environmental Science, and would like to thank Greening Australia for their support 

and acknowledgment of my efforts. I would also like thank CDU staff for their support and 

encouragement throughout my undergraduate degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kerrie Crosbie 
 
The NT Geological Survey (Department Mines & Energy) Award for GIS for 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year of Geographic Information 
Systems  
 

I am currently completing a Bachelor of Environmental Science and have been particularly interested 

in Geographical Information Systems and their applications as a valuable tool to assist with natural 

resource management, monitoring and research. I really enjoyed thinking spatially and using spatial 

data to visualise, analyse and illustrate the real-world within easy to read and informative mapping 

systems. This award was an incredible surprise and honour for me and is an area in which I have keen 

interest to further explore. It is so wonderful to be recognised for my achievement in this field.  

Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Helen Truscott 
 
The Territory Natural Resource Management Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Desert Field Ecology or Field Studies in North Australia 
 
Originally from New Zealand I have been living and travelling around Australia since 2004 and have 

recently taken the plunge back into study and towards a new career path in environmental science.  

 

Studying environmental science at CDU has been a great experience and has led to my interest in 

tropical ecology in particular the relationships between land & resource use, both traditional and 

industry and conservation. Having only been in the NT for 4 years I am surprised by my own passion 

and attachment for the region and would like to be involved in working through the challenges ahead, 

of balancing accelerated industrial and agricultural growth with sustainability and conservation. With 

a business background I feel I have a good understanding of the two often conflicting interest groups. 

 

Through my study I have had the opportunity to take part in amazing field intensives such as the 

North Australian Field Studies and recently the Brazilian Amazon Field intensive, as well as volunteer 

on many interesting projects. What I find studying at CDU is if you want to get involved, have new 

experiences, and learn new things while working with knowledgeable people there are so many 

opportunities to do so. A quality that to me makes the tertiary experience worthwhile.  

 

I am currently working through a Master of Environmental Management and looking forward to 

completing and putting what I have learnt to practice, as well as looking forward to the further 

opportunities to gain new experiences and meet new people in the field on the way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nadine Gray 
 
The Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand Award for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement in Environmental Planning and Policy 
  

 
 
I am honoured to receive the Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand Award for 

Outstanding Academic Achievement in Environmental Planning and Policy.  

Thank you to Charles Darwin University for providing these fantastic awards and programmes to the 

many of us who strive to be specialists in our chosen field. And to Kerstin Zander who supported my 

passion for good policy while undertaking Environmental Planning and Policy unit.  

Although signing up for the Master of Environmental Management by correspondence in 2016 was 

daunting, alongside moving to France and beginning an internship at the United Nations Switzerland 

that very month, I significantly believe further studies is an opportunity to grow and focus on my 

passion for the environment and social nexus.  

Since moving overseas I have had the pleasure of working at the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs and UN Environment. As you can imagine working on humanitarian aid with the 

awareness of environmental issues has its own challenges. But in saying that, I hope to continue my 

work here in Geneva and eventually find my way back to Australia bringing more skills to combat 

country and international challenges by working with a public, private, or non-government 

organisation. 

 
 
 
 


