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Katie Weiss

�e coastal taipan is one of the world’s most deadly snakes and, 
unsurprisingly, biological research on it is relatively scant. In 
the article titled Snake’s secret store delivers mating ‘miracles’, 
Katie Weiss talks with herpetologist Luke Allen about the 
female coastal taipan’s unusual sperm storage abilities and what 
this could mean for our understanding of the evolution of these 
reptiles. 

Leanne Miles

Anthropologist Natasha Stacey �rst studied Bajo �shers in 
south-east Sulawesi 20 years ago. She recently returned to the 
area in eastern Indonesia to assess how their livelihoods have 
altered during that time. In the story titled Evolution on the 
high seas, Leanne Miles catches up with Natasha to �nd out 
how policy, technology and competition have impacted on the 
lives of the Bajo people.

Patrick Nelson

�e trial of a new survey tool in remote waterholes of Central 
Australia is exciting scientists. In the story titled Scientists 
unlock desert water secrets, Patrick Nelson talks with freshwater 
ecologist Jenny Davis about the new technique, called 
environmental DNA, and what it may mean for the quality of 
information collected in the �eld in the future.

CO N T R I B U TO R S
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F R O M  T H E  V I C E - C H A N C E L LO R

During the three weeks, the students – 
who were at various levels of pro�ciency 
– completed an intensive unit in the Greek 
language, which was interspersed with 
a program of engagement with Greek 
culture and local people. �e students 
had the special opportunity to meet with 
the Vice-Governor of Pella, �eodoros 
�eodoridis, the Mayor of Kalymnos, 
Ioannis Galouzis, and the Mayor of 
Almopia, Dimitris Mpinos.

Our students not only returned 
from the in-country program as great 
ambassadors of Hellenism in Australia, 
but they also brought with them a deep 
understanding of the contributions of 

Travelling through sun-saturated 
landscapes, dropping into myriad 
museums brimming with ancient 

artefacts and discovering historic sites 
such as Delphi, �essaloniki and Meteora 
– sounds like the stu� of a perfect 
gap year.

But actually, it describes some of the 
highlights of Charles Darwin University’s 
annual three-week Greek In-Country 
language program that has just marked its 
10-year milestone. I had the great good 
fortune to join this year’s program for 
10 days, accompanying a small group of 
CDU sta� and students on a remarkable 
learning adventure.

Greek culture to the world across the 
millennia. �at learning will stay with 
them forever.

�e in-country program operates 
in conjunction with our European 
partners, the University of the Aegean 
and the University of Macedonia, and 
is made possible by the support of the 
CDU Foundation’s Guardians of Greek 
Language and Culture, who work 
single-mindedly to build Australia’s 
best Greek Studies program at Charles 
Darwin University.

�e Guardians’ support is 
extraordinary and re�ects the 
commitment of Darwin’s Greek 
community to honour, preserve and 
share Greek culture, Greek values, and 
Greek history in a city that is 12,000 km 
from Athens. 

Fund-raising by the Guardians 
supports our full-time lecturer in Greek 
Studies, delivers professional development 
training seminars in the language, helps 
to host symposia on Greek culture, and 
supports our in-country program. 

It’s an extraordinary contribution by 
the local Greek community to the life of 
the university, to the understanding of a 
grand civilisation and to the cultural life of 
the Northern Territory.

Such acts of generosity are vital to the 
continued development of a university 
such as CDU, and re�ect the diverse ways 
in which groups and individuals engage 
with us. 

In this edition of Origins you will have 
a preview of the �rst donation of Balinese 
artwork to be made to the CDU Art 
Collection. Dating back to the 1930s, the 
artworks were donated by Mary Harrison-
Hill, along with her children Joanna and 
John, in memory of her late husband 
Christopher Hill, who was an avid art 
collector, curator and scholar.

You will also learn about our 
community radio station, Territory 
FM, which has been broadcasting in 
the Darwin region for 35 years with the 
support of volunteers. 

I hope you enjoy these and other stories 
about CDU’s impacts and interests in this 
edition of Origins.

Professor Simon Maddocks
Vice-Chancellor

Acts of generosity
enrich our lives
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Bush�re website engulfs 
the west
An award-winning service that provides 
information on �re activity in Northern 
Australia has expanded into a nationally 
signi�cant resource.

�e North Australian Fire Information 
web service, hosted and coordinated 
by the Darwin Centre for Bush�re 
Research (DCBR) at Charles Darwin 
University, is providing satellite-sourced 
mapping information for areas of 
Western Australia.

DCBR service coordinator Dr Peter 
Jacklyn said the service assisted rangers 
and �re managers in the newly mapped 
areas, including the Pilbara and the 
Gibson and Great Sandy deserts.

REPORT INTO GLOBAL UNIS: CDU A ‘RISING STAR’ 
A new international report into higher 
education has identi�ed Charles Darwin 
University as a “rising star” among an elite 
group of 20 universities, with the potential 
to become globally in�uential by 2030.

�e report, released by UK higher 
education consultant Firetail, lists a set 
of fast-improving global universities they 
called “the Class of 2030”.

Universities described as “ambitious 
and fast-improving” were best placed 
to take advantage of global trends 
that created unique opportunities for 
innovation, the report said.

CDU Vice-Chancellor Professor Simon 
Maddocks said he endorsed the view of 

the report authors, who had observed that 
the di�erence between the winners and 
losers over the next few decades would be 
“strategy”.

“Naturally I’m delighted to hear that we 
feature strongly in an independent report 
that has cast its gaze around the world and 
into the future,” Professor Maddocks said.

“�ey note that the rising class of 
2030 will balance long-term vision with 
short-term execution, linked by strong 
management and culture.

“We echo similar sentiments in our 
new strategic plan ‘Connect Discover 
Grow’, which is based on our own recent 
comprehensive institutional review.”

Professor Maddocks said that the 
Firetail report was the product of a multi-
faceted approach that included reviews 
of strategic plans, annual reports and 
interviews with vice-chancellors.

“�ey also analysed six years of 
research citation rankings for the top 2000 
universities,” he said.

Earlier this year CDU was ranked in 
31st place on the Times Higher Education 
rankings of the world’s “Top 150 
Universities Under 50 years of age”. 

Postgrad takes disaster 
training to Myanmar
A senior public servant from Myanmar is 
undertaking postgraduate study at Charles 
Darwin University to improve natural 
disaster and emergency management 
training practices in his country.

�e Deputy Director of Myanmar’s 
Disaster Management Training Centre, 
�urein Tun, said he would develop 
training at the centre with knowledge 
gained during his Master of Emergency 
and Disaster Management at CDU.

Mr Tun said the centre trained 
Myanmar’s government workers, youth 
volunteers and other community 
members in disaster management.

“Like many countries in the region, 
Myanmar is prone to natural disasters 
including �re, �oods, earthquakes and 
cyclones. We need to build our capacity 
to reduce, manage and respond to natural 
disasters and emergencies,” he said. 

Mr Tun is supported by an Australia 
Awards Scholarship from the Australian 
Government. 

S N A P S H OT

Thurein Tun.

Darwin Centre for Bush�re Research senior data o�cer Felicity Watt and research 
fellow Rohan Fisher.

“We’re all linked by these �res that can 
sweep across the landscape but, until now, 
�re managers in WA didn’t have access to 
these kinds of maps,” Dr Jacklyn said.

�e regularly updated maps displayed 
�re hotspots and �re scars for more than 
90 per cent of the country’s rangelands.

�e service was the most widely used 
source of �re information for North and 
Central Australian rural and remote 
�re land managers, and had helped 
guide recent changes to �re regimes in 
Arnhem Land.

Last year, the service won Best 
Collaboration at the Territory Natural 
Resource Management Awards. �e web 
service can be viewed at:
W  �renorth.org.au/na�3/ 
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S N A P S H OT

The elusive southern cassowary.

Territory FM sta� (from left) Station Manager 
Matt Bern, Breakfast announcer Mel Little 
and presenter Jih Seymour.

Students trace Top End 
rainfall line
Environmental science students from 
Australia and overseas have travelled 
450 km along the Top End’s rainfall 
gradient to boost their �eld skills.

�e undergraduate and postgraduate 
students made scienti�c observations at 
sites along the sub-continental rainfall 
gradient during the 10-day �eld intensive 
between Darwin and Mataranka.

RESEARCH TARGETS 
WILDLIFE ROAD 
DEATHS
New research assessing wildlife tra�c 
strike “hot spots” of a rare bird aims to 
raise public awareness and help reduce 
mortality rates. 

�e research led by Charles Darwin 
University senior research fellow Dr 
Hamish Campbell identi�es stretches of 
road where the southern cassowary is 
most at risk and provides information to 
support e�ective mitigation actions.

“�e southern cassowary is a large 
�ightless bird endemic to Australia that 
inhabits the wet tropical rainforest regions 
of north-east Australia,” Dr Campbell said. 
“Roads bisect their habitats and despite 
considerable investment into strategies 
to reduce road mortality, tra�c strike is 
considered one of the primary threatening 

processes a�ecting the long-term viability 
of the population.”

Dr Campbell said that because the 
species was so elusive its population 
densities were di�cult to study and this 
had led to management strategies to 
reduce road strike being applied in an ad-
hoc manner.

“By analysing strike data from the 
past two decades and enlisting the help 
of the public to report sightings, we have 
been able to determine that tra�c strikes 
are mostly a density-driven process,” Dr 
Campbell said.

�e research was the �rst to use 
citizen-collected sightings data to 
determine the abundance and distribution 
of wildlife tra�c strikes. �e project 
was collaborative with the University 
of Queensland and the Community for 
Coastal and Cassowary Conservation. 

Territory FM marks 35 years 
on air
Charles Darwin University’s community 
radio station, Territory FM, has celebrated 
35 years of broadcasting.

Station Manager Matt Bern said the 
Territory’s �rst Chief Minister, Paul 
Everingham, launched the station at 5pm 
on 5 June 1981.

“Darwin’s �rst hi-� stereo-FM radio 
burst on to the airwaves in a moment 
televised live by both the ABC and 
Channel 8 (the forerunner of Channel 9),” 
Matt said.

“Moments later we played our �rst 
song, the Horst Jankowski instrumental ‘A 
Walk in the Black Forest’.

“It was a crazy, ramshackle ‘all-sorts’ 
station in the early days. We’ve come a 
long way, but we are still heavily reliant on 
the generosity of volunteers.

“Four or �ve prime ministers have 
since breezed through the studio doors as 
well as hundreds of musicians including 
the likes of Paul Kelly, Peter Garret, 
Daryl Braithwaite and Jessica Mauboy.” 
104.1 Territory FM broadcasts under a 
community licence held by CDU. 

Professor of Environmental Science 
Lindsay Hutley said the students explored 
the impact of �re on vegetation structure 
and function at the sites, which shared the 
same rainfall patterns.

Students gained skills in vegetation and 
bird surveying, and in assessing landscape 
and soil condition. 

“�e �eld intensive has provided 
students with the opportunity to develop 
essential �eld study skills, and to 

experience the unique environment of the 
Top End,” he said. 

�e School of Environment also is 
running a two-week �eld intensive in 
Brazil this month, where students will 
observe Giant South American Turtles 
that live in the Amazon River.

For more information, visit: 
W  cdu.edu.au/environment/intensives 
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Fiona Morrison
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Re�ections 
of Bali

CDU ART COLLECTION 
welcomes a vibrant 
donation from Bali.

Many Australians consider Bali 
to be a place of relaxation, 
exploration and degustation. 

But the small and predominantly 
Balinese Hindu island in the Indonesian 
archipelago also boasts a rich and diverse 
artistic heritage.

�e Charles Darwin University Art 
Collection has received a donation of 
30 artworks by signi�cant Balinese 
artists dating back to the 1930s, from the 
Christopher Hill and Mary Harrison-
Hill Collection.

CDU Art Collection and Art Gallery 
Curator Ms Joanna Barrkman said the 
works ranged from traditional styles of 
painting on ceremonial temple cloths and 
Chinese ink on paper, to modern styles of 
acrylic and paint on canvas.

“Bali is a major tourist destination for 
many Australians and the artworks will 
enable us to re�ect on and learn about 
Balinese culture,” Ms Barrkman said.

�e artworks were donated by Mary 
Harrison-Hill and family in loving 
memory her late husband, Christopher 
Hill, who was an avid Balinese art 
collector, curator and scholar. 

Mask
Maker unknown
Late 20th Century
Bali, Indonesia
Wood, enau palm, paint and �bre
Dimensions variable
CDU Art Collection, CDU3016
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Bita banan, temple cloth (details)
Ni Wayan Wally 
Kamasan, Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia
Mid-late 20th Century
88.5 H × 130.5 W cm
Chinese ink and natural pigments on cotton
CDU Art Collection, CDU3014 

Kala Rau, temple cloth
I Kadek Mata (b. circa 1950s – )
1999
Kamasan, Klungkung, Bali, 
Indonesia
Chinese ink and natural 
pigments on cotton
84 H × 61 W cm
CDU Art Collection, CDU3013

Bima Swarga, temple cloth 
Ni Ketut Dartini
Kamasan, Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia
1999
84 H × 191 W cm
Chinese ink and natural pigments on 
cotton
CDU Art Collection, CDU3013

Dancer
I Gusti Putu Sana (b. 1945 – ) 
1998
Pengosakan, Bali, Indonesia
Chinese ink on paper 
83 H × 61 W cm (framed)
CDU Art Collection, CDU3009

Durga burning the book of 
knowledge, temple cloth
Tjokorde Oka Gambir 
(b. 1902 – d. 1975) 
1962
Peliatan, Ubud, Bali, Indonesia
Ink and tempura on cloth
81 H × 55 W cm (framed)
CDU Art Collection, CDU3011
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Dr Andrew Klassen’s research tool 
encompasses millions of surveys 
collected from around the world.

TEXT

Katie Weiss

IMAGE

Kate Freestone

The difficulty with 
democracy
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Former United States President 
Barack Obama once said he knew 
�rst-hand of the frustrations that 

came from working within a democracy. 
Speaking at the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention in Philadelphia, 
Mr Obama said that obstacles in the US 
system included stalls in progress due to 
congressional opposition, coupled with 
citizens’ disappointment with politicians’ 
inaction.

“... Democracy works, America, but we 
(have) got to want it. Not just during an 
election year, but all the days in between,” 
President Obama told the Convention.

Charles Darwin University political 
science lecturer Dr Andrew Klassen 
is �nding ample evidence of the 
disappointment to which Obama alluded. 
Dr Klassen has found that during the 
Obama presidency Americans’ support 
for the idea of democracy was relatively 
strong, with survey results showing 
between 76.7 and 83.1 per cent supported 
democracy. Americans’ satisfaction with 
the way the country’s democratic system 
actually worked, however, was dropping 
signi�cantly.

Dr Klassen said satisfaction with 
democracy in the US in 2014 was on par 
with satisfaction levels reported by citizens 
from the Northern Triangle countries of 
El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, 
countries that recently were identi�ed by 
Australia as potential sources of refugees.

“�e number of Americans who think 
their current democratic system works 
well has been declining,” Dr Klassen said. 
“�ere are multiple failings in the current 
US political system that could contribute 
to citizens’ dissatisfaction.”

He made the observations while 
working to create a comprehensive 
research tool that encompassed almost 
7.5 million individual surveys across 157 
countries. He said the “Public Opinions 

and Perceptions” tool would help answer 
questions about how to design better 
institutions.

“I think there is a better way to do 
governance. Public opinion is one of many 
sources of information that can inform 
how we might create better political 
systems,” Dr Klassen said. 

I think there is a better way  
to do governance.

His research showed about 52.8 per 
cent of US survey participants were 
satis�ed with democracy in 2014, 
compared with almost 80 per cent in 
2006. Remarkably, Dr Klassen said US 
satisfaction with democracy was lower 
than in many developing countries that 
had poor quality democratic systems and 
�awed elections.

�e level of satisfaction registered in 
America was lower than in nations such as 
the Republic of Cameroon, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Ghana, and Senegal, according 
to Dr Klassen’s research. Countries with 
the highest levels of satisfaction included 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and Canada.

Dr Klassen said the concerning level of 
dissatisfaction among US citizens could 
indicate a need for electoral reforms. 
Indeed, his research shows that less than 

40 per cent of survey participants in the 
US perceived elections as fair in 2014. 
He said that addressing problems in 
the electoral system, such as campaign 
�nancing practices and widespread 
gerrymandering, might help to restore the 
public’s faith in the system.

“�e US is the only developed economy 
with an electoral college and Presidential 
Primary System, which creates a lot of 
issues that could undermine perceived 
electoral fairness and satisfaction with 
democracy,” Dr Klassen said.

“Moreover, politicians and political 
parties don’t have as much control over 
international and economic factors as 
they might have had decades ago, but are 
still held accountable for these factors by 
the public.”

Mr Obama also advocated for “better 
politics” and, in his remarks at the 2016 
State of the Union, said that presidents or 
politicians alone could not bring about 
such change.

“If we want better politics, it’s not 
enough just to change a congressman 
or change a senator or even change a 
President,” Mr Obama said. “... Changes in 
our political process ... will only happen 
when the American people demand it.”

And if public opinion is anything 
to go by, that demand may be 
becoming evident. 

S E A R C H  F O R  S AT I S FA C T I O N

Northern Triangle countries that 
showed similar levels of satisfaction 
with democracy to that in the US in 
2014 included El Salvador (59.4 per 
cent), Guatemala (53.2 per cent) and 
Honduras (46.3 per cent).

Dr Andrew Klassen said anyone 
who had an interest in public opinion 
could use the tool once it was 
completed and available online.

ANDREW KLASSEN identi�es widespread dissatisfaction 
with democracy in the United States.
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Animal kingdom is 
Archibald’s prize

TEXT and IMAGES

Patrick Nelson

A Major Mitchell 
cockatoo and other 
birds … more of Ian’s 
incredible handiwork.

Wildlife enthusiast IAN 
ARCHIBALD may be long 
retired, but he remains ever 
active as an art student in 
the Red Centre.

So�ly spoken Central Australian 
wildlife enthusiast Ian Archibald 
re�ects dispassionately on his latest 

artistic e�ort as he pins it to the art 
studio display board on Alice Springs 
campus. Given how he’s spent decades 
professionally, his calm response should 
come as no surprise.

Just 26 cm wide and about half as deep, 
the little desert landscape with its pastel 
tones and fading horizon was the retiree’s 
�rst attempt “in a long while” at a water 
colour painting.

“�ey [lecturing sta�] like us to put 
our work up so the night students can see 
what we’ve been doing,” he said. “I’m not 
happy with it; not really,” pointing out that 
the distant lilac mountains had not turned 
out as he had imagined.

But for Ian, the Certi�cate IV in 
Visual Arts course at Alice Springs will 
be all about water colours this term. 
“I’ve already done portraits, still life and 

screen printing since I retired about 
�ve years ago. �is is my way of staying 
mentally active.”

�e course complements Ian’s daily 
program to stay physically and mentally 
sharp in retirement, which until recently 
included walking up Alice Springs’ Anzac 
Hill �ve times each working day.

“Not so much now. I prefer to bushwalk 
through the hills at the Telegraph Station. 
You see more wildlife up there. One day 
I saw 37 kangaroos within 4 km, but any 
day I see wildlife is a good day.”

Indeed, Ian’s professional life as a 
taxidermist has been a perfect marriage 
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between his interest in wildlife and his 
natural artistic talent.

Most spectacularly, he was the 
taxidermist who prepared a 78 kg, 
5.1-metre long saltwater crocodile known 
as “Sweetheart” for display at Darwin’s 
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern 
Territory around 1980. It continues to 
be one of the biggest visitor drawcards at 
the museum.

Sweetheart was one of hundreds of 
creatures, including insects, birds and 
even a blue whale that Ian worked on in a 
career spanning 30 years, roughly divided 
equally between the Top End of the 
Northern Territory and Central Australia.

“�e challenge is to get them life-like, 
or to have them tell a story. If you’re 
working on a group of kookaburras, for 
example, you’ll want to have one of them 
laughing, another one in �ight, and maybe 
one perched on a branch.”

Ian relocated to the Red Centre where, 
as a self-trained taxidermist, he prepared 
almost all the insects, birds, mammals 
and reptiles on display in the Museum of 
Central Australia. �e museum occupied 
the latter years of his professional life 
before he retired aged 70.

This is my way of staying 
mentally active.

“�ere’s something decorative about 
skeletons,” he said passing a display 
case containing the bones of an eclectic 
array of about 20 local fauna. Exquisitely 
assembled and posed, all but one, are 
examples of Ian’s handiwork.

“I had this one as a pet for about a year,” 
he said pointing to a mulga snake, which 
he measured at more than 2.5 metres long 
when it died.

“�is one was a collaborative e�ort,” 
pointing to a nearby skeletal assemblage 
of the extinct Dromornis stirtoni, a giant 
�ightless bird that serves as the museum’s 
centrepiece. It came from Alcoota, a 
vertebrate fossil site about 180 km north-
east of Alice Springs that contains the 
fragmented remnants of thousands of 
extinct creatures dating to the Miocene, 
about 8 million years ago.

“It’s quite a technical process to dig 
them out. Each bone had to be preserved 
while still in the ground. Most are 
fractured because the soil they’re in has 
expanded and contracted over millions 
of years.”

�e challenge posed by detail, nuance 
and minutiae seems to appeal to Ian’s 
character and predisposition as an artist. 
“I’m an artist more-so than an anatomist. 
If I had my life over again I’d be a 
wildlife artist.” 

1

2

3

4
1 Moths and butter�ies common to Alice Springs and surrounds.

2 A Brush-tailed Bettong (now extinct in Central Australia) carries 
nesting material in its prehensile tail.

3 Lifelong learner, Ian Archibald turns his hand to water colours, his 
way of “staying mentally active”.

4 A Centralian Carpet Python.
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Kerry Shervey catches up with Disney comic 
character Super Goof while relaxing on a 
sand dune near Alice Springs.

Once upon a time …
KERRY SHERVEY draws on 
her adventures with Disney 
to deliver training in the 
Red Centre.

TEXT and IMAGE

Patrick Nelson

Kerry Shervey’s colourful career 
continues apace as she takes 
up a Vocational Education and 

Training lecturing role at Alice Springs 
campus. She is now surrounded by 
thousands of kilometres of bush, where 
once she was all at sea – for the year when 
she lived aboard a Disney cruise ship in 
the Caribbean.

It was 2004 and Ms Shervey was a 
merchandise hostess on the Disney Magic, 
an 84,000-tonne “�oating city” that 
specialised in week-long family voyages 
around the Caribbean islands.

“It was a phenomenal experience,” she 
recalled. “I lived and worked aboard for a 
year, and saw and did the most amazing 
things. I swam with turtles and dolphins, 
and in an underground river in Mexico 
where the current could carry you away 

for kilometres. I saw pink �amingos 
in Florida and rockets take o� from 
Cape Canaveral.”

In the course of her work, Ms Shervey 
visited renowned holiday destination 
Key West at the tip of the Florida Keys, 
and Cancun, the Mexican party city. And 
on Fridays she worked at Castaway Cay, 
Disney’s private island o� the coast of 
the Bahamas.

But there were some signi�cant 
challenges to satisfy before joining the 
ship. All sta� had to prove their ability to 
survive at sea, and that’s not for the faint-
hearted. “We had to jump into open water 
from a height equivalent to a three-storey 
building. We also had to demonstrate that 
we could upright a marine life ra�. It was 
pretty scary, because basically it lands on 
your head while you’re in the water.”

Ms Shervey muses at how little she 
knew about Disney’s iconic characters 
when she �rst went aboard. “Disney didn’t 
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play a big part in my upbringing as a kid, 
so it was kind of funny that when I joined 
the ship I couldn’t tell the princesses apart, 
and I didn’t know Goofy was a dog. He 
stood on two feet a�er all, which isn’t 
really dog-like, is it?” 

Most of the cast were women, for 
practical reasons. “�ey have to be 

short and tiny in stature to �t the suits. 
And while it was a fun job, it was also 
exhausting work. �e suits are heavy and 
the climate is tropical, so they were always 
performing in hot and humid conditions.”

Ms Shervey said she was a�orded a 
number of privileges during her time on 
board, which she attributed to her “have-
a-go” attitude.

“If I have a motto in life, it’s ‘live it’. I 
wanted to try everything, so I was always 
putting my hand up to give things a go. 
When they wanted a tour guide or a �re 
warden or someone to run the captain’s 
silent auction, I’d say ‘here I am’. As such 
I was allowed on the Captain’s Bridge, 

which was out-of-bounds to most. I was 
also allowed in the two Disney suites, 
two accommodation quarters that 
oozed luxury.”

Ms Shervey, with her background in 
business and retail management, worked 
in the ship’s liquor store, or in the Treasure 
Ketch, where customers could buy clothes, 
perfume and jewellery. 

The experience was priceless.

“�ere were no days o� while on 
the ship, and the pay was meagre, but 
the experience was priceless and the 
life lessons invaluable. I learnt a lot 
about relating to people and about 
communicating with people. With 950 
cast and crew and about 2400 passengers 
every week from all around the world, you 

had to be able to work with diversity. 
I learnt a lot about non-verbal 
communication that year.”

Eventually Ms Shervey bade 
farewell to her Disney adventure and 

returned to Australia where she bought a 
farm, worked in a coal mine, completed a 
hairdressing apprenticeship and set about 
on a road trip that brought her to the 
Red Centre.

Ms Shervey now delivers the Certi�cate 
IV in Training and Assessment at Alice 
Springs campus. 
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A clinical scientist at Charles 
Darwin University says research 
into tumour proteins in the blood 

during and a�er radiation therapy may 
lead to improved outcomes for prostate 
cancer patients in the Northern Territory.

Senior Lecturer in Clinical Sciences 
Dr Rama Jayaraj said the study involved 
the assessment of cytokine levels in 
patient tumour samples, followed by 
the comparison of cytokine levels in the 
plasma at various stages during a patient’s 
treatment.

Prostate 
cancer 
breakthrough 
on horizon
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RAMA JAYARAJ is at the forefront of a study that may 
improve survival rates among prostate cancer patients.

“Cytokines are important cell-
signalling molecules secreted as part of the 
body’s immune response to in�ammation 
or infection,” Dr Jayaraj said. “We analyse 
samples taken before radiation therapy 
begins, in the last week of treatment, and 
at three months and six months a�er the 
completion of treatment.”

Dr Jayaraj said that each year prostate 
cancer claimed the lives of almost 3500 
Australians. “It is the fourth leading cause 
of mortality among Australian men and 
the most commonly diagnosed type of 

cancer among non-Indigenous men in 
the Northern Territory. �ere is need 
for further clinical research for prostate 
cancer patients in the Northern Territory.”

He said that PhD candidate Jagtar 
Singh had been central to the research, 
which he has undertaken as the focus 
of his thesis. Together, they represent 
the School of Psychological and Clinical 
Sciences in a collaborative arrangement 
with Clinical Oncologist Dr Paolo De Ieso 
and other sta� at NT Radiation Oncology 
at the Alan Walker Cancer Care Centre.
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Dr Jayaraj said the study had focussed 
on the magnitude and frequency of four 
particular cytokines: tumour necrosis 
factor – α, transforming growth factor 
beta – 1, interleukin 6 and interleukin 8. 
“By linking the changes in cytokine levels 
to other data, such as the overall survival 
rate and the regional response rate, we 
expect to be able to provide better-tailored 
treatment for future patients.

“Ultimately, we hope this may lead to 
better survival rates and a reduction in 
the ill-e�ects of treatment for prostate 
cancer patients.”

�e inspiration for the study followed 
research by others into the prognostic 
capability of cytokines to act as 
biomarkers of radiation therapy induced 
side e�ects.

It is the fourth leading cause of 
mortality among Australian men.

“Other studies have examined the 
potential of cytokines to predict toxicity 
in lung, head and neck and some other 
cancers, but there is little among the 

scienti�c literature relating to prostate 
cancer,” Dr Jayaraj said.

“Our results could change management 
decisions and provide future patients with 
more speci�c information about their 
particular prostate cancer treatment’s side 
e�ects. It will also raise awareness of the 
impact of radiation therapy on cytokine 
expression for prostate cancer patients in 
the Northern Territory.

“We will be able to compare our 
data with other comparable data sets 
throughout Australia,” he said. 

Dr Rama Jayaraj and Jagtar Singh with the Linear Accelerator at the 
Alan Walker Cancer Care Centre. The device has the ability to kill 
cancer cells while avoiding damage to normal tissue.

Prostate cancer biopsy: The brown staining indicates the over 
expression of TGF-β1 (transforming growth factor beta 1), a cytokine 
often found when prostate cancer changes from benign to malignant. 
Magni�ed 40×.
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On one level, Indigenous suicide 
is about brutally confronting 
statistics: Young people in the 

Northern Territory die by suicide at a rate 
�ve times higher than the national �gure. 
Most of them are Indigenous.

Health economists have formulas 
to quantify the economic cost to the 
community of the loss of these young 
lives. Human potential is going to waste, 
at great material cost to Indigenous 
communities and to the nation.

But at a human level, there is no way 
to measure the extent of misery visited 
on grief-stricken families. A dollar value 
cannot be ascribed to a mother weeping 
for the loss of a child gone too soon.

�e nation is united in its horror at the 
statistics of Indigenous suicide. But while 
there is a real commitment on the part of 
Indigenous communities and across levels 
of government to address this tragedy, the 

A suicide prevention project by the MENZIES CENTRE for 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT and EDUCATION is targeting one 
of the most susceptible groups in Australia, Indigenous 
youth in remote areas.
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Researchers 
tackle Indigenous 
suicide

issues are complex and the precise actions 
that will turn things around are elusive. 

Researchers at the Menzies Centre 
for Child Development and Education 
(CCDE), located on Charles Darwin 
University’s Casuarina campus, are in the 
vanguard of e�orts to develop the policies 
that will save lives.

Emphasis needs to be  
placed on taking early 

preventative action.

�e centre is home to some of the 
nation’s foremost experts in the �eld of 
Indigenous suicide prevention: Director 
Professor Gary Robinson, Professor Sven 
Silburn and Bernard Leckning. 

In 2012, CCDE researchers, led 
by Professor Robinson, conducted 
extensive nationwide consultations on 
Indigenous suicide prevention. �is 

undertaking, conducted in partnership 
with the National Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisation, saw 
public consultations being held across the 
length and breadth of the continent.

�ese consultations, and the many 
written submissions made by individuals 
and organisations provided the 
underpinnings for the development of 
the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Suicide Prevention Strategy. 
�e strategy, launched by the Federal 
Department of Health in May 2013, 
continues to be instrumental in guiding 
policy reform.

�e di�cult work of gathering the 
data on completed suicides needs to be 
approached in a rigorous and methodical 
manner. Careful analysis of this 
information by researchers can help them 
to apprehend at least some of the pieces of 
this saddening puzzle. What is clear is that 

Bernard Leckning. Professor Gary Robinson. Professor Sven Siburn.
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emphasis needs to be placed on taking 
early preventative action with vulnerable 
young people from childhood on.

Recent studies of child and youth 
suicide in the NT show that rates of 
Indigenous youth suicide are highest in 
remote areas. Remote communities are 
characterised by overcrowded housing, 
high rates of ill health and limited 
job opportunities. �ey are stressful 
environments and the young people who 
live in these locations are most vulnerable 
to suicide in late adolescence.  

Suicide prevention starts with building 
resilience in these young people. To this 
end, the CCDE has developed the ground-
breaking Skills for Life project. �is project 
is implementing and evaluating a social-
emotional learning curriculum in middle 
schools. Skills for Life is designed to give 
young Indigenous people the social and 
emotional competencies to cope with 
adversity, make positive life choices, and 
avoid self-destructive behaviours.

�ese skills can be nurtured by assisting 
young people to develop their capacities 

in areas such as problem-solving, 
communication, social awareness and self-
regulation that are known to be protective 
factors against suicidal behaviour.

�e crew from Menzies CCDE is 
undertaking research that will inform 
their best e�orts to address Indigenous 
suicide. �ey are on the ground in remote 
Indigenous communities, providing 
practical assistance to schools as part of an 
e�ort to support young people whose lives 
may be at risk today or in the future. 

Menzies researchers are 
working to ensure that 
happy, healthy Indigenous 
children become happy, 
healthy Indigenous adults.
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1 Taipans are Australo-Papuan elapids. Pictured: Taipan in Saibai 
Island, of the Torres Strait islands.

2 The female can store sperm for up to three months during 
breeding season.

3 A study revealed that small pockets lining the female’s oviducts 
could store sperm.
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Snake specialist LUKE 
ALLEN explores the 
intriguing reproductive 
patterns of one of 
Australia’s most 
venomous snakes.

Luke Allen has worked with many 
hundreds of venomous snakes 
for more than a decade, but has 

only ever been bitten once. �e South 
Australian “snake whisperer”, as some of 
his friends refer to him, said it happened 
very quickly while he was milking venom 
from a Mexican cantil (Agkistrodon 
bilineatus) in 2007. While the animal 
swivelled and grazed his right index �nger, 
it gave a dry bite with no venom injected.

It is an impressive track record 
for someone who regularly interacts 
with more than 800 venomous 
snakes as curator of Venom Supplies 
venom laboratory in South Australia’s 
Barossa Valley.

“It’s like working with horses, you 
get to understand their body language,” 

Snake’s secret store  
delivers mating ‘miracles’

Luke Allen is also working with sea snakes in 
Malaysia, including the medically signi�cant 
beaked sea snake (pictured).

Luke said. “�ey will only bite if they feel 
threatened, and won’t usually use their 
venom in these situations as it’s a precious 
commodity that they try to save for 
subduing prey.”

Luke is studying a Bachelor of 
Environmental Science at Charles Darwin 
University to support his investigations 
into the cryptic reproductive patterns 
of venomous snakes from Australasia, 
including the coastal taipan, which can 
grow up to two metres in length.

Coastal taipans are among the most 
venomous land snakes in the world, 
commonly found along tropical coastlines 
in regions including across Northern and 
Eastern Australia and in southern Papua 
New Guinea.

“Snakes have been overlooked 
throughout history as far as biological 
research goes,” Luke said. “We know that 
snakes get together during springtime to 
mate like other animals, and within six 
months they lay their eggs or give birth. 
But many other aspects come into play 
that we don’t know anything about.”

His access to about 400 coastal taipans 
at the venom laboratory helped him to 
make early observations about the female 
snake’s unusual sperm storage abilities. He 
said the �ndings showed that the females 
could store sperm for up to two to three 
months during breeding season.

�e �ndings were made during a 
microscopic examination of the female 
reproductive tracts, which showed small 
pockets lining her oviducts that were 
able to store sperm. �e study was a 
multi-institutional approach between 
the laboratory and CDU, along with 
the universities of South Australia 
and Adelaide.

“�ese �ndings give us new insight 
into snake natural history, di�erent from 

what we thought we originally knew 
about snakes,” Luke said. “It opens up a 
whole group of possibilities in terms of 
the evolutionary aspects of these snakes, 
such as female sperm selection, sperm 
competition and potential for multiple 
paternities.”

He said scientists in the United 
States were already observing similar 
reproductive patterns in snakes such as 
vipers and rattlesnakes, which were from 
di�erent families to the coastal taipan.

Scientists from the Copperhead 
Institute observed a  

‘virgin birth’ phenomenon.

In 2012, US scientists from the 
Copperhead Institute observed a 
“virgin birth” phenomenon known 
as parthenogenesis, where female 
copperhead and cottonmouth snakes 
(Agkistrodon sp.) gave birth to young 
in the absence of males. Luke said his 
preliminary investigations suggested 
that coastal taipans were capable of the 
same behaviour.

“�ese �ndings will give us a clearer 
picture of the actual ecology of the 
species and will potentially help with 
managing various species in the wild,” he 
said. “Snakes are top predators in many 
ecosystems and it is just as important to 
keep their populations healthy as with any 
other native animal.”

Luke said that one of the best parts 
of working with snakes was watching 
people’s tentative reaction towards the 
predatory creatures change through 
encounters with them. And along with 
these encounters, revelations about their 
quirky reproductive habits also could help 
to reveal a so�er side to these deadly yet 
commonly misunderstood animals. 
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A river red gum 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 
seedling sets root in the 
rocky surface of a gully 
near Mt Giles.

Helmeted gecko 
(Diplodactylus galeatus).

A refugial pool at 
Watarrka National Park. 
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Field trippers Dr Elise Furlan, Professor Jenny 
Davis, Dr Val Caron, Dr Mirjam Kaestli, and 
Simon Votto.

A view of the MacDonnell Ranges west of 
Glen Helen.
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Scientists unlock 
desert water secrets
Arid zone ecologist JENNY 
DAVIS and a research 
team are trialling a new 
technique for sampling 
DNA in Outback waterholes, 
with some dramatic results. 

A permanent freshwater spring 
hidden in a rugged Outback gully 
may have just given up some of 

its �nest molecular secrets to a team of 
scientists from Charles Darwin University 
and the University of Canberra.

Team leader and freshwater ecologist 
from CDU Professor Jenny Davis said 
that early results from the trial of a new 
technique called environmental DNA (or 
eDNA) had been outstanding.

“�e evidence tells us that frogs, horses, 
several species of birds and, possibly, 
camels have visited the area,” Professor 
Davis said of samples gathered near Mt 
Giles in the West MacDonnell Ranges in 
Central Australia.

“Using the same technique at (nearby) 
Two Mile Waterhole, we have detected 
all nine species of �sh known to inhabit 
the Finke River. And data from Watarrka 
(King’s Canyon) indicates the presence of 
the black-footed rock wallaby and possibly 
the brush tail possum, which is quite rare 
in the area.”

But perhaps more signi�cant 
than the results, is the success of the 
technique itself.

It involves using paper �lters to capture 
DNA from a body of water. �e sample 
undergoes a process of “ampli�cation” 
before it is “sequenced” in a laboratory, 
where the results lead to the identi�cation 
of the source species.

“�e di�erent sequences were matched 
against a global database that allowed us 
to identify almost everything that was 
there,” Professor Davis said. “�is suggests 

that we have a fantastic survey tool that 
may allow us to collect better quality 
information at a lot more sites than was 
previously possible.

“It has the potential to be globally 
important, especially in the context of 
global warming and in the context of shale 
gas activity, which has the potential to 
disrupt water tables.”

Professor Davis, who is Head of 
the School of Environment at CDU, is 
one of Australia’s foremost arid zone 
limnologists. She has conducted research 
into some 60 desert oases in the West 
MacDonnell Ranges and elsewhere in 
Central Australia since 1986.

“�e big picture question that we seek 
to answer is ‘how important are these 
waterholes as future refugia?’ Refugia are 
aquatic pools in Australia’s arid zone that 
in some cases have sustained plant and 
animal life for 70,000 years.

“Water that fell as rain tens of 
thousands of years ago and which 
penetrated into the cracks and chasms 
on Mt Giles has been slowly discharging 
at the spring. �is and other sites are 
places where plants and animals contract 
to when times are tough and expand out 
from when conditions improve.

“We know they have been important 
in the past, but we want to know what is 
drinking from them and what is bathing 
in them today, to help us determine their 
importance for the future.”

It has the potential to be 
important in the context of 

global warming.

Professor Davis said the team sought 
to provide an objective scienti�c point 
of view about which refugia are most 
important and recommendations about 
which sites need protecting.

Other members of the team are 
CDU microbiologists Professor Karen 
Gibb and Dr Mirjam Kaestli; CDU/JCU 
biogeochemist, Dr Niels Munksgaard and 
Dr Elise Furlan, Dr Val Caron and Simon 
Votto from the University of Canberra. 
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NATASHA STACEY returns 
to a remote Indonesian 
island to explore how the 
maritime Bajo people are 
responding to change.

Evolution on the 
high seas

Twenty years a�er living in a village 
built above the sea adjacent to an 
island in south-east Sulawesi in 

eastern Indonesia, and joining Bajo �shers 
on their annual journey to the waters 
inside the Australian Fishing Zone south 
of Ashmore Reef, Associate Professor 
Natasha Stacey returned to the region 
to gauge how the livelihoods of Bajo 
people have altered in that time. What 
she found was a story of resilience in the 
face of dramatic livelihood changes for the 
maritime people, who have been impacted 
by policy, technology and competition.

Dr Stacey �rst studied the Bajo 
(Sama Bajau) in 1994 during her PhD 
research in anthropology at Charles 
Darwin University’s predecessor, the 
Northern Territory University. Entitled 
“Boats to Burn: Bajo �shing activity in 
the Australian Fishing Zone” (AFZ), her 
research focused on the people from 
villages in the Wakatobi Islands, south-
east Sulawesi, who operated in the AFZ.

A Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Indonesian and Australian 
governments recognises traditional 
Indonesian �shing in some areas of the 
AFZ in a section known as the MOU 
Box area, which includes Ashmore 
Reef, Browse Island and Scoot and 
Seringapatam Reefs.

“�e Bajo have a century-plus history 
of �shing activity in the Timor and 
Arafura seas, in what are now Australian 
waters,” Dr Stacey said. “Each year in 
June/July the �shermen would leave 
Sulawesi on sail-powered lambo boats to 
travel south to Rote Island and on to the 
area inside the AFZ,” she said. 

“Once there, they would �sh for shark 
before returning up to a month later to sell 
their catch locally for the China market. In 
1994, there were 74 boats operating with 
between six and 12 crew each.”

Now as head of CDU’s Natural 
Resource-based Livelihoods group, Dr 
Stacey returned to Sulawesi to discover 
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Purpose built motorised boats (bodi) 
replaced sailing boats.

Associate Professor Natasha Stacey returned 
to the region to gauge how the livelihoods of 
Bajo people have altered over 20 years.
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how the livelihood strategies and patterns 
of �shing had changed. “Although the 
Bajo had been part of the shark �shery for 
many years, during 2001–2003 there was a 
shi� in the �shery,” she said.

“�is �shery exploded with hundreds 
of boats and �shers from other regions of 
Indonesia joining the search for shark.” 
Dr Stacey said this period of pressure 
on the waters coincided with signi�cant 
�shery policy shi�s by Australia and 
increased surveillance of the region by the 
Australian Government.

“With provision of resources and 
purpose-built motorised boats (bodi) 
to replace sailing boats and an increase 
in demand for products – particularly 
shark �n – many Bajo �shermen began to 
target shark illegally in Australian waters 
and along the border regions. �e bodi 
operated low pro�le to avoid detection, 
with an approach of ‘get in, get out’.”

Returning to the village of Mola last 
year, Dr Stacey reunited with many of 

the same �shers and village families she 
lived with 21 years ago. “On my return the 
number of traditional boats still in use by 
the village had dwindled from 74 to 12,” 
she said. “Many had lost their boats; some 
(boats) had been con�scated due to illegal 
�shing or were too expensive to repair, 
and a small number of �shers had become 
involved in people smuggling.” 

Many had lost their boats;  
some had been con�scated  

due to illegal �shing.

But Dr Stacey said the migratory Bajo 
people were adaptable to change with the 
villagers able to identify and target new 
niche maritime opportunities. “�ere 
has been evolution of Bajo livelihood 
strategies over a 100-year period, with 
major change in the last 10–15 years 
as they have moved to other means to 

generate income and food security,” 
she said.

“�e children I met in 1994 were now 
grown, married, and starting families of 
their own and had moved towards other 
livelihood options including small-scale 
tuna �shing and seaweed farming.” Dr 
Stacey said that during two decades, 
alternative or diversi�ed livelihood 
activities and strategies had been taken up 
both to adapt and cope with the state of 
the marine resources the Bajo primarily 
depended upon.

“�e Bajo migratory livelihood 
strategies have been driven by pressures 
and changes including policy shi�s, 
economic arrangements, and marine 
conservation factors,” she said. 
“Diversifying livelihood strategies had 
provided some livelihood security, but 
given their lifestyle and maritime way of 
life special attention is needed to sustain 
Bajo wellbeing.” 

Built on the water, canoes are a form of 
transport in the village of Mola with the 
houses lining canals and connected via 
foot bridges.
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Honest broker and 
historical anthropologist 
ROLF GERRITSEN re� ects 
on the future of Northern 
Australia. 

Q   Your career precis that appears on 
The Conversation website is refreshingly 
candid: “Rolf Gerritsen is a professorial 
fellow at the Alice Springs campus of 
CDU. In the past he has worked at various 
universities, including a decade at ANU, 
been a (hopeless) ministerial adviser, a 
consultant and a (failed) senior public 
servant.” Are you always that open about 
calling it as you see it? How does that 
approach work for you?

A   Aka Wildavsky, I always “speak truth 
to power”. If someone asks me a question, 
I answer to the best of my ability and not 
always to the best of my advantage. 

I am not being modest; I think that 
summary is actually a fair description of 
my career. I was a good consultant and am 
a good academic (I hope). Re the failed 
public servant, I had absolutely no impact 
on policy (in fact I had more impact on 
policy when I was an Opposition sta� er 
in the early 1980s). My problem is that I 
have absolutely no skills, nor interest, in 
organisational politics. I know it does your 
career more good than not to gild the lily 
to appear successful, but I am arrogant 
enough to think that my product can be 
judged on its merits without me cheering 
from the sidelines.

Q   During your academic life you worked 
at the University of Ghana. Why Ghana 
and what did you do there?

A   When I graduated from the University 
of Western Australia in 1969 I originally 
intended to do postgraduate research on 
the Hawke Labor Government in WA in 
the 1950s (Bert Hawke was Bob’s uncle). 
But I got a scholarship that allowed 

Q  &  A
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me entrée to any uni in the British 
Commonwealth (provided they accepted 
me). Most scholarship winners wanted 
to go to Oxford or Cambridge. � en I 
met Professor Adu Boahen, a historian 
from the University of Ghana, who was 
visiting UWA at the time. He and the 
story of Kwame Nkrumah, the Ghanaian 
independence leader, made me interested 
in Africa, so I nominated the University of 
Ghana and was accepted. I spent three and 
a half years there (one year lecturing in 
modern history). � ey were the most fun 
years of my life (eg the plural of Ghanaian 
is party!).

Q   The economic development of Northern 
and remote Australia is one of your 
research interests. How do you see the 
development of these areas unfolding 
during the next decade?

A   Global economic challenges will 
preoccupy the people and politicians of 
our big cities over the next decade. We 
“remoters” won’t get a look in. Forget 
the nonsense about the “food bowl of 
Asia”, Northern and remote Australia 
will languish compared with the rest of 
the country. � e only bright light for 
the North is the increasing geo-strategic 
tension in South-east Asia and the South 
China Sea, which means more defence 
expenditure in the North. 

I think probably the biggest 
impediment to Northern and 

remote development is … that 
most “whitefellas” here are 

really expatriates, not settlers.

Generally commodities, which usually 
drive the private sector economic growth 
in the North, will not expand because 
the world economy is in for a decade 
of relatively slow growth. In any case it 
is the federal taxpayers and companies 
headquartered in Perth that really 

bene� t from mining and hydrocarbons 
production. I also think that Aboriginal 
disadvantage will continue and even 
relatively worsen in an IT-driven, services-
sector-dominated national economy.

Q   What is the biggest impediment 
to development of regions outside 
Australia’s main population centres?

A   It’s di�  cult to generalise. Some “sea 
change” and “tree change” regions 
are doing fairly well, driven by new 
product and investment in tourism 
and hospitality, as well as specialist 
agriculture, horticulture and the growing 
personal services industries. Other areas 
that have towns large enough to secure 
some economies of scale (eg Darwin 
and Queensland’s coastal cities) will do 
tolerably well. But they are also “soak” 
cities that in part derive their growth from 
emptying their own hinterlands.

I think probably the biggest 
impediment to Northern and remote 
development is that our brightest young 
people head to the cities a� er Year 12 and 
that most “whitefellas” here are really 
expatriates, not settlers. So the latter have 
no commitment to change and – via 
superannuation and housing investment – 
take their money out of the North.

Q   What appeals to you about living in 
Alice Springs?

A   My wife tells me that she (and hence 
“we”) prefer to live here. I always do 
as I am told. Also Alice is a dramatic 
physical and social setting. At Charles 
Darwin University here I have one of 
the best views in Australia out of my 
o�  ce window. Good for the soul, if not 
for productivity.

Q   What interests you outside of work?

A   I am a boring old person and don’t get 
out much, s o I am mostly a kids’ sport 
“transport assistant”. I also like reading 

widely outside my academic � elds, such 
as about general science and international 
relations. I also read archaeology and 
history because one day I am going 
to write the history of Australia from 
125,000BC to 1984AD.

Q   What is the best advice you have 
received and who o� ered it?

A   I have received lots of good advice from 
both the high and the low. Unfortunately, 
I am better at receiving good advice (I 
actually seem to attract it) than I am at 
acting upon it.

Q   Who or what inspires you?

A   Ordinary people who get on with their 
lives, try their best for their kids, perform 
occasional acts of decency and kindness, 
and stand up for the less well o� . But if I 
had to nominate an individual it would be 
Nelson Mandela. How he summoned up 
the character to forgive his oppressors is 
beyond my ken.

Q   What makes you laugh?

A   � e Life of Brian, politics, university 
administration and our dogs being fooled 
by the cat. Also (although I am not 
allowed to mention it), my wife’s cooking.

Q   What are you reading at the moment?

A   I am reading material on Northern 
development for a paper I am writing. 
For “leisure” I am reading a recently 
published book by Tom Gri�  ths, � e Art 
of Time Travel: Historians and their cra� . 
� rough the careers of various historians 
he shows how the understanding of 
Australian history has evolved. I think we 
need a history of how “remote” Australia 
was de� ned and evolved. A better 
understanding of that might help prevent 
some of the fashionable nostrums peddled 
by various governments recently. 

Q  &  A
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One of the most recent donations to the 
CDU Art Collection is a digitally created 
image of the endangered Yellow Chat 
sub-species (Epthianura crocea tunneyi), 
entitled Would that we could �y and 
sing forever. �e Yellow Chat (E. crocea) 
is a small passerine, or perching bird, 
endemic to Australia. �e East Alligator 
River and Adelaide River �oodplains of 
the Northern Territory are habitats of the 
E. crocea tunneyi. Another sub-species 
known as the Capricorn Yellow Chat 
(E. crocea macgregori), is located in the 
coastal areas of central Queensland. Both 
sub-species are endangered. 

In the NT the Yellow Chat is 
endangered due to threats to its habitat – 
including �re regimes, habitat destruction, 
feral pigs and water bu�alo. To reinforce 
the vulnerability of endangered bird 
species in the Top End, Darwin artist 
Chips Mackinolty created this rendition 
of the sub-species. He drew inspiration for 
Would that we could �y and sing forever 
from a photograph of this rarely sighted 
bird taken by Micha V. Jackson. 

Mackinolty created Would that we 
could �y and sing forever in Palermo, 
Sicily, where he is living temporarily. 
Would that we could �y and sing forever 
was exhibited in Palermo under the Italian 
title Vorremmo poter volare e cantare per 
sempre. �e grid placed on the image 
references the tiles and mosaic work 
for which Palermo is internationally 
renowned.

Mackinolty is donating income 
from the sale of this print’s edition to 
support �eld research into future habitat 
management plans that assist the bird’s 
survival in the NT. �e prints are in three 
editions and available from the CDU Art 
Gallery. Visit:
W  cdu.edu.au/artgallery/yellow-chat 

Would that we could �y and sing forever  

Chips Mackinolty (b. 1954 – )

2016

Inkjet on paper

Edition 1/11

90 × 90 cm

Donated to the CDU Art Collection by the 
artist, 2016

CDU Art Collection, CDU3107

Would that we could …

T H E  A R T  CO L L E C T I O N
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Torresian Wupu Pigeon

Bryan Bulley

2016

Acrylic on canvas

27.5 × 27.5 cm

Acquired with support of the CDU 
Foundation, 2016

CDU Art Collection, CDU3095

Our feathered friends … the art 
of birds exhibition

CDU Art Gallery
Building Orange 12
Ground �oor

Until 25 February 2017

T H E  A R T  G A L L E R Y

�e exhibition, Our feathered friends … 
the art of birds, is presented by the Charles 
Darwin University Art Collection and 
Art Gallery. It celebrates the diversity 
of Australian birdlife through the lens 
of artists. 

Our feathered friends … the art of 
birds pro�les creative interpretations 
of bird species by both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous artists that illustrate the 
signi�cant relationship between people 
and birds in Central Australia and the Top 
End. Innately, the exhibition re�ects the 
regions’ abundant and diverse birdlife. 

�e sculptures, works on paper, 
weavings, ceramics, multi-media and 
paintings that form Our feathered friends 
… the art of birds are largely drawn from 
the University’s extensive Art Collection 
and promises to reveal some hidden gems. 
Recent acquisitions to the Collection, such 
as a bronze maquette, Chinute Chinute, 
which Larrakia elder Koolpinyah Richard 
Barnes created based on his 2010 public 
art commission in Darwin CBD, will 
be featured. 

Works by Gary Shead, Jonny 
Bulunbulun, Greg Dare, �erese Ritchie, 
Peggy Jones, Bryan Bulley, Amy Johnson, 
Merran Sierakowski, Alfonso Puautjimi, 
Chayni Henry, Grace Kumbie, Jasmine 
Jan, Pennyrose Wiggins and Jane Mervin 
will inspire visitors. 

�e CDU Art Gallery also features 
�e Flyway Print Exchange as part of 
Our feathered friends … the art of birds. 
�is initiative features prints on paper 
by 20 artists from nine countries that 
together form the East Asian Australasian 
Flyway. Another highlight is a display of 
illustrations of exotic birds created by Dr 
Chris Healey in 1976, during his tenure 
at CDU. 

�e exhibition was opened on 
12 October at 5.30pm by artist Koolpinyah 
Richard Barnes and Professor Stephen 
Garnett. It is open to the public until 
25 February 2017. �e CDU Art Gallery 
will be closed from 17 December 2016 
until 18 January 2017. 

Bonnet

Pennyrose Wiggins

2016

Oil on found car bonnet

139 W × 100 H cm

Acquired with support of the CDU 
Foundation, 2016

CDU Art Collection, CDU3058
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Emotional Intelligence: A Journey to 
the Source

Simon Moss

Published 2016, Tilde Publishing and 
Distribution, 186 pages, ISBN 9780734608253 
(print), ISBN 9780734621658 (ePDF)

Every day, in every organisation, every 
one of us wrestles with the complexities 
and complications that permeate our lives. 
But, too o� en the problems in our lives 
prevail. � e wellbeing we covet o� en � ees 
into the distance.

We might implement a variety of 
activities to improve our lives. For 
example, to overcome unpleasant 
emotions – like anxiety, despair, 
resentment, and frustration – we might 
strive to shi�  our attention from upsetting 
memories to inspiring possibilities. To 
address con� icts, we might decide to shun 
the people we do not trust. To achieve 
our goals, we might strive to outperform 
our colleagues.

And yet, as research shows, these 
activities actually damage our mood, 
relationships, or performance. Indeed, 
many of the practices that people 
assume improve wellbeing actually 
impair wellbeing.

Emotional Intelligence: A Journey to 
the Source presents a suite of exercises 
and interventions that you can apply 
to improve your wellbeing. All these 
activities have been validated scienti� cally. 
And most are surprising rather 
than obvious.

Motion Pictures: Travel Ideals in Film

Gemma Blackwood (CDU) and Andrew 
McGregor

Published 2016, paperback, Peter Lang 
Publishing, 238 pages, ISBN 9783034321082

� is volume examines representations 
and explorations of travel ideals in 
contemporary international cinema. It 
assembles work from a diverse range of 
academic � elds including anthropology, 
sociology, ethnography, cinema, culture, 
tourism, communication and language 
studies, with contributions from 
international experts such as Mary Louise 
Pratt of New York University.

� e volume explores the link between 
� lmed spaces and real locations, with 
one of the fundamental dynamics 
being the investigation of � lmmaking 
itself, and in particular the notion that 
cultural authenticity may be sought and 
found by � lming “on location”. Also 
examined are the notions of fantasy 
and exoticism that arise through an 
idealisation of the locations themselves 
and their transformational impact on 
the protagonists who travel there. Such 
is the impact of motion pictures on 
contemporary culture that these travel 
ideals in � lm will inevitably in� uence our 
understanding of cities, regions, nations 
and cultures; indeed, the world around us 
and our role in it.

‘World’s End’: British Military Outposts 
in the ‘Ring Fence’ around Australia 
1824–1849

Alan Powell

Published 2016, paperback, Australian 
Scholarly Publishing, 276 pages, 
ISBN 9781925333190

� is book tells of Britain’s ultimately 
successful attempts, led by Sir John 
Barrow of the Admiralty, to ensure that 
the whole of Australia belonged to the 
home country – and that meant fending 
o�  the French, resurgent a� er the 
Napoleonic wars. Between 1824 and 1849, 
British o�  cialdom planted � ve small, 
strategically placed military out posts 
on the vast continental coastline. � ere, 
the British troops, marines and convicts 
who formed the garrisons endured harsh 
conditions and a degree of loneliness far 
beyond anything known today, among 
Aboriginal people whose relations with 
the interlopers to their country varied 
from � erce enmity to real understanding 
and friendship. It was indeed, as the Port 
Essington commandant Captain John 
McArthur wrote as he ended his 11-year 
stay at that outpost, ‘World’s End’.

C D U  P U B L I S H I N G






