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We aim todo a fastrack through what we see as the cureemmain populationissues in the
Northern Territoryn 20162017 This features the latest available data and short commentary
on each of thaine issues identified.

The TerritoryNT)is at a critical juncturdacing low rates of population growth fuelled by large
net interstate migrationlosses In the longer term, some major demographic shifts are
occurring, with implications for policy apldnning.Our findingsn this briefwere presented at
the Wb 2 NIl K SNJ t 2 Lsgripbsiurh el in ®ardiniis Aujust 201Btesentations
from the symposium can be viewed on damographyNorthblog pagewith charts and
graphs available for use with appropriate attribution.

KEY FINDINGS

1 The Territory is currently in a period of relatively low population growth which is diminishing
our share of the national population.

1 A persistingdeficit of women is evident across all age groups above 15 years, and
particularly amongst those agy®0 years and over.

1 Low growth is being driven by sustained net negative interstate migration which is a result
of the following factors:
0 TheWy 2 WNAX @I f & Qd yBufg famdlies Svigh children
o declines in the arrivals of those aged3years
o smaller increases to departures in many age groups, especial8/ yd#arsand
0 migration losses are most evident from the Darwin Suburbs, Alice Springs and East
Arnhemregions;

1 We are no longer competing well enough to attract the same proportions ehiguants
from most States and Territories, with South Australia and Victoria standing out in terms of
GKS f2aa 2F WYIFIN]J SO aKIFINBQ®

1 Our population is ageing through largeowth in the 65 years and over population,
however, the proportion of the population aged 65 plus remains below Australia

1 Indigenous population growth continues at a steady pace, whilelntbgenousgrowth
rates are far more volatile

1 Populationimmobility is relatively low in the Territory, and lowest in Darwin City and
5FNBAYyQa y2NIUKSNY & dzo dzND a

1 Opportunities exist to address current population issues thraedlocingthe gender
imbalance and understanding how we can be more competitive in rtezstate
YA INI (A 2tiirouhYdsedictS (i Q

1 http://demographynorth.blogspot.com.au/
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1. Relativelydw populationgrowth

Recently, there has beenuth discourse orates ofpopulation growthin the Territory This chart
showsdata forthe 10 yeardo 2015 For much of the past decade ognowth rate fas been above
the national rate, howevesince the halcyon years of 2007 to 2@88 growth rate has steadily
declina, culminating in close to zero growth in the past two yeassthe linear trend linen the
chartbelow (the thin black lie) shows, growth has trendetbwnwardssince 20072008 when we
had near 3% growth estimatethe dip ingrowth in2011may beassociated with estimatiossues
for that year The second peak 2012-2013is likelyto be associated with the initial site wa on
the INPEX gas plant but was short lived
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Source: Author calculations from ABS 3218.0 Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2015

2. A declining ational share

Population growth at or below the national average diminishes our share of the nationktipopu
relatively rapidly. The chart below shoBsyears of datan the number oflerritorians per 10,000
Australians Importantly, even thougbur growth RATE has been abdivat of Australia for much

of the past 10 years, mathematics means we continude share because of the relativities of
absolute numbers. When we fall beltlwe nationalgrowth rate it means our share is erodeden

more quickly.Note the big differencebetween our male and female shada 2015 there were
around 107 Territory nre per 10,000 Australian men, but only 95 Territory women per 10,000
Australian womenThis equates to a difference of 13 extra males per 100 females in the NT
compared to Australia.
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Source: Author calculations from 3101 Australian Demographic Statistics, Dec 2015

3. Adeficit of women

Overall, there were 13 less

women per 100 men in the N . o
D A P ,,’h gaq), ‘:)9 ,,,h G;a g@;t{,\u 2 o Qb

A ‘\"/ %0/

e‘;'@/"/«'b'b'bu

2015 than for Australiag this is
the red dotted linein the chart
here. A @nder imbalance is
evident at all age groups after 14
yearsof age, particularlafter 60
years sinceonly small numbers
of women retire in the Territory.
¢ KS WR WY LI AY
imbalance from age 15 onwards
is similar to other northerdeveloped jurisdictionsasteenage girls are far more likaly go away

to finishschoolor start universityBoys are more likely to stay and work while girls are more likely
to plantheir education and careerad pursue tlem elsewhere Obtaining greater ender balance

is akey factor in reducing the out migration of certain grogpsarticularly women with chilén,

and grandparents or retireesand arresting decline from out migration to other jurisdictions.
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4. Net interstate migratiofosses

This chart shows the component$ population change for ten years to 2015. NINatural
Increase the excess of births over deathbkg blue line); NOMs Net OverseasMigration (the red

line) and NIM id\et Interstate Migration (the green line). The Territory is in a sustained period o
NIM loss which begaim 20072008 To give a feel for the scale, the net loss in the past 3 years has
been the equivalent to the entire population of Tenant Creek and the Barkly region combined or
the suburbs oilNightdiff and Coconut Grove combinedoucan seethat, without relatively high
NOMduring2011to 2013,our overall growth would have been well into the negative. \NiTiV

now in declineve are edgingclose to zergopulationgrowth.
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The last time we had zero or negative growth was in 2002 wiadiamously lost one of ourodse
of Representativeseats, only to recover it through the statistical slight of a hand
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2005- | 2006- | 2007- | 2008- | 2009- | 2010- | 2011-  2012- | 2013- | 2014-
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
N | 2,770 | 2,870 | 2,819 | 2,983 | 2,903 2,909 | 2,375 | 2,936 | 2,832 2,833
a===NOM| 1,520 1,377 1,970 1,690 1,087 | 1,672 3,566 @ 2,834 911 739
NIM | -331 1,077 881 367 -1,599 | -2,173 -786 -2,224 | -3,392 | -2,732

Source: Author calculations from 3101 Australian Demographic Statistics, Dec 2015

4.1 NT arivers and departers

It is useful whenexamining net

. . . B === Male Arrivers ====Female Arrivers 10,000
Interstate mlgratlonto look at @~ Male Departers Female Departers '
arrivers and departers for their - . 9,500
contributiors to the netfigures 9,000
Ths chart shows us the main 8,500
contribution to our current high 8,000
negative net interstate migration 500
is that we no longer receive a

. 7,000
portion of peopé who used to
arrive in larger numbers to take 6500
up residence in the NT. In 6,000
particular, arrivals of womeare 1 5,500
down 20% since 20050 with ; ; ; ; 5,000

departers (people |eaVing the NT)ZOOS 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

also increasing since 2007, by 7% for males and 5%._
for females, the net position is2b% turnaround in departers
females and 21% for malea a net basis since 2007 >

(shown in the piehartto the righy. departers
1%
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4.2 Hotspots for NNIMIlosses

® Contribution to net negative past 5 years
Population share
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Sources: ABS: Dataset: ERP by SA2 and above (ASGS 2011), 1991 to 2015. Data extracted from ABS.Stat

The chart aboveprovides an indication of the regionabntributions 2 NotspotQ for net
interstate migratiorloses duringthe past five yeardt compares th@roportionalcontribution to

net interstate migration loss in the Nvhich was made by thedividualregion(the darker barjo

the share of the NT population in the region (the lighter bafhus, viile Darwin Suburbs
accounted for 24% of the NT npoint population for the period 2010 to 2015, they contributed
35% of the net negative migratidmss; suggestinfamilies have been a significant part of the net
loss over the past five years. Meanwhile, both Litchfield and Palmerston made net positive
contributions to the NT population wiaigrationand, indeed have been the fastest growing parts of
the NT in the past 5 years. Note the aféeffectfor Nhulunbuy(East Arnhemglue to the closure

of the Rio Tinto Alumina Refinenyith the greatest impactrom this event felt in 2015 when
around 50% of residents left.
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4.3 Which age groups?
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Sources: ABS: Dataset: ERP by SA2 and above (ASGS 2011), 1991 to 2015. Data extracted from ABS.Stat

Thecharts abovendicatethe age groupsvhich areshapingthe decline in our interstate migration
position. They are particularly telling terms of the decline in arrivals for childréhart 1)and,
even though departures have declined for kids unde(@@rts 1 and 2)a big gap has emerged
between the two for these aggroups. For examplearrivals for 1019 year oldgell by a third sine
2007 when for most age groupsarrivals broadly matched departure®ur biggestabsolute
numbers(or flows) for NIMare in the working age group -39 yeas (Chart 3) where we see
arrivals have reducksubstantially since 200While departures havimcreased. Arrivals for females
in this age group fell by 20% since 20Q@éanwhile, departures of pre and peastirees continue
to rise rapidly in absolute numbers. Nevertheless, increasusglute numbers of seniors will
remain in the Territory becausé the flow-on from a relatively large pretirement agecohort
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5. Our declining competitivene@sthenational? Y A 3 NdI (NA ByG Q

This chart shows the percentage of each Stawe¢ S NNA (i 2nig@r@savhondried to the NT
from 1987 to 2014. The blugeas are two time periodé 2 NJ WiSeMIpdsivé NIMn the NT

saw spikes in the proportion of eatigrants from each State and the ACT coming to the NT, but the
postpositiveera declines were sharpest for South Australia and Western Aust@ali@ample,
around 10% of all ounigrants from SAsed tomove to the NThowever, this figure wadown to
7%in 2014 Thisemphasisethe national anccompetitive nature of NIlVand that attracting people

as well as retaining them is equally important to papulation positionData suggestkwer or
stable housing costs elsewhere induce higher NIM towNile bwer youth unemployment
elsewhere induces higher NIM to .Ndencewhen conditions aréavourablelown soutl®the risk

of moving to the NT is deeased and NIM figures improve

12% 7

=== New South Wales
cevves Victoria

e Queensland
e South Australia
------ Westemn Australia
m— Tasmania

= =« Aystralian Capital Territory

Source: Carson (201®&ecent changes in interstate migration to the Northern Territory: sources and basic demdgyethkeyn
Institute Research Brief, Issue 2, 2016, pg. 8.

6. Population age structure change

ThegraphsbelowshowK 2 ¢ (G KS ¢ SNNAG2NEB QA LRLJzZ FGA2y | 3S
from 2005 to 2015. It can be seen thtaere wassignificant growth in thabsolutenumbers inthe
youngerworking age groups (20 to 34 yeaas shown in theopulationpyramid on the left This
growth was the result oflarge increases in employment in defence, mining, construction,
education, public administration, and health

However, in proportional termshe largest growth occurred in the older age groups (rightttha
During the decade to 2015, the population agé&dyears and oveincreased from 4.3% to 6.9%
Population ageing, defined as increase in the proportion aged 65 and above, is a recent but
significant population change occurring in the NT, and it has pesceeding at a faster pace in
recent years (as the graph below shows). However, despite our current and forecast growth in
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seniorsnhumbers and proportions, owweniors as a proportion of the total population remassll
below that for Australia.

The population age-sex structure of the Territory, Population increase by age group,
2005 and 2015 2005-15
85+ |
80-84 [
_ 75-79 |
70-74 1
_ 65-69 N
60-64 _
- o 2 55.59
E . L2005 § 50-54
= m2015 | ® 45-49
40-44
< < 3530 |
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14
5-9
0—4 T 1
15,000 10,000 5,000 0 5,000 10,000 15,000 0 50 100 150
Males Females % increase

Souce: Author calculations from ABS data.

If the Indigenous and neindigenous populationare examined separatelyhere little ageing
evidentin the Indigenous papation at the moment although this is forecast to change in the
coming decadedAlthough here is growth in th@bsolutenumbers of people aged 65 and over in
the Indigenous payation, the populationaged 664 yeards growing at the same rategsulting in
little change tahe proportionaged 65 and over.

Population ageing in the Territory
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Source: ABS and Wilson (2014)

7. Steadyindigenous populatiogrowth

Over the last 40 yearthere has beera steady growth of the Indigenous populatias the graph
below showsIn 2011A G0 ¢l & SaGAYFGSR (2 o6S |o62dzi tnZnnn
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population overall. If growt has continued at the same pace in the last 5 years, the Indigenous
populationin the Territory today is probably about 75,0002 4 S@SNE GKS b¢Qa &Kl
Indigenouspopulation is declining. In 198mys"> 2 F | dza ( NI  watiad BvedlinytiR A 3 Sy ;
NT;by 2011that haddeclined to just above 10%aylor& Bell, 2012)Growth rates of Indigenous
populations outside the NT have been higfidts is because the major cities of Australia more
and more people are reporting themselves asliggenous in the census who did not report
themselves as Indigenous before, and the majofitndigenous people in the big cities have non
Indigenous partnerdVhenthese coupletiave childrenthey tend to identifythem as Indigenous in
the censusBy omparison, growth rates for neimdigenous Territorians continue to fluctuate
based on economic cycles and other factors

Population change in the Territory, 1971-2015
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Source: ABS and Wilson (2014)

8. Below averagpopulationimmobility

While a lot of research on migration is about people who have anidean be usefuio look atthe
phenomenon from a different perspective, and to focus on peoplekvhad $ngvadiReople who

stay longterm in a place are likely to have the greatest local knowledge and integration into the
local community.

Census datallows us to calculate what proportion dhe population on census night 2011 was
living at the same address as 1 year earliee graph belowshows that population immobility in
20102011 inthe Terribry, and especially for Darwimas lower than for other jurisdictions in
Australia.Australiawide, 84% of people were living at the same address as 1 year ago. In Darwin,
however, it was 77%. In Outback NT it was 83%, close to the national average
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Percentage of people living at same address in
2011 as one year earlier
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Source: calculated from ABS Censua dat

Percentage of people living at same address in 2011 as one
year earlier
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Source: calculated from ABS Census data

Examining immobilityvithin Greater Darwin shows the City (or CBD) tdessimmobile (57%)
followed by Lyong59%)and Larrakeyali64%) The City contains lots of rental accommodation,
which is associated withigh mobility; Lyons is a new suburb so there has been considerable in
migration in recent years; and Larrakeyah is home to highly mobile defence force employees.

A Snapshot of Current Population Issues in the Northern Territory pagel0



E— CHARLES Northern

W Bﬁ?\‘lﬂl's'nsnv Institute

Meanwhile immobility is higher by comparison to the Darwin average (the green bar) in the
suburbs with relatively few people in the most mobile age groups-8420

9. An age structure shaped by migration

Thegraph belowis a population pyramid for the Northern Territaty31st December 2014 he
right-hand side displays the number of people inheage group. It can be seen that the largest age
groups are in the late 20s, and the smallest in the very oldest ages.

Source: Wilson (20)&alculated from ABS data

The demographic reasomyid KS ¢ SNNA G2 NE Qa I+ 3S a0 NiwoshaeNBE G
on the leftof the graph. It illustrates the extent to which the size of each age group is due to the
three factors of births, deaths and net migratidme thick black line represents population, and
mirrors the graph on the righThe red linesepresentthe numberof births which have occurred in

the NT for eah year over the last century. For exampleogle born in 2014 are aged 0 at 31st
De@mber2014; people born in 2013 are aged 1 at 31steDdaer2014; people born in 1964 are
aged 50 Thenumber of births is fairly similar to the population numbers over the childhood age
groups, but notat higher agesNet migration gains are shown by the blue stripes while net
migration losses are depicted by black stripes; deaths are shown by the teamigp@y shading.
Thekey point arising from thkeft-hand graphs that theage structure of the Ndverall adult age
groupsis shaped primarily by large net migration gains
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