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Aim 

 To demonstrate the features of a good academic 
poster 

 To apply this understanding to designing a 
template with appropriate headings and layout in 
this session  



Features of an academic poster                     

                       Consider 

1. Audience 

2. Content 

3.  

4. Text Text  Text Text Text 

5.  Colours 

6.   



Who is my audience? 

 

 

 General public? 

 Wide-ranging discipline? 

 Specialists? 

 Peers? 

 







Features of an academic poster                     

                       Consider 

 

2. Content 



Beauty vs Brains? 

 Beauty is no substitute for BRAINS/CONTENT.  

 

You must have something worthwhile to present in 
your poster.  



 

Content – compare with your chosen poster 

 
1. Title of the exhibit 
2. Student's name 
3. Collaborators, advisor, and department 
4. Aims 
5. Significance to the field 
6. Methods 
7. Results 
8. Interpretation of results and conclusions 
9. Directions for future research 
10. References 

 
 Source: http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/judges.html 

 



 
Structure: reporting on a solution to a 
problem 
  

If you are illustrating how a particular problem was solved, or how a 
challenge was addressed, the structure might be: 

 

     Title 

     Background 

     Aim 

     Definition of problem 

     Possible solutions 

     Rationale for choice of one solution 

     Implementation 

     Evaluation 

 



Structure: reporting on research 
 

 
If you are reporting on a piece of research, your structure will 
be similar to a research report: 

 
     Title 
     Introduction 
     Methods 
     Results 
     Discussion 
     Conclusion 
     References 

 
 
 







But beauty’s important too!                     

 What makes a poster visually appealing? 

 Comment on the following poster’s 

                      
3.  

4. Text Text  Text Text Text 

5. Colours 

6. 

   





 



 

An effective poster is 
 

Focused  on a single message. 

Graphic  uses text sparingly. 

Ordered 
Keeps the sequence well-
ordered and obvious. 

https://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/SideWindows/PosterUsesVisualGrammar.html 







Use Visual Grammar 

 

 Show more, tell less 

  express your points in graphical terms 

  avoid visual chaos that distracts the viewer 

 lead the viewer by using a visual logic- structure 
that emphasizes the main points.  

 make ALL elements visible from at least 4 feet away  

 
 Adapted from:https://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/SideWindows/PosterUsesVisualGrammar.html 

 





 Use meaningful, high-quality images. 
 Adjust colour and contrast in images. 
 Crop or edit images so the important information is 

obvious. 
 Give photos short titles or captions. 
 Label directly on maps, charts, and graphs. 
 Simplify charts and graphs. 
 Place images so that they're balanced visually 
in the poster and they help to lead the  
viewer's eye through the material. 







Text 

Selecting Fonts and Using Text 
 

 Use common serif fonts for body text 
 

 You can use sans serif fonts for titles, headlines, or 
labels 
 

 Use large fonts that can be easily read from 5 feet away. 
 

 Black text on white has high impact and excellent 
readability. 
 

 Adapted from: http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/ 











Colour 

 Maintain a colour scheme. 

 Keep backgrounds subtle; grays and muted colors 
help foreground information standout  

 Use bright, saturated colours sparingly. 

 Large amounts of red, yellow or orange can 
overpower your message. 

 
 Adapted from:http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/ 









Effective layout? 

 People read left to right 

 Column format easy to read 

 Headings to direct viewer 

 White space for balance. Try to keep 40% of the 
poster area empty of text and images. 

 









Putting your poster together. 

 

 Paper 'A' Sizes 

 A1 - 59.4 x 84.1cm 

 

 Use software of your choice. 

 



Web resources you may find helpful: 
(used in this presentation) 

 

University of Melbourne, Academic Skills 

http://services.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/470059/Academic_posters_Update_051112.pdf 

 

Better Posters: a resource for improving poster presentations 
2016http://betterposters.blogspot.com.au/2011/04/critique-breast-cancer-inhibition.html 

 

Australia National University, College of Engineering & Computer Sciences 

https://cecs.anu.edu.au/files/posters/2012/posterday2012.pdf 

 

 

Pennsylvania State University 2005 Designing Communications for a Poster Fair, Tips for Success   
http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/ 

 

Hess, G., Tosney, K. & Liegel, L. (2011).Creating Effective Poster Presentations: An Effective Poster 

https://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/#Note0 






