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Competition time 



outline 

Student requests for final workshop: 

• Getting the class to be more interactive with 
competition 

• Academic writing skills 

• Connecting paragraphs 

• Active and passive 

• Grammar and punctuation 

• Structure 

• Sentence structure for complex sentences 



Rewrite this extract from Sir Isaac Newton’s ‘New 
Theory of Light and Colors’ (1672), so that the subject is implied. 

 
 
I procured a triangular glass prism, to try therewith 
the celebrated phenomena of colors. And for that 
purpose, having darkened my laboratory, and made 
a small hole in my window shade, to let in a 
convenient quantity of the sun's light, I placed my 
prism at the entrance, that the light might be 
thereby refracted to the opposite wall. It was at first 
a very pleasing diversion to view the vivid and 
intense colors produced thereby. 



               

           

 
                       

 

The First Two Principles of Clear Writing 

(1) the subjects of the sentences name the 
characters 

 

(2) the verbs that go with those subjects name 
the crucial actions those characters are part of. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Williams,J (1990) Style: Towards Clarity and Grace 



 ( 



Nominalisation 



Useful nominalisations 

• Nominalise 

• Germany invaded Poland in 1939. This was 
the immediate cause of the Second World 
War breaking out.  

• Germany's invasion of Poland in 1939 was the 
immediate cause of the outbreak of the 
Second World War.  

 



Useful nominalisations 

 For example, when the nominalization is a 
subject referring to a previous sentence: 

 

 

• These arguments all depend on a single 
unproven claim. 

• This decision can lead to costly 
consequences. 



 Useless nominalisations: bad style 

• The police conducted an investigation into the matter. 

• The police investigated the matter. 

• The committee has no expectation that it will meet the deadline. 

• The committee does not expect to meet the deadline. 

• There was considerable erosion of the land from the floods. 

• The floods considerably eroded the land. 

• Our discussion concerned the engineering report. 

• We discussed the engineering report. 

• The presence of extensive rust damage to exterior surfaces prevented 
immediate repairs to the ship’s hull. 

• Because rust had extensively damaged the exterior surfaces, we 

      could not repair the ship’s hull immediately. 



     Choosing between active and passive forms 

Subject object 

Active The partners broke the agreement 

agent goal 

Subject Be + past 
participle 

Object 

Passive The agreement  was broken  by the partners 

Goal agent 



   Task: Make style more vigorous and direct 
with active voice. 

A new approach to toxic waste 
management detailed in a chemical 
industry plan will be submitted. A 
method of decomposing toxic by-
products of refinery processes has 
been discovered by Genco Chemical. 

 



Make style more vigorous and direct  

A new approach to toxic 
waste management 
detailed in a chemical 
industry plan will be 
submitted. A method of 
decomposing 

toxic by-products of 
refinery processes has 
been discovered by Genco 
Chemical. 

The chemical industry will 
submit a plan that details 
a new way to manage 
toxic waste. Genco 
Chemical has discovered a 
way to decompose toxic 
by-products of refinery 
processes. 



 
Which is better? 

Astronomers, physicists, and a host of other 
researchers entirely familiar with the problems 
raised by quasars have confirmed these 
observations. 

 

These observations have been confirmed by 
astronomers, physicists, and a host of other 
researchers entirely familiar with the 

problems raised by quasars.  



https://www.google.com.au/search?q=information+structure+image&client=firefox-b-
ab&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiyqdH137DOAhWEI5QKHYnJAh4QsAQIIQ&biw=1022&bih=885#imgd 

INFORMATION STRUCTURE IN SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS 

                            COHESION 



Task: The Role of Topics:  
compare paragraph 1 & 2 

Particular ideas toward the beginning of each 
clause define what a passage is centrally "about" 
for a reader, so a sense of coherence crucially 
depends on topics. Cumulatively, the thematic 
signposts that are provided by these ideas 
should focus the reader’s attention toward a well-
defined and limited set of connected ideas. 
Moving through a paragraph from a 
cumulatively coherent point of view is made 
possible by a sequence of topics that seem to 
constitute this coherent sequence of topicalised 
ideas. A seeming absence of context for each 
sentence is one consequence of making random 
shifts in topics. Feelings of dislocation, 
disorientation, and lack of focus will occur when 
that happens. The seeming coherence of whole 
sections will turn on a reader's point of view as a 
result of topic announcement. 

 
 

Topics are crucial for a reader because they focus 
the reader's attention on a particular idea toward 
the beginning of a clause and thereby notify a 
reader what a clause is "about.' Topics thereby 
crucially determine whether the reader will feel a 
passage is coherent. Cumulatively, through a 
series of sentences, these topicalized ideas 
provide thematic signposts that focus the 
reader's attention on a well-defined set of 
connected ideas. If a sequence of topics seems 
coherent, that consistent sequence will move the 
reader through a paragraph from a cumulatively 
coherent point of view. But if through that 
paragraph topics shift randomly, then the reader 
has to begin each sentence out of context, from 
no coherent point of view. When that happens, 
the reader will feel dislocated, disoriented, out of 
focus. Whatever the writer announces as a topic, 
then, will fix the reader's point of view, not just 
toward the rest of the sentence, but toward 
whole sections. 
 



The Role of Topics:  
coherent topic string in paragraph 2 

Particular ideas toward the beginning of each 
clause define what a passage is centrally "about" 
for a reader, so a sense of coherence crucially 
depends on topics. Cumulatively, the thematic 
signposts that are provided by these ideas 
should focus the reader’s attention toward a well-
defined and limited set of connected ideas. 
Moving through a paragraph from a 
cumulatively coherent point of view is made 
possible by a sequence of topics that seem to 
constitute this coherent sequence of topicalised 
ideas. A seeming absence of context for each 
sentence is one consequence of making random 
shifts in topics. Feelings of dislocation, 
disorientation, and lack of focus will occur when 
that happens. The seeming coherence of whole 
sections will turn on a reader's point of view as a 
result of topic announcement. 

 

Topics are crucial for a reader because they focus 
the reader's attention on a particular idea toward 
the beginning of a clause and thereby notify a 
reader what a clause is "about.' Topics thereby 
crucially determine whether the reader will feel a 
passage is coherent. Cumulatively, through a 
series of sentences, these topicalized ideas 
provide thematic signposts that focus the 
reader's attention on a well-defined set of 
connected ideas. If a sequence of topics seems 
coherent, that consistent sequence will move the 
reader through a paragraph from a cumulatively 
coherent point of view. But if through that 
paragraph topics shift randomly, then the reader 
has to begin each sentence out of context, from 
no coherent point of view. When that happens, 
the reader will feel dislocated, disoriented, out of 
focus. Whatever the writer announces as a topic, 
then, will fix the reader's point of view, not just 
toward the rest of the sentence, but toward 
whole sections. 

 



Topic/theme 

Old information 
Topics 

 

 

a clause  

Topics  

the reader 

a passage  

these topicalized ideas If  

a sequence of topics 

New information 
are crucial for a reader because they 
focus the reader's attention on a 
particular idea toward the beginning 
of a clause and thereby notify a 
reader what  
is "about.‘ 
thereby crucially determine whether 
will feel 
is coherent. Cumulatively, through a 
series of sentences,  
seems to provide thematic signposts 
that focus the reader's attention on a 
well-defined set of connected ideas. 

 



Task 

 

Proofread the following excerpts from essays and 
make the necessary changes. 



 
Issue: reporting verbs 

 
Bramhall (2014) states the use of therapeutic 
communication focuses on the physical and 
emotional needs of the patient.  Kleir (2013) states 
therapeutic communication consists of a number of 
techniques such as touch, acknowledging the 
patients thoughts, providing information and 
clarifying that information when required.  Kleir 
(2013) goes on to discuss the overall goal of 
therapeutic communication is to develop a 
relationship with the patient based on trust and 
respect. 

 



Issues: asking a question rather than making a 
statement; in-text referencing 

 

One should consider the development of the 
information to be conveyed and is it accurate, 
relevant and sufficient in detail and does it 
display insight (Mc Grath and Hardy, 2008)? 

 



Issues: sentence structure; reporting verb 

Rosenberg and Gallo-Silver (2011) also said 
therapeutic communication is essential for both 
nursing and nursing students, it became a 
primary skill for nurses to help understanding 
the patient need and encourage the patient to 
express their feeling and their thought, for 
example, when patient in pain by providing 
therapeutic communication will encourage the 
patients to express they are in pain rather than 
just wait until the nurse ask for it.   (70 words) 

 



Issues: citation; sentence construction 

Jirwe, Gerrish and Emami (2010) argued 
different cultural background between the 
nurses and the patients become the barriers to 
establish effective communication. 

 



Issues: citation; sentence construction 

However good communication has become of 
great help to nurses and, to me, it has helped 
me tackle even the hardest situations that I have 
come across during my clinical placements. 

 



Issue: punctuation; vocabulary 

In clinical settings, patients’ verbal 
communication guides health officers in patients 
diagnosis and treatments while attentions to 
non-verbal signals are absolutely necessary 
(Chan,2013). 




