
EHSE Prize Giving Ceremony  

School of Environment Awards 2016 

Students who were award recipients this year for their outstanding academic achievements in 2015 

have sent through a response to the sponsors of their award and a brief profile. See below for their 

personal messages. It is wonderful to see so many of our students continuing to work and study in 

the environmental science sector.  

The Chief Minister’s Award for Science: Benjamin Cavuoto  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Science 
 
The GHD Award: Cassandra Carter  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Diploma of Science 
 
The School of Environment Award: Michelle Winch  
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Science 
 
The Department of Land Resource Management Award: Linda Luck 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Environmental Science 
 
The Inspiring Australia Award: Eike Steinig 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Science Honours 
 
The Power and Water Corporation Award: Tomoko Okazaki 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in the Master of Environmental Management 

 

The Territory Natural Resource Management Award: Allen Fitzsimmons 
Outstanding Academic Achievement for Second Year Ecology Studies 
 
The ESRI Australia Award: Justin Moore 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year Remote Sensing 
 
The Greening Australia Award: Michael Aagaard 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
 
The CSIRO Award: Greg Carroll 
Outstanding Achievement in Second Year studies of Fire Ecology and Management  
 
The NT Geological Survey (Department Mines & Energy) Award for GIS: Justin Moore 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year of Geographic Information Systems 
 
The Territory Natural Resource Management Award: Diego Alvarez Cortez 
Outstanding Achievement for studies in Third Year Field Studies in Desert & Tropical Landscapes 
 
The Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand Award: Maree Domelow 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in Environmental Planning and Policy 

 



Benjamin Cavuoto 

 

Chief Minister’s Award for Science  
Outstanding achievement by a science graduand - Bachelor of Environmental Science or Bachelor of 

Science. Ben completed his Bachelor of Environmental Science in 2015. 

 

I was born in Adelaide, South Australia where my family had migrated from Italy. I am an 
adventurous person who enjoys exploring and discovering the world around us, and have been 
actively involved in sports and recreation all my life with a love for nature. I commenced my 
undergraduate degree at the University of Adelaide in South Australia studying the Bachelor of 
Science (Natural Resources). During this period, I accepted a career opportunity to work in Alice 
Springs in the Northern Territory in the field of conservation and land management. This 
employment opportunity engaged working with Indigenous Ranger groups employed by the Parks 
and Wildlife Commission of the Northern Territory and the Central Land Council. I transferred my 
course to continue studying at Charles Darwin University and completed the Bachelor of 
Environmental Science in 2015 majoring in Wildlife and Conservation Biology. I became particularly 
interested in being actively involved in environmental management of northern Australia’s 
ecosystems and anticipated that my chosen course and career would assist my learning the 
necessary skills and knowledge required to manage degraded habitats and threatened flora and 
fauna terrestrial and marine species.  
 
I have now been employed and working in the science and natural resource management fields for 
17 years in specialised fields such as with the CSIRO (Bush foods & medicine project), Australian 
National Botanic Gardens (Seeds for Survival project with Greening Australia), State, Local 
governments and NGOs in NRM and spatial science based environmental projects across a wide 
range of ecosystems in Australia. I started engaging with the Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal community in 
the Coorong National Park in South Australia on biodiversity projects in the late 1990s on a voluntary 
basis with the University of South Australia (Coorong Biodiversity Restoration Project); since then 
working with many Indigenous groups across Australia. I have been working with Indigenous groups 
to take a more active role in the management of their natural and cultural resources and to 
encourage to maintain, incorporate, and utilise, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural and 
ecological knowledge with western science. I was fortunate to have been actively involved with 
Aboriginal ‘Arrernte’ Traditional Owners in central Australia undertaking activities such as fauna 
identification and animal tracking, vegetation surveys, water quality monitoring, fire management 
and field surveys including bush foods and bush medicines. 
 
I am currently employed by the Kimberley Land Council in the Land and Sea Management Unit based 
in Broome Western Australia working with Indigenous Ranger groups and Traditional Owners in the 
West Kimberley to look after, manage and take control of their traditional country. I have acquired 
extensive experience in learning from, mentoring and supporting Aboriginal people manage their 
land and sea resources through a two-way engagement process combining western scientific 
research and Traditional Aboriginal Knowledge. More recently, I have been involved through the 
Kimberley Land Council in working with the Department of Parks & Wildlife WA, Rangelands NRM 



and Western Australian Marine Science Institution undertaking marine research, fire management, 
invasive species ecology, seed collection, bush foods and medicine projects. 
 
My academic ambition is to continue studying the Master of Environmental Management through 
Charles Darwin University focusing on flora and fauna ecology, spatial science and marine ecology. 
 

Course Coordinator: Christine Schlesinger 

 

  



Cassandra Carter 

 
 

GHD Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in Diploma of 

Science 
 

Being awarded the Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in the Diploma of Science has 

boosted my confidence immensely. I’ve always had an interest in human anatomy and physiology 

but never thought I was capable of going to university, let alone studying science - especially as a 

mature age student with young children. Not knowing if I wanted to complete studies in science or 

nursing, the Diploma of Science gave me the opportunity to explore all areas of interest and I've 

gained valuable insight into the health science sector. I am hoping to continue with studies in the 

health discipline to build on my particular interest in individuals on the autism spectrum, and I hope 

to explore opportunities to work in this area in the near future. CDU has given me the opportunity to 

reach my full potential and I look forward to the next chapter of my study life. 

 

Course coordinator: Sean Bellairs 

 



Michelle Winch  

The School of Environment Award for Outstanding Academic 

Achievement in the Bachelor of Science 

I completed the Bachelor of Science in the Biomedical Science stream. Throughout the duration of 

my course, the content of each unit was both engaging and challenging. I thoroughly enjoyed the 

intensive nature of my course and discovered new and exciting fields of science along the way.  

Upon the conclusion of my degree I undertook a placement at Menzies School of Health research 

where I worked with the Child Respiratory Health team and found great pleasure in partaking in 

meaningful research. I was also offered a casual research assistant position at Charles Darwin 

University working under Karen Gibb and her team. During both spouts of employment, I 

experienced great insight into the professional research industry and its intellectually challenging 

nature.  Although I am unsure of the direction I will take my career, I am exploring further study 

options, such as medicine, teaching or further research.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my experience at CDU and feel it has both prepared me for future employment 

and equipped me with essential life skills such as the ability to question and problem solve. 

Again, many thanks I am sincerely appreciative of this award and all that it represents. 
 

Course Coordinator: Sean Bellairs 

 

  



Linda Luck  
 

Department of Land Resource Management Award for Outstanding 

Academic Achievement in the Bachelor of Environmental Science 
 

My reason for choosing to study the Bachelor of Environmental Science at CDU was the course 

structure providing a uniquely varied and flexible learning experience. Encompassing a range of 

interdisciplinary units, it also allowed considerable freedom for specialisation with a number of 

streams and a generous amount of electives. Personally, I chose to make use of this flexibility and 

freedom by diversifying my learning as much as possible. I was able to include an exchange semester 

in Europe without incurring any time delay in completing my degree and gathered valuable practical 

experience by focussing on field intensives and other project based units. Studying at CDU I 

particularly enjoyed the small class sizes and the exceptional approachability of the science teaching 

and support staff.  

My overall very positive experience at CDU, along with a number of projects I had the opportunity to 

work on during this time, has caused me to reconsider my academic aspirations. To my surprise, I 

now find myself back at university working on my Honours degree. Having specialised in 

conservation biology, I am clearly a flora enthusiast with a desire to take on big problems. And while 

I’m not sure yet what exactly I want to do when I grow up, I do hope it will have something to do 

with environmental science research. 

I very much appreciate this award as an acknowledgement for the considerable time and effort I 

have put into the completion of my degree and would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

wonderful people who have helped make the past three years a truly amazing time. 

Course Coordinator: Christine Schlesinger  



Eike Steinig 
Inspiring Australia Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Bachelor of 

Science Honours 
 

During my Honours at Charles Darwin University, I had the fortune and pleasure to engage with 
some very intelligent – and extraordinarily humble - people at Menzies School of Health Research, 
first and foremost my supervisor Dr. Steven Tong.  

Although my background is in Marine Biology, the field of genomic and computational analysis 
(Bioinformatics) has been a cornerstone of my interests, both as a biologist and as a programmer. Its 
application to infectious diseases is not only fascinating on a personal level, but also highly relevant 
to public health.  

Three very important reasons come to my mind: first, with the advent of next- and third-generation 
sequencing technologies, enormous data sets are generated and require more and more scientist to 
engage with computational analysis. It is fascinating to think that we work at the interface of huge 
collaborative efforts to collect data in the 'real world' and the knowledge we can derive from its 
analysis.  

Second, the ability to analyse such data is a tool, just like a hammer or a saw, that can be applied to 
any question utilizing the incredible power of genome sequencing. It has allowed me to engage with 
my curiosity about the natural world and work on a variety of fascinating projects, such as the 
development of sustainable aquaculture practises, acclimatisation of coral reefs to climate change 
and the emergence of multidrug resistant and virulent pathogens like MRSA during my Honours.  

We live in an increasingly connected world, in which collaborations, data sharing and transparency 
are becoming vastly important, not just between scientists, but also between the scientific 
community and the public. In the end, people need to understand what scientists are doing. 
Bioinformatics - including the presentation and visualization of our knowledge - is a beautiful way to 
do just that!  

Since completing his honours qualification in 2015, Eike Steinig has commenced a PhD at James Cook 
University. He is currently drafting the second publication from his Bachelor of Science Honours year 
at CDU and looks forward to continuing to collaborate with his primary supervisor, Dr Steven Tong, 
on some more pathogen-related projects. 

Course Coordinator: Alison King 

Honours project supervisor: Steven Tong  



Tomoko Okazaki 
 

Power and Water Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 

the Master of Environmental Management 
 

Before I came to Australia I was working for a publishing company as an editor in Japan. I enjoyed 

my work, but I started to think of changing my career to something environment related, because I 

wanted to contribute to the reduction of environmental problems that were growing in the world. 

So, I decided to study environmental management at CDU because I found that CDU had a good 

reputation in the field internationally.  

 

Initially, I just enrolled in a certificate IV in Conservation and Land Management course as it was a 

completely different from my previous work background and I wanted to find out whether I liked it 

during the 6 months period of the course. It turns out, I enjoyed it more than I expected and decided 

to continue my study and when I realised that, I have completed my post-graduate degree in 

Tropical Environmental Management. 

 

My study has provided me with good opportunities for work in the Northern Territory. While 

finishing my studies part-time I have worked for a number of Northern Territory government 

departments in work related to my studies. Specifically, I have worked in: 

• The Weed Management Branch of NT Dept. of Land Resource Management,  

• Crown Land management as a Crown Weeds officer, NT Dept. of Lands, Planning and 

the Environment, and 

• Medical Entomology as a Technical Officer with the Dept. of Health (current) 

 

CDU is great university as it provides broad options (various subjects) to study. It is good size, small 

and easy to access to lecturers (when I was studying at other university, students were in the long 

que to ask questions after lectures). Lecturers were experienced and knowledgeable and very 

supportive. Because of the size of CDU, course coordinators understanding of student needs and a 

flexible approach for each situation, CDU was perfect for my studies. I may still study in the future 

and CDU would again be my choice. 

 

Course Coordinator: Penny Wurm  



Allen Fitzsimmons 
 

Territory Natural Resource Management Award for Outstanding 

Academic Achievement for Second Year Ecology Studies 
 

I grew up on the north coast in NSW at Casino and spent about 10 years in north-west NSW at 

Gunnedah. I have lived in NT for 11 years now and the only thing I regret about moving here is the 

fact I didn’t do it sooner. I never considered university as an option for me when I finished year 12 as 

nobody in my family had ever been to university, and moving away from everyone and everything I 

knew was not an attractive option as a 17 year old. I had been permanently employed at a Darwin 

shipping company for 6 years and was not happy with my job and future prospects. I had no success 

with applying for positions I felt I would enjoy and be good at, with feedback indicating this was due 

to my education level so I decided to do something about it. I enrolled in and completed in CDU’s 

Tertiary Enabling Program which allowed me to then enrol in a degree.  

 

CDU’s Bachelor of Environmental Science was an obvious and easy choice for me as I have a natural 

interest in much of what the course covers. My favourite parts of the ecology unit ENV201 were 

appropriately documenting data and results and then interpreting and reporting on the most 

relevant aspects as well as a chance to practise survey techniques in the field.  

 

As a result of contacts I have made during my studies I have been fortunate to have the opportunity 

to do some work for the Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods (RIEL) based out of 

CDU. These projects have focussed on the effects of invasive alien grasses on vegetation structure 

and nutrient cycling in tropical savannas. This has given me the chance to put some of the theory I 

have learnt into practice and has demonstrated how what I have been studying in my degree is the 

pathway to the job I seek into the future.  

 

I now have just one more assessment before I finish my degree. I enjoy most aspects of terrestrial 

vertebrate and aquatic ecology as well as understanding the effects of interactions between species 

and the environment, though I do find many things outside this description fascinating. My great 

hope is to find interesting employment where I can further build on the skill base I have gained 

during my degree. 

 

Unit Coordinator: Penny Wurm  



Justin Moore 

 
 

ESRI Australia Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 

Second Year Remote Sensing Studies 
 

NT Geological Survey (Department of Mines & Energy) Award for 

Outstanding Academic Achievement in Second Year of Geographic 

Information Systems 

Firstly, thank you. I have recently completed my Bachelor of Environmental Science and winning 

these awards means a lot to me as a personal validation. It has also made me seriously want to 

explore further personal and professional development in the fields of spatial science. I probably 

enjoyed these classes the most as their applications were technically focused I have gained useful 

skills, especially in an era where accessibility is no longer an issue and the utilization of geographic 

information systems is so prevalent across many industries. 

 

Unit Coordinator Second Year Remote Sensing: Karen Joyce 

Unit Coordinator Second Year GIS: Ian Leiper 

  



Michael Aagaard  

 
 

Greening Australia Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement in 

Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
 

I’ve lived in Darwin my whole life and have always been keenly interested in the natural world, with 
my passion for it stoked by both my parents and living in a city so close to the wild in every direction. 
Even through high school I kept my interest alive, however it became more refined and more 
focused on the conservation aspects of my interest. When I decided to go to Charles Darwin 
University it was only natural that I chose Environmental Science as my degree. 
 

Unit Coordinator: Sean Bellairs  



Greg Carroll 

 

CSIRO Award for Outstanding Achievement in Second Year studies of 

Fire Ecology and Management  

 
My name is Greg Carroll, and I’m honoured to be recognised and chosen for this award donated by 

CSIRO and through CDU. 

The unit I won the award for is Fire Ecology and Management in Northern Australia, and the unit 

coordinator was Dr Natalie Rossiter-Rachor. I am currently in the final year of my Environmental 

Science (Natural Resource Management) degree, with a GPA of 6.4. I started my degree with SCU in 

Lismore NSW, but have since moved to NE Arnhem Land in the NT and so I took some units through 

CDU that were more relevant to this area of Australia, and also of great interest to me. I am a 

mature aged student studying externally whilst working full-time, and I am very impressed with 

CDU’s external student resources and support; everyone there has been extremely helpful and 

generous with their time.  

Not long after completing this unit, I was lucky enough to start work with Yirralka Rangers through 

Laynhapuy Homelands Aboriginal Corporation as a facilitator mentoring and resourcing Yolngu 

rangers to look after country whilst staying in their homelands. I was asked to coordinate the 

Savanna Burning program and Carbon Farming Initiative for our IPA, and whilst this is also a great 

honour it is a great deal of work for a relative newcomer, but something I’m loving as the learning 

curve is huge. My interest in fire ecology will definitely assist with this project, and I’m looking 

forward to learning much more in my future years working in the NT.  

I am a keen surfer and whilst I have left regular surfing behind in northern NSW, I have been lucky 

enough to find a small like-minded crew here in Nhulunbuy to go surfing with when the conditions 

are right. Obviously these conditions include lack of crocodiles and surfing in groups, but to date 

living in Nhulunbuy has been fantastic and a huge adventure.  

Thank you once again for selecting me for this award. 

 

Unit Coordinator: Natalie Rossiter-Rachor 

  



Diego Alvarez Cortez 
 

Territory Natural Resource Management Award for Outstanding 

Achievement for studies in Third Year Field Studies in Desert & 

Tropical Landscapes  

 
I am originally from Spain and I have been living in Darwin and studying at CDU during the past four 

years. Two years ago I finished my studies of Conservation and Land Management. This was such an 

enriching experience that I decided to enrol in the Bachelor of Environmental Science to improve 

and expand my knowledge about this unique environment. I am currently coursing my last year of 

the degree. 

 

I am passionate about the different ecosystems and the great diversity of the Territory. I have a 

particular interest in learning about the plant and animal species that inhabit Northern Australia and 

the factors driving the composition and the changes of these communities.  

 

The unit Field Studies in Tropical and Desert Landscapes gave me a very good opportunity to 

research and see “first hand” the Top End’s ecosystem variation along the rainfall gradient. I am 

always seeking to gain practical experience, doing field research, and this unit is a perfect way to do 

so.  

 

I am looking forward to continuing my learning process, and hopefully be able to apply my 

knowledge and skills to contribute to preserve these amazing landscapes. 

 

Unit Coordinator: Lindsay Hutley  

 

  



Maree Domelow 

 
 

Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand Award for 

Outstanding Academic Achievement in Environmental Planning and 

Policy 
 

I commenced working for the NT Government in 2007 in the Department of Lands and Planning in 

development assessment, and worked there for many years as a senior town planner in rural land 

use, predominantly utilising my undergraduate knowledge and skills to assess physical land 

capability. I prepared planning reports primarily for the Minister for Lands and Planning and the NT 

Development Consent Authority. Prior to this I worked in natural resource management as a Land 

Management Coordinator for the Djelk Women Rangers in Maningrida, as a project officer for 

Greening Australia NT in Darwin, and for the Department of Natural Resources, Environment and the 

Arts as the Top End NRM Facilitator for the Natural Resource Management Board NT. 

 

I commenced my Masters of Environmental Management in 2013 after a lengthy hiatus from tertiary 

studies. Since then I have had a daughter and subsequent to that have returned to full time work, so 

continue to study for my Masters at a very slow pace! 

 

I very reluctantly left Darwin last year owing to personal circumstances and to be closer to my 

family, however continue to miss my most enduring love, the Top End of the NT. I am passionate 

about protecting our natural environments as well as improving the communities we live in. I 

particularly enjoyed studying for the unit Environmental Planning and Policy, and I hope that my 

studies combined with my wide variety of professional experiences will eventually lead me to an 

opportunity to be able to make a positive contribution to the political approach to managing natural 

environments. 

 

Unit Coordinator: Kerstin Zander  


