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DAY 2 ABSTRACTS 

Vulnerable youth in northern Australia - Agnieszka Nelson, ANU - 9.00 Tuesday, 15 Spt 

Welfare reform and the long-term sustainability of the welfare system continues to be a 
centrepiece of the policy agenda across the developed world, including Australia. One 
population who are of particular concern are youth for whom transition from education to 
stable full-time employment has become increasingly challenging and protracted. In 
Australia, for example, in 2014, almost one in four of all 16 to 24 year olds relied on welfare 
as a main source of income. For Indigenous youth, the figure is even more stark, with over 
half of all 16 to 24 year olds relying on income support. Over 14 per cent of all young 
welfare recipients have been assessed as vulnerable— one in two of those for living with a 
disability, and one in four for homelessness. The remaining vulnerable youth consist of 
those who are recent migrants, those who have been exposed to domestic violence, those 
who were released from prison or those who have significant caring roles. But what 
happens if you live in a remote area of Australia like Darwin or the outback? How different 
are your changes of exiting income support from your counterparts who live in other 
states/territories in Australia?  Using Research and Evaluation administrative data from 
Department of Employment, I examine income support exits among youth at risk of social 
exclusion by their characteristics and types of vulnerability in the Northern Territory.  

Data linkage – regulatory issues and options for use – John McKenzie, Menzies - 10.00 
Tuesday, 15 Spt 

This presentation will describe a research partnership between Menzies, AMSANT (the peak 
body for Indigenous controlled health boards) and the NT government departments of 
Education, Health, and Children and Families. The project is linking de-identified health, 
education, child protection and police data on over 60,000 NT children. This enables 
researchers to study relationships and connections impossible to see until data from 
different sources are combined. The regulatory barriers that had to be overcome will be 
discussed, as well as the potential benefits of the project.    

The Statistics of Evidence - how counting matters - Stephen Horn, SSAI - 10.50 Tuesday, 15 
Spt 
This presentation will demonstrate how statistics can meet the policy challenges of good 
government, but also how developments in government can challenge statistics. The 
language and techniques of statistics has evolved over the last three hundred years, 
alongside evolutions in philosophy of government and the opening of government to public 
scrutiny through democratic interventions, and more recently through participation by 
citizens in the process of devising and operationalising and reviewing government action. 
Discussion of the now abandoned COAG Reform agenda will highlight the opportunities and 
tensions between the policy and the data communities, and their collaboration/collision in 
the task of evaluation.  
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Volatile evaluands: Approaching evaluation in changing environments - Matthew Willis, 
CDU/AIC - 13.30 Tuesday, 15 Spt 

Social program interventions are developed in response to needs that arise in particular 
environmental contexts and are implemented in ways that respond to those contexts. An 
effective evaluation of a social intervention requires an understanding of the environment 
and context in which the intervention was developed and implemented. Yet during the 
course of an evaluation those environments can change in ways that impact on the 
implementation and even the aims of the intervention. Some areas of social intervention 
are particularly vulnerable to the influence of volatile environments and it is in these areas 
that effective evaluations are perhaps most needed. This session will explore how 
evaluators can identify and respond to these changes while maintaining the integrity of the 
evaluation process. 

 

Context and the use of evidence in policy: A realist perspective - Gill Westhorp, 
CDU/Community Matters - 14.00 Tuesday, 15 Spt 

There has been significant research into the factors that affect the use of research and 
evaluation evidence in policy, or for central-level decisions about programs. This 
presentation will present some of the models that have been developed and consider them 
from two perspectives. Firstly, the models themselves will be considered from a realist 
perspective: what do and don’t they tell us about context, mechanisms and outcomes 
(where outcomes relate to the use of evidence)? Secondly, what are the specific 
implications for developing an understanding of improving the use of evidence in ‘northern 
contexts’?   
 


