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Cathy Bow was an incredibly humble person. All Cathy’s research work was undertaken with the utmost
care and respect. In working on the Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages, she had close relationships
with many Aboriginal Language Speakers across the Northern Territory. She worked to find, collate,
digitise and keep safe many records of language and language learning resources, drawing them into one
place and making them available under the authority of Elder leadership for the benefit of future
generations.
Her passion for this work followed through into her PhD studies, which have been so important to her over
the last few years. She worked carefully finding and creating ways to work with Aboriginal languages in
ways which maintained their integrity as the places and identities of language speakers whilst also
opening language learning to non-Indigenous speakers and young people. It was with great pride that she
received her doctorate in May this year, becoming Doctor Cathy Bow, a title recognised as very well
deserved by all her peers.
It was the small acts of care and kindness that we have appreciated so much from Cathy, as she has
tirelessly and with great enthusiasm helped many, many people with language work, paper collaborations,
conferences and other social gatherings. Always over-committing because so many people wanted to work
with her, but always enthusiastic for the next project and the new thing that had not been done yet, but
which was just waiting around the corner.
Her kindness and generosity in supporting ways that we can connect together, has helped the TopEndSTS
collective to flourish and grow. Cathy was a founding member, and the heart and soul of this group. Always
pushing us to believe in our own abilities and contributions, as well as participating in all our madcap
schemes with immense joy and practical attention to detail.
She has been a solid point around which so many people have oriented. Within the Northern Institute at
CDU, in linguistics work with speakers of Bininj and Yolŋu languages, with her commitment to the church.
We have come to rely on her guiding influence in so many areas. It’s just testament to so many people that
she touched, that the many communities of which she is a part become visible and gather around to
support each other at this time.
It’s with such sadness that we remember the many joys and achievements of Cathy Bow’s very, very full
life. An unfailingly smiling person who in the words of Dr Waymamba Gaykamaŋu ‘was just SO nice’.
She is missed by the Bininj and Yolŋu Elders and collaborators who have known her so well over the years,
and who have spoken about the unfailing support that she has offered to them and their languages. They
have come together to share the news of Cathy’s passing, and to commemorate the particular work and
relationships that they shared.
It will take a long time for the sense of shock at Cathy’s passing to subside. As someone who was so active
and vital, with seemingly so many wonderful adventures and achievements ahead, it is difficult to reconcile
this current situation with what we had all expected. We had expected she would always be there, we relied
on her steady hand and guidance. This is not something anyone had considered and it makes it so much
harder to process. She never hogged the limelight, or stepped forward unnecessarily, at the same time as
she was a diligent powerhouse of small detailed activity, connecting so many people and achieving so
many things with such grace and respect. You just imagine her walking down the corridor, calling on the
phone, responding to that email.

Thank you to Dr Michaela Spencer for writing about Cathy on behalf of NI staff.
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Please accept our deepest sympathy during this difficult time. We are so sad to hear about the
loss of our friend Cathy. She served the community with her heart, her knowledge, skills and
expertise. We are thankful for her commitment to supporting Aboriginal people in sharing their
knowledge and languages. The fruits of her work will remain with us forever for future
generations. We will miss her. May she rest in peace.
Läwurrpa Maypilama, Rosemary Gundjarranbuy, Helen Nyomba, Steven Maliku, Anita
Munyarryun, Beulah Mewura, Dorothy Yuŋgirrŋa, Anne Lowell
Cathy Bow made enormous contributions to Indigenous languages, their speakers, and to her
academic community. Always gentle and understated about her achievements, Cathy pushed
boundaries and delivered innovations to honour, share and celebrate languages. She will be deeply
missed by many. My condolences to Cathy’s family, friends and colleagues.
Dr Samantha Disbray, Lecturer in Endangered Languages
I am writing to express my deep sadness at Cathy’s passing. Cathy was a fine colleague and a
wonderful person. She touched many people through her work and professionalism in the
languages field. She made an impact on everyone through her warmth and kindness, her keen
listening ear and her ethical conduct. This is what made her a great collaborator and friend.
I didn’t know her family. Please pass on my condolences.
May she rest in peace. In sorrow, Marg.
Dr Margaret Carew, Indigenous Languages and Culture Consultant | DESE – Alice Springs
My deepest sympathy to you all. Cathy was a lovely person - warm and friendly. She worked hard
putting her very considerable abilities to positive outcomes for Indigenous languages and peoples.
She will be very greatly missed. Thinking of you at this sad time, Carmel
Dr. Carmel O'Shannessy, School of Literature, Languages and Linguistics
I cannot find any words other than 'thank you' to express what I'm feeling now... but my heart
aches every time I think about you. You left us a legacy of your professionalism, love that you
shared with us, and care with which you bonded many people and worlds together.
May you rest in peace. Nori
Yasunori Hayashi, Lecturer in Indigenous knowledge | Northern Institute
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Please pass onto all of Cathy’s colleagues at CDU our condolences about her passing. We are
shocked and will deeply miss her. We had lunch and dinner with her a month ago when she was in
Alice Springs which was a really lovely time. I worked with her on scanning and uploading all the
Central Australian LAAL books years ago and appreciated her dedication and determination to
make the project such a success.
Susan Moore, Principal Alice Springs Language Centre

1'm a junior researcher with the Northern Institute. Cathy was greatly respected and appreciated
by our team. I was excited to be able to work on my first collaborative research project with Cathy
over the last year. We have been working together to explore the effectiveness of COVID-19
communication with Yolŋu. I admired Cathy greatly as a caring, collaborative researcher whose
energy kept us all on an even keel, and whose work strengthened and invested in other people.
Cathy had a gentle and capable way of getting us organised and upholding a high standard.
Things feel out of balance without her but we will do our best to continue the work in her honour.
We miss her very much.
Emily Armstrong, Northern Institute
This is to say a very sad and shocked goodbye to Cathy Bow, a colleague I worked closely with a
few years ago in creating a vital project for the preservation of aboriginal languages in the
Northern Territory, Australia. In a former, distant, more enlightened age, the Australian
government introduced bilingual education in remote aboriginal communities and as a result, for
the first time in many cases, aboriginal languages were written down, in storybooks, for children
to learn to read. These books were often the only written record of those languages in their full “as
spoken” form. Then times changed and a new national government came along and decided that
bilingual education was not acceptable, and those books fell into disuse. Some were stacked away
in cupboards to gather dust; some were even “stored” in refuse bins! Key persons in the Charles
Darwin University in Darwin who noticed what a valuable resource was in decay and danger of
being lost entirely and Cathy Bow was hired to go out into these communities to recover (in
dialogue with the community elders) as many of the aboriginal languages books as possible.
As she brought them in to us, we set about digitizing them and working with a tech team to make
them available publicly — for linguists internationally as a scholarly resource, but especially for
the different aboriginal communities themselves. They would be able to interact with them online,
adding their own responses to what they were now able to read. It was a vital project in helping
preserve languages that were in danger of being lost. Posted on Vridar.
Neil Godfrey
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Cathy had a long connection with SIL International, SIL Australia and the Australian Society for
Indigenous Languages - going back to time in Cameroon in Africa and teaching phonetics for ten
years in a training program in Melbourne. She was a friend to many. We valued her careful
consideration of linguistic matters, generosity of thought with others who had differing opinions,
unhurried way of building relationships and advocacy for Indigenous peoples.
Dr Phil Townsend,
Director, Australia Timor Group of SIL International
I will miss Cathy greatly and find it difficult to come to terms with Cathy's loss. Cathy was a
friend and collaborator of mine, and beloved to many across Australia. Her legacy as a linguist is
profound, spanning more than two decades of impactful work, and she was such a lovely and
generous person. I first met Cathy in October 2017 at the Puliima Conference in Cairns, when we
were both PhD students at roughly the same stage, and I enjoyed catching up with her at
conferences over the years. Cathy's talk Evaluating digital tools for endangered languages was
inspirational and an impetus for many more discussions and collaboration. I shared many happy
moments with Cathy during my recent travels to the NT. I remember her today while wearing the
Bininj Kunwok T-shirt that she bought me as a surprise to cheer me up when I was unwell and
feeling down. That is the kind of person that she was.
To Michael, Michaela, Steven, Ruth, the team at CDU Northern Institute, and her colleagues and
friends at Bininj Kunwok LRC- I send you my sincerest condolences. I know that Cathy was so
integral to your teams up there, and that her absence will be greatly felt by everyone who knew
her. I know that she was pleased to be working with you, and held you all in such high regard. She
was so proud to finally be a Dr too! My deepest sympathies to her brother and friends elsewhere. I
know that her loss is being felt deeply here at the ANU as well.
Farewell Cathy. You will be missed. May love and faith carry you home.
Dr Jennyfer Lawrence Taylor FHEA,
Lecturer in Human-Computer Interaction | ANU School of Computing
I was so privileged to get to know and spend quality time with this beautiful lady when I lived in
Melbourne, 2000-2007. She lived her life so genuinely. She really cared and was a true friend.
Thank you for everything Cathy x
Maree Paton
I'll miss the honest talk, trips to the movies, theatre ... and who will I go fishing with now?
Amazing lady and much loved. We were just about to start on her book, I hope her language
projects will continue with her colleagues...
Davina Dee Avery
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My deep sympathy to her friends and family on the loss of a wonderful person. I had the great
honour to be on Cathy's supervisory panel for her PhD. Working with her was a pleasure, and I
learned so much from her. She is well known for her tireless work in establishing, running and
promoting the Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages https://livingarchive.cdu.edu.au/ It houses
over 4000 digitised books in languages of the Northern Territory. Cathy then went on to work
with Bininj people to set up the first online Bininj Gunwok university course, which enabled Bininj
people to teach their language long-distance. She helped others set up similar online courses in
Kriol and Gumbaynggirr, and she worked to bring Indigenous language professionals together in
an Indigenous languages summer institute. I am grieving for the loss of a graceful person who
worked with Indigenous colleagues to achieve some of the most imaginative and successful recent
language projects,who was extraordinarily generous in her support for students and colleagues,
and who had just embarked on new collaborations.
Jane Simpson
I met Dr Cathy in 2014 at a conference dinner. I was about to graduate with my Bachelor of Arts
in Linguistics. Dr Cathy told me about the PhD project she was about to start working on for the
Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages. I felt so inspired by the enthusiasm Cathy had for her
upcoming PhD project. I followed the development of LAAL with interest.
In 2021 I started my own PhD at CDU. I have had the absolute of honour of being the first PhD
student of Dr Cathy Bow. During this year Dr Cathy guided me ever so kindly and patiently
through research and academic processes. Her own PhD experience was still fresh in her mind
and greatly informed her teaching and often humorous ‘dos and don’ts’ advice. Dr Cathy
thoughtfully shared insights grounded in her deep respect for Aboriginal people’s selfdetermination in language and archive work.
It was a great privilege to have Dr Cathy as a PhD supervisor. I will always remember her
enthusiasm, encouragement and wisdom so generously shared with me. I will deeply miss Dr
Cathy during the rest of my PhD and beyond. My sincerest condolences to Dr Cathy’s family,
friends and colleagues for this saddest loss.
Annie Cameron
This is terrible news, and a huge blow to everyone who knew her. She helped me greatly with
digital children's books written in Australian languages, over years, and we had many long
conversations. It is very hard to process this, especially given her enormous generosity of spirit
and the wonderful work she has done outstandingly and was continuing to do. With sincere
condolences to her family and closest friends. Cathy will be greatly missed and the sadness will
remain for a very long time to come.
Christine Nicholls
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Dr Cathy Bow’s connection with the NT Department of Education (DoE) began in 2012, when she
was appointed project manager of the Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages project. NT DoE’s
contribution, as a partner in this project, was in-kind support from the DoE Bilingual Education
and Indigenous Languages and Cultures (BEILC) team. Cathy was our point of liaison, effortlessly
keeping track of the process.
She visited most of the past and present NT DoE bilingual schools herself, as well as other schools
where texts in Aboriginal languages were produced. In collaboration with the BEILC team and
school and community-based staff, she identified and located texts in Indigenous languages, and
sought permission to digitize and upload the texts, negotiating with their creators or with their
family or community representatives. She then arranged for them to be digitized locally or
transported to Darwin or Alice Springs to be scanned centrally, and then returned to
communities.
Cathy listened and thought carefully and debated and discussed respectfully. She learned about
different ways of working with Indigenous communities in the NT. She eased herself into the old
time linguistic / language worker networks and became an integral part of them.
Cathy supported and encouraged projects to enrich the resources of the Living Archive, running a
competition to develop multimedia versions of the texts, publishing experiences of classroom use
on the LAAL blog, and collaborating to record talking books in languages including
Djambarrpuyŋu with Elizabeth Milmilany (with Trish Joy) and Warlpiri with Jeannie Herbert
(dec.) (with Mary Laughren). Cathy was very open to supporting different ways of using the LAAL
materials, and encouraging the sharing of resources and teaching ideas – many of these are
documented in the LAAL blog and in her papers and presentations. She worked closely with Alice
Springs Language Centre staff and senior secondary students studying their languages, who
rewrote old books using current orthographies. These have been uploaded on LAAL along with
new stories from students.
More recently, Cathy also worked as a member of the Bilingual Education and Indigenous
Languages and Cultures team. She contributed to the development of resources to inform
teachers about students’ first languages, creating resources about Bininj Kunwok, and rephrasing
descriptions of how sounds are made in Aboriginal languages, drawing on her long experience
teaching phonetics to beginners.
We will miss her greatly.
Rebecca Green, Trish Joy, Susan Moore, Melanie Wilkinson
NT Department of Education
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At its last executive meeting, National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) NT Division
acknowledged the loss of Dr Cathy Bow to CDU, Batchelor Institute (BIITE) and the wider society.
We wish to share the following sentiments with her colleagues and family: Dr Cathy Bow was a
much-valued colleague to many at Batchelor Institute (BIITE) and CDU. We at NTEU are deeply
shocked and saddened by her sudden passing a few weeks back. She was kind, caring and
generous with her time, work and colleagues. Cathy was a highly motivated instigator and made
numerous contributions in terms of ideas and networks through the linguistic and university
system. She highly encouraged and supported her colleagues and those she worked within the
community in line with her high ideals on the importance of Indigenous languages.
We extend our heartfelt loss to both her friends and family. With kind regards,
Dr Rajeev Sharma Secretary NT Division National Tertiary Education Union
When I was in undergrad, I had a bunch of questions about the Living Archive, so I emailed her. I
had no idea that she was finishing her PhD., wrapping up her project, and dealing with all the
stress that comes with this. Nonetheless, she generously answered all my questions and shared
her passion for her work. It wasn't until later that I realised she did this against a backdrop of
pressures and deadlines, yet not once did she make me feel unwelcome for my questions. Hearing
of her passing was a real gut punch, and she'll be missed terribly.
Termy Cornall
We of Cathy's Melbourne Christian community who came to welcome, know, love, encourage,
enjoy, inspire and follow Cathy through the decades mourn in that strangest mix of tears, grief
and living hope ... so grateful... so many memories ... so feeling the painful loss for family, friends
and colleagues who also loved her ,while confident of this, in Christ our best is always yet to come.
Ron White
I am shocked beyond words. Kathy was an incredibly wise, kind and humble colleague. I will miss
her dearly. Her passion for the survival and maintenance of Indigenous Australian languages was
beyond measure. My prayers and thoughts are with her family and CDU NI colleagues.
Robyn Ober
Cathy was such a generous, frank and reliable colleague. I was really excited about the things we
were going to work on together in the months and years ahead. This is such a terrible loss - but
we'll remember Cathy by continuing to work towards the goals we shared.
We'll miss you so much Cathy
John Mansfield
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Cathy, what a talented linguist she was, and a beautiful and wonderful person. I will always
remember studying phonetics under her back at Kangaroo Ground in 2009. Cathy could
effortlessly make every sound in the IPA chart, and recognise any sound in a busy train station! It
was such a pleasant surprise to discover Cathy living here when we came up to Darwin. Her
warmth and engagement with indigenous languages was exemplary, and her knowledge base
extensive. I will miss Cathy on both a professional and personal level. An enormous hole is left
Cathy, we will struggle to do many things without you.
May you be at peace with the Lord in that heavenly place Cathy.
Павел Кубов (Pavel Kubov)
I am very sad to hear of the sudden passing of Cathy Bow. Her work on languages in Africa and
Australia has been so important, just one example of this being the Living Archive of Aboriginal
Languages. A person of great calm and thoughtfulness, she will be missed but her achievements
will remain.
Stephen Morey
Messer I was privileged to meet Cathy and to share a road trip to the Pilbara with her and Steven
Bird. I am just finding out what an extraordinary legacy she has bequeathed. Vale Dr Bow,
heartfelt condolences to your family and friends.
Patricia Gay
The shock of Cathy’s passing, has also been an enormous loss for the Australian mission
community. Over many years, Cathy served missionaries with her extraordinary gift, passion and
knowledge of language learning both nationally (SILA - Equip & MILL) and locally (T-TRIM
course). Her legacy remains in so many fields around the globe. Cathy has also been a major
contributor to helping establish Missions Interlink NT. We are grateful to God for the gift of her
life to us all.
Rachel Borneman
I worked with Cathy on the Australian Indigenous Languages Institute and other projects. She
was such a wonderful person. Friendly, encouraging and quietly and gently persistent. Doing so
much herself. Her going a great shock and a great loss.
John Giacon
Cathy was a warm talented person, a fine linguist who was able to take on any project and bring
it to a brilliant conclusion evidenced by her realisation of LAAL, her PhD, language courses and so
much more. It was Cathy who brought NT schools into OzCLO. I was privileged to collaborate
with Cathy on both LAAL and OzCLO. My condolences to Cathy’s family, friends and colleagues.
Mary Laughren
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Very sad to hear of the loss of Cathy Bow. With Cathy at the helm, contributing to Living Archive
of Aboriginal Languages was a breeze, she was so professional and helpful. LAAL is a legacy of
Cathy's capable and committed work which will be there for future generations. My condolences
to Cathy’s family, friends and colleagues.
Myf Turpin
We attended a small church in Fitzroy with Cathy in the mid 2000s and are very saddened by this
news. Many fond memories of her fun, gracious and gentle nature. In 2016 I won a trip to the NT
and Cathy enthusiastically gave us a tour of her favourite spots in and around Darwin which was
a real thrill. God bless you Cathy
Johnny Williams
Cathy was a great friend and colleague in the early days of her completing her field work for her
MA. She joined my family in northern Cameroon in the early days of our work with Moloko people
and the Moloko language. I'm so thankful for her life and love for languages and people and her
love for Jesus Christ's saving grace. Heaven's gain is our great loss. Condolences to her family and
friends around the world!
Alan Starr
I am so deeply saddened to hear of Cathy's passing. What a beautiful human - inside and out.
Sending my heartfelt condolences to all at CIFAS and NI (I miss you guys), and of course to
Cathy's friends and family sending love, hugs and healing. So sorry for your loss.
Aoife Muldowney
You'll be so missed by so many, Cathy. What an amazing body of work you have achieved, all
produced with a combination of intelligence and heart, and based on good relationships.
Susan Poetsch
My world was a better place from meeting you. The world is a better place from your legacy. I’m
sure your god will welcome you with open arms so rest easy now Cathy.
Haidee McKittrick
Thank you, Cathy, for your encouragement and support for our threatened and endangered
Marranunggu and Marrithiyel languages of the Daly-Wagait Family Language Group. You will be
missed by Emily, Chloe, Mark, Eden, Josh, David and me. RIP.
Payi Linda Ford
I am so deeply sorry to hear this. My heart is heavy, and I am sending all my thoughts to Cathy's
family and friends at this terrible time.
Amanda Hamilton
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Working with Cathy was such a joy. She cared so deeply about endangered languages and the
communities who love and treasure those languages. She leaves such an invaluable legacy.
Margaret Florey
A woman who spoke her mind, was highly skilled in what she did and was always respectful.
So deeply missed
Cat Kutay
So sad to read this. Such a lovely lady with the biggest heart. RIP beautiful Dr Cathy Bow
Jeanie Govan
Fortunate to have met Cathy and been encouraged to learn Kunwinjku. Condolences to family,
friends and colleagues
Learne Dunne
I knew Cathy way back when, when she was a colleague at Melb Uni and the Bionic Ear Institute.
You could not ask to meet a more lovely human being - full of grace and light. I am sorry to hear
about this; the world is a lesser place without here her but is a better place because she was with us.
John Huigen
An incredible woman, generous, kind, super smart and lots of fun! Thankful to have known her.
Kathleen Flentje
Cathy was a lovely, friendly and warm individual who did much for her community. As will many
others, I will miss her smile passing in the breezeways on campus and on the bike path at
Nightcliff.
Will Tinapple, Lecturer in Digital Media | CDU
I am so sorry to hear of Cathy's passing. My condolences to her family and her colleagues. She will
be sorely missed.
David Grayden
Very sad to hear this. I worked with Cathy during various Summer Schools in the Phonetics
Department of SILA (then Equip training), Kangaroo Ground. She made it a great experience, both
for us as co-teachers and for all her students.
Antje Paulus Kieviet
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Cathy’s passing was a big shock for me, even though we hadn’t worked closely together. But we
interacted on several occasions in relation to research & it was really pleasing to see her last
article just published ‘Should Munanga learn Kriol?’ May her legacy endure. For now, my thoughts
& prayers are for Cathy, her family & close friends.
Jon Mason
So sorry to everyone who has lost a friend and wonderful colleague. Cathy was so valuable to all of
us working with Indigenous languages in the NT and did so much. She leaves a really great legacy
and the impact of her work will endure. Sorry again to all who knew her. I will miss her too.
Grigor Diksonov
These words ring so beautifully but tragically true Michaela. We have lost an exemplar colleague
and outstanding person. I am so sorry for everyone who feels the loss of Cathy, particularly those
nearest and dearest to her.
Andrew Taylor
Very sad to read of Cathy's passing. A great colleague and educator.
You'll be missed so very much.
Vannessa Hearman
A dedicated worker for Australian languages. Cathy's legacy will live on in the Living Archive.
Penny Lee
She will be missed ... beautiful person, great loss.
Christine Ida Pheeney
So very sad. Cathy was an amazing person. My condolences.
Anthony Hornby

