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Dear Participant 

Firstly, thank you for contributing to the project.  

I apologise for the significant delay in providing feedback. Initial response to the survey was less 

than expected, requiring further work to increase the number of people taking part. In total, roughly 

200 people have taken part in the survey, from a reasonably diverse cross-section of the 

community. This represents a benchmark in knowledge on the communities’ views on the harbour; 

how the harbour is used, how it is valued, and how, and where, future development could possibly 

occur. 

We are now working towards using the knowledge to contribute to discussions on the harbour and 

foreshore. The project has already delivered a number of outcomes. The findings have been 

presented to representatives of a number of government departments and peak bodies relevant to 

the harbour and foreshore including the NT Environment Protection Authority, NT Department of 

Lands, Planning and the Environment, Land Development Corporation, NT Planning Commission, 

Darwin Port Corporation, and City of Darwin. It is expected that discussions will continue, 

particularly relating to the use of landscape values and development preference data for land use 

planning within the catchment. Additionally, a book chapter focusing on the inclusion of local 

values in regional planning in the Northern Territory has been drafted for publication early next 

year. Some of the findings have also been presented at conferences in Geelong, Victoria, and 

London, England. It is expected that the information will be used across a number of research and 

government projects in the future. 

The iPad has been awarded to one fortunate participant. I hope they get great use from it! 

Unfortunately, due to the delays in obtaining adequate participation, there is no longer time or 

funding to conduct the group discussions with participants who expressed an interest in doing so.  

In the following pages you will find some of the descriptive results from the initial 140 surveys 

(which include your input). The information is split into four sections including (1) respondent 

background, (2) views on Darwin Harbour and foreshore management and health, (3) landscape 

values, and (4) development preferences. The remainder of the data, including 50 interviews with 

Indigenous people are still being analysed. I hope you find the feedback informative. 
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If you have any queries you are welcome to contact me at the email address below. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to contribute. 

 

Dr Tom Brewer 
tom.brewer@cdu.edu.au 
(Principal Investigator) 
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1. Respondent background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A diverse cross-section of the community (including you) responded to the survey. However, respondents 
tended to be older (Figure 1a), long-term residents (Figure 1b) with higher than average incomes (Figure 1d) 
compared to census data. This means that we cannot say that the data properly represents the demographics of 
the community. Also, very few Indigenous people participated. Interviews were conducted, in collaboration 
with Larrakia Nation to increase the local Indigenous response rate. 

Figure 1a. Age distribution of participants. Figure 1b. Length of time participants have been 
living in the ‘Darwin area’. 

Figure 1c. Proportion of male 
and female participants. 

Figure 1d. The percentage of participants across different income categories. 
People with higher incomes were more likely to respond to the survey. 
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2. Views on Darwin Harbour and foreshore management and health 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2a. Participant views on 
management. 

Figure 2b. Views on the 
health and use of the 
harbour. 

The majority of participants strongly agreed that 
it was important to plan for the future use of the 
harbour and foreshore and strongly agreed that 
the community should be involved in the 
planning (Figure 2a). 

Most participants agreed that the harbour 
environment was relatively healthy, and strongly 
agreed that it is important to maintain a healthy 
harbour. Most participants, however, agreed that 
the harbour has fragile environments that are 
being permanently degraded, and disagreed that 
it was necessary to sacrifice natural 
environments to improve quality of life for 
residents (Figure 2b). 
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3. Landscape Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The spatial distribution of the landscape values (where stickers were placed on the map) differed among 
each of the landscape values. Some values, such as economic value, spiritual value, and recreation value 
were in tighter patches, while other values such as wilderness value and biodiversity value were more spread 
(Figure 3b – next page). 

Figure 3a. Mean percentage of landscape value assigned by participants, 
of a possible 100 based on sum of all points for each value. 

 
A total of 3,157 stickers relating to 
landscape values were placed on the 
maps from 130 participants, 
representing the best data to date on 
community preferences and values for 
the harbour and foreshore. Figure 3a 
shows the average total score (of a 
possible 100) assigned to each of the 
different values. 
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Figure 3b. Spatial distribution of individual Landscape values derived from 130 surveys of the catchment 
community represented as heat (density) maps. Black line shows coastline of Darwin Harbour.   Red means 
respondents placed more stickers in those areas, and blue means less stickers.      
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4. Development Preferences 

Participants also placed stickers on the map relating to their development preferences. The preferred area for 
industrial development (Figure 4a) was around where the majority of coastal industry currently exists, 
suggesting that most people do not want to see major developments in other parts of the harbour. This is in 
partial contrast to the Draft Land Use Plan (Figure 4 – below & overpage) which suggests strategic 
development in other locations. Participants were generally against development (Figure 4b) from Buffalo 
Creek through to East Point, and other locations around the harbour, including the location of the proposed 
Nightcliff Island development. Support for residential (Figure 4c) and tourism (Figure 4d) development was 
strongest around Darwin City and Mandorah. 

 

   

See C & D overpage 
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Figure 4. Spatial distribution of ‘industrial development’ (A), ‘no development’ (B), ‘residential 
development’ (C), and ‘tourism development’ (D) overlaying draft Darwin regional land use plan. White 
areas of density map reflect higher density sticker placement by survey respondents.  

Here is the link to the final Darwin Regional Land Use Plan 2015: 
http://www.lands.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/47963/Darwin-Regional-Land-Use-Plan-2015.pdf 


