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• Too much of the current renewed push for northern 
development echoes 19th Century thinking:  
raw commodities, bulk export 

• Focal species essentially derive from the First Fleet of 1788 

• Let’s change up a gear or two, and think about the smart 
economies of the 21st Century, and our natural advantages 

• Here is a game-breaking Snowy Scheme for the 21st Century: 
a south-east Asian supergrid powered by Australian 
renewable energy  

Re-imagining the northern development agenda 
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A Snowy Scheme for the 21st Century? 



Lake 

Argyle 



Pumped hydro 

Tumut 3 1500 MW 



A south-east Asian Supergrid? 



Context for an Australia-Asia Interconnector  
to catalyse regional renewable energy 

• Energy demand increasing (population, affluence, industry) 

• Energy poverty alleviation 

• We can land electricity in Jakarta via HVDC cable from Kimberley-Katherine-
darwin-Dili-Denpasar-Jakarta-Singapore-Bankok etc 

• At a cost of 8c/kWHr, c.f. 6c now from coal 

• BENEFITS: 

– Grid interconnection & RE improve energy security, reduce regional conflict 

– Substantially reduce net emissions 

– Links growing energy demand with world class RE supplies 

– Technological innovation in renewables and transmission 

– Costs of utility scale RE falling as fossil fuel costs increase 

– Enable economic diversification away from risky energy 

– Stronger partnerships (Australia, Indonesia, East Timor, PNG, beyond) 

 



• How can this all ‘fit’ at a landscape and regional scale? 

• The landscape needs to be re-plumbed and re-wired 

• We need new planning & development approaches that: 

– are robust under a range of climate change & demographic scenarios 

– treat all land uses equitably – e.g. unconventional gas 

– build in resilience thinking  
(e.g. improve flood performance & recovery, ensure habitat connectivity & 
buffering, protect refugia, don’t crowd coastlines) 

– reduce greenhouse gas emissions (energy, transport, food) 

– rethink transport networks (greener, tougher, smarter)   

– safeguard productive soil and allow for increased food production 

– facilitate recycling of water, nutrients and energy 

 Leading, educating and bringing the community on board 

Planning landscapes & infrastructure 
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• Yes we can develop northern Australia 

• There are amazing opportunities  

• But we need to move beyond boom-bust 19th Century 

thinking based on unprocessed commodities 

• We can build a distinctive services-based economy built 

on extraordinary natural and cultural capital, and know-

how for the tropics and challenging environments 

• Darwin can be a dynamic southern knowledge centre for 

the fastest growing region of the world 

LET’S GO FOR IT!  

through the macroscope 


