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• Indigenous direct employment in mining 

– early-1990s numbered in the hundreds (Taylor, 1993) 

– By 2011 more than 7,000 

– Between 2006 and 2011 number of Indigenous people employed 

by the mining industry more than doubled 

• Whether Indigenous people have benefited from the 

mining boom has been a topic of debate - evidence is 

that Indigenous people did not experience substantial 

economic gains from previous mining booms 

 

 



• Langton (2013) argues current boom different, with 

substantial number of Indigenous people employed by 

mining industry 

– current boom is larger 

– Taken place after a period of sustained economic growth 

– Mining companies releasing that Indigenous employment is  an 

important part of agreements to mine on Indigenous land 

because it supports their ‘social licence’ to operate. 

• Langton (2010) describes a resource curse on local 

Indigenous populations in WA: 

The threat of the curse still lingers. It is likely that costs in the mining 

provinces will rise and cause problems for residents who are caught in 

highly localised impacts. In the Pilbara anger is mounting as the 

distress of the locals becomes more apparent. A caravan park berth 

now costs a thousand dollars per week.  

 



Aims of paper 

• Data from the 2006 and 2011 censuses used to 

estimate the impact of the mining boom on: 

– Employment 

– personal and household income 

– housing costs, housing stress and home ownership.  

– income distribution  



Mining areas identified using different approaches 



Employment by whether mining area, 

remoteness and Indigenous status, 2011 

 
 

Remote Non-remote 

 

Mining Non-mining Mining Non-mining 

Number of regions 32 87 17 271 

Indigenous  %  %  %  % 

Mining employment to population ratio 9 1 9 1 

Total employment to population ratio 43 39 55 48 

Full-time employment to population ratio 24 19 35 28 

Non-Indigenous         

Mining employment to population ratio 22 2 13 1 

Total employment to population ratio 84 85 76 72 

Full-time employment to population ratio 64 66 52 46 

 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 

 



Average annual personal income if employed 

full-time, mining and non-mining areas by 

remoteness, 2011 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



Average annual personal income if employed, 

mining and non-mining areas by remoteness, 

2011 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



Average annual household income, mining and 

non-mining areas by remoteness, 2011 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



Housing costs mining and non-

mining areas by remoteness, 2011 

 

Remote Non-remote 

 

Mining Non-mining Mining Non-mining 

Indigenous       

Rent $6,284 $4,572 $13,626 $12,146 

Mortgage repayments $20,574 $15,095 $22,655 $21,593 

Non-Indigenous   

  

  

Rent $8,495 $5,955 $12,669 $11,306 

Mortgage repayments $21,979 $20,970 $23,707 $21,995 

 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



Home-ownership rates (own outright or 

purchasing), mining and non-mining areas by 

remoteness, 2011 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



Overcrowding, mining and non-mining areas 

by remoteness, 2011 

Source: Customised tables from 2011 census data. 



% households experiencing housing stress 
  Remote Non-remote 

 

Mining 

% 

Non-mining 

% 

Mining 

% 

Non-mining 

% 

Housing stress, 30/40 rule, all households 

Indigenous 11 10 17 26 

Non-

Indigenous 5 8 9 14 

Housing stress, 30 rule, all households 

Indigenous 14 12 23 33 

Non-

Indigenous 11 13 15 23 

Housing stress, 30 rule, all renters 

Indigenous 13 11 25 38 

Non-

Indigenous 7 14 20 34 

Housing stress, 30 rule, low income renters 

Indigenous 26 20 48 61 

Non-

Indigenous 37 37 54 69 

 



Conclusion 

• Indigenous employment higher in mining areas than non-

mining areas in both remote areas  

• Average incomes higher in mining areas 

• fewer low-income Indigenous households in mining 

areas compared to non-mining areas 

• Although housing costs are higher in remote mining 

areas, the increases in incomes means that, on average, 

housing stress is not higher in mining areas 

• the averages hide an important distributional issue  

– likelihood of a low-income household being in housing stress is 

higher in remote mining areas 

 


