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‘I’ve read about it, written about it,and even pulled 

on my parka once and gone there. Yet like all but 

a very few Canadians I’ve had no real experience 

of the North. I’ve remained, of necessity, 

an outsider. And the North has remained 

for me, a convenient place to 

dream about, spin tall tales about, 

and , in the end, avoid.’ 

Glen Gould, The Idea of North 

(1970) 

 





Areas of Comparative Advantage  



Waves of Optimism 

• The Lucky Country has had a good run. 

• We’ve seen this pattern before: waves of Australian 
prosperity where global opportunity has met 
Australian advantage. Our gold, wool, wheat, meat, 
iron, coal and nickel have all boomed – some more 
than once. 

• …growth opportunities for Australia in agribusiness, 
gas, tourism, international education and wealth 
management, and we calculated that the size of these 
‘Fantastic Five’ sectors would collectively match that of 
mining today. 







Green Paper on Developing Northern Australia 

• Northern Australia should grasp its full 
potential for the benefit of people living there 
and right around our country.  

• Northern Australia’s proximity to the Asian 
and tropical regions provides unparalleled 
economic opportunity for the nation.  

• Northern Australia should no longer be seen 
as the last frontier: it is, in fact, the next 
frontier. 



Opportunity or threat? 





From Myth to Reality 
• New approaches don’t need to repeat the litany of major policy and 

development conflicts and investment failures that have riddled the north’s 
history.  

• We consider that the key to genuine progress relies on new approaches to de-
risking major government and private sector decisions about policy and 
investment in the north by:  

– taking a strategic approach to building the evidence base needed to over-
come some of the north’s most significant technical tyrannies (distance, 
soils, geography, failed business models, labour, climate, knowledge, heavy 
regulation, capacity, etc.); and 

– Building effective and long term partnerships with, and seriously engaging, 
the north’s regions, communities, enterprises, industries and people.  

• Quality science and evidence needs to infuse the decision making processes 
being used, and together we need to monitor joint progress towards shared 
goals. 

 



Northern Australia Knowledge Economy 

Infrastructure  Land and Water 

Business, Trade & 
Investment 

Governance 

Education, Research 
and Innovation 



Indigenous futures are 
inextricably linked to 
sustainable northern 

development 
(NAILSMA 2012) 



Thank you 


