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Acknowledgement of Country

Library For All operates across the globe with our base 

operations in Australia and in the spirit of reconciliation, we, 

acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of country throughout 

Australia and the continuation of cultural, spiritual, and 

educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples.

We pay our respect to Elders past and present and extend that 

respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

** If we are on your country, we would like to invite you to do 

a Welcome to Country to the participants in the workshop.
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Introductions

Dr Julie Owen, Cultural Advisor for Australian Programs

Dr Lara Cain Gray, Specialist Librarian (Content Strategy & 
Publishing)

Anneke Barnes, Program Coordinator for Australian 
Programs
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What to expect in the next 30 – 40 minutes

• About Library For All (LFA)

• The research behind what we do, and how this informs the 
collections we build

• Our Yarning Collection and how we are building this collection

• Questions at the end
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About LFA
Who is Library For All and what do we do?

Library For All is an Australian not for profit publisher.

Our mission is to make knowledge accessible to all, 
equally.

Our vision is to create and deliver technology-enabled 
education tools for the world to improve educational 
outcomes for 20 million children by 2030.

We publish culturally-relevant and age-appropriate books 
including:

• books to be printed

• books for our app

• a box of tablets called a Spark Digital Classroom Kit
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About LFA
Where do we operate?

Started in Haiti in 2010

Response to need whilst ensuring remain 
research and evidence-based

Currently publishing >80 books a month across 
these programs.

Solomon Islands Vietnam

Papua New Guinea Ethiopia

Timor-Leste Myanmar

Bhutan Laos

Australia
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Building an evidence-based, curated library

• Our Yarning is designed as a multifaceted library, not merely a 
book collection.

• Content is curated against a collection strategy to ensure it 
provides a range of reading levels, fiction and non-fiction, and 
content themes to maximise literacy aims and reading 
engagement.

• Research shows that children do better in learning to read when 
they are offered a variety of high interest resources to 
complement classroom activities.

• Importantly, as the Our Yarning library is available for free via 
the app, the books can be read anywhere, anytime – supporting 
families and communities as they guide young readers.

• Visit libraryforall.org/research to view our Working Papers 
research series, which supports our strategic acquisition 
process.
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Building an evidence-based, curated library 

Our curation strategy includes balancing:

• levels from L to UP, not curriculum-aligned, but a reading runway for self-
selection, or supported reading

• content, including science, sports, arts, health, culture
• windows and mirrors: we know there are benefits to cultural identity, 

mental health, education engagement and literacy when children can 'see 
themselves in the story'.

Therefore, we:

• work with communities to gather stories
• work with local and/or contract illustrators, with cultural advisory  input
• ensure storytellers retain the copyright for their stories. LFA consults to 

obtain agreement for publication then shares the books on a non-profit 
basis, across multiple formats.
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Our Yarning Collection

Our Yarning will be Australia’s first digital library of stories written 

by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people for their 

children, freely accessible across Australia and containing 

500 books.

• 5 years to develop the collection

• Mirror books in English as the language of instruction

• Printed books and e-publications

• Working in the Australian publishing space

• Workshops – virtual and in person 
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Our Yarning Collection

So far we have…

• Had lots of conversations with people and networking opportunities 
(and hope to have many more)

• Developed the Our Yarning app with books from Honey Ant readers

• Delivered workshops in Doomadgee, Perth, Derby, and Kooljaman

• Run weekly workshops with CAAPS Aboriginal Corporation

• Planned workshops in Darwin and Kununurra
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Our Yarning community writer's workshop: Doomadgee Qld, Derby & Perth

CEWA teachers at their state
networking forum in Perth.
Teachers and assistants
attended from across the
state.

Doomadgee workshop in Qld
With community members
Books are being translated
into the 3 language groups.

Derby workshop with playgroup 
teachers and assistants from
Catholic Education WA. Participants 
came from across the
Kimberley and Goldfields regions.
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Derby, Ardyaloon (OAP) and Darwin workshops in person and virtual facilitators.

Bardi Rangers writer’s workshop
Ardyaloon community. They
were having chain saw training 
after our workshop finished!

Anneke Barnes in person 
assisted by Julie facilitating 
via virtual team 
connection. This Darwin 
writers' workshop was for 
women in CAAPS 
Aboriginal Corporation 
program.
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Our Yarning

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Group for 

support, networking and input.

• Ambassadors / Friends of Library For All to promote the 

program nationally through Contacts.

• Full time illustrator to do the Our Yarning Books working 

with Julie and Anneke.

• Employ more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff 

members to assist with workshops and community 

consultation on Original books for publishing.

Future Goals
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Questions?
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Creating children’s book collections to mirror the lived experience of the reader

16 November 2021

Thank you

Dr. Julie Owen – julie.owen@libraryforall.org
Dr. Lara Cain Gray – lara.caingray@libraryforall.org
Anneke Barnes – anneke.barnes@libraryforall.org

LFA Links
Website: Libraryforall.org
Resources: Libraryforall.org/resources
Animated books: Libraryforall.org/youtube/

mailto:julie.owen@libraryforall.org
mailto:lara.caingray@libraryforall.org
mailto:anneke.barnes@libraryforall.org
https://libraryforall.org/
https://libraryforall.org/research/
https://libraryforall.org/youtube/
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Our content dimensions
Along with cultural diversity, our library delivers a carefully curated balance of themes, concepts, and learning tools.  

Mirrors & Windows Fiction & Non-Fiction Content Pillar Gender Representation Gender Equity Disability Inclusion Sustainability

Our curatorial target for 
any collection is 70% 
mirrors / 30% windows. 

This ensures opportunities 
for ‘own voice’ narratives and 
cultural representation are 
encouraged, but also allows 
readers to explore themes 
and issues of global 
relevance.

Our curatorial target for 
any collection is 60% 
fiction / 40% non-fiction

Evidence has shown that 
lively, localised fiction is 
particularly engaging for 
young readers. It is also 
often a gap in existing 
published collections, which 
commonly focus on 
education books, rather than 
creative narratives.

We categorize our 
content across four 
pillars to offer balanced 
subject coverage.

Cultures and Communities: 
daily life; customs and 
traditions; family experiences.

Health and Hygiene: hygiene 
at home; diseases and 
vaccinations; mental and 
physical wellbeing.

Science and the 
Environment: sustainability 
and conservation; weather; 
human and animal biology; 
digital communications.

Sports, Arts & Recreation: 
popular sports; music and 
dance; painting and weaving; 
hobbies and pastimes.

Our curatorial target for 
representing women and 
girls in leading roles in 
our narratives is >50%.

We purposefully redress the 
historical gender imbalance 
in character-driven 
storytelling by ensuring 
women and girls are not just 
visible but drive the narrative 
in a substantial number of 
books. 

We positively address 
gender equity issues 
throughout the 
collection.

Our books cover gender 
equity issues including 
women in non-traditional 
roles and professions; men 
participating in home duties 
and childcare; and boys and 
girls participating equally in 
education, sport and family 
experiences.

We strive to positively 
discuss disability 
representation and 
inclusion.

This includes books that 
explicitly discuss the lived 
experiences of people with 
different abilities to 
encourage support and 
understanding.

It also includes books that 
show people with different 
abilities represented in wider 
narratives, including in lead 
roles, as equal participants in 
the action, such as in 
classrooms, on sports fields, 
or in family groups.

We are committed to 
addressing sustainability 
and environmental 
stewardship. 

We consciously include 
books to open discussion 
around issued like recycling 
and reuse, waste disposal, 
climate change, and natural 
hazards (floods, cyclones & 
storms).
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Communities can be supported by physical & digital education tools 
Books, magazines and our Library App provide digital and non-digital activities for educators to support learning outcomes

Library Books

A professionally curated physical print 
library filled with culturally diverse and 
age appropriate reading books can be 

the catalyst for a child to develop a 
lifelong love of learning.

Our wholesale A5 soft cover books are 
printed on Forest Stewardship Council 
certified paper and perfect bound with 

a polyurethane reactive adhesive for 
maximum durability.

Big Books

Each A3 Big Book features 5 full colour 
illustrated stories, curated by reading 
level with a broad mix of themes and 
story dimensions and comprehension 

questions for classroom use created by 
education specialists.

Each book is printed on Forest 
Stewardship Council certified paper and 

metal wire bound for maximum 
flexibility in a classroom setting.

Magazine Storybooks

Our Magazine Storybook are full-colour 
lightweight glossy magazines filled with 
culturally diverse and age appropriate 
illustrated stories curated by reading 

level to support children on their 
learning journey outside the classroom.

The magazines are manufactured in 
high-volumes to achieve a low price 

point and deliver strong value for 
money. They can be easily distributed, 

informally swapped amongst peers, and 
can be recycled or repurposed at end-

of-life. They are the perfect 
complement to our high quality durable 

classroom library books.

Library Storage

Protecting valuable learning resources 
in remote learning environments is 
easy with our library storage boxes. 

Our plastic storage boxes are 
manufactured in Australia from BPA 
free heavy duty plastic, are weather 

resistant and hold up to 150 titles in A5.

Library Application

A high quality, expertly curated 
library of culturally diverse, age 
appropriate, original, illustrated 

children’s reading books 
available for free on any Android 

device in the Solomons.


