Indigenous Australia in your classroom
with Dr Tracy Woodroffe
tracy.woodroffe@cdu.edu.au

Contents
Introduction and summary of teaching experiences

2

Research and lecturing focus areas and significance

3

Diversity of Aboriginal culture in Australia

4

Pre-service teacher education

5

Teacher professionalism

6

If you don’t know, you should find out!

7

Introduction and summary of teaching experiences
Identity
Teaching in the NT
Senior roles within the system
Teaching as a profession and an art to develop

Research and lecturing focus areas and significance
Woodroffe, T. (2016). Indigeneity - A Skill-set for Teaching. Journal of Australian Indigenous Issues, 19(1-2), 117-131.
https://search.informit.org/doi/pdf/10.3316/informit.200155395882036
Woodroffe, T. (2016). Creating the ideal classroom environment to ensure success for Indigenous students. In K. Ikin (Ed.),
Changes and challenges: The power of education to build the world to which we aspire (pp. 86-91). Australian College of
Educators. https://www.austcolled.com.au/publications/2016-national-conference-proceedings
Woodroffe, T. (2020). Improving Indigenous student outcomes through improved teacher education: the views of Indigenous
educators. AlterNative: an international journal of indigenous peoples, 16(2), 146-152.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1177180120929688
Woodroffe, T. (2020). Remote Area Teacher Education Literature Review.
Woodroffe, T. (2020). AITSL Cultural Competence Literature Review.
Woodroffe, T. (Author). (2020). Indigenous voices can change Australian education for the better: a cultural shift is required to
improve educational outcomes for Indigenous students. Web publication/site, Campus Morning Mail.
https://campusmorningmail.com.au/news/indigenous-voices-can-change-australian-education-for-the-better/
Woodroffe, T. (2021). Presentation Feedback as an Indigenous methodology. Australian Journal of Education, 65(1), 73-83.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0004944120969987
Woodroffe, T., Wallace, R., Guthadjaka, K., Funk, J., Maypilama, E. L., Ireland, S., Adair, R., Ober, R., Armstrong, S., Lowell,
A., & Pollard, K. (2021). Indigenous Women in Science: A proposed framework for leadership, knowledge, innovation, and
complexity. In W. James, C. Cobanoglu, & M. Cavusoglu (Eds.), Advances in Global Education and Research (Vol. 4, pp. 116). University of South Florida M3 Center.
Woodroffe, T. (Author). (2021). The important role of supervising teachers to improve Indigenous educational outcomes. Web
publication/site, Prime Creative Media. https://issuu.com/primecreativemedia-2016/docs/emp0321_lr
Woodroffe, T. (2021). Creating a future to be proud of through teacher workforce development. Manuscript in preparation. In
International Handbook on Education Development in Asia-Pacific Springer Nature.

Diversity of Aboriginal culture in Australia
Many mainstream classrooms in Australia are perceived
as monocultural and monolingual (Morrison et al., 2019).
This perception could also be extended to the
composition of the teaching workforce (Santoro, 2007).
Unfortunately, considering this, the teaching and learning
taking place could be quite limiting and exclude
Australia’s rich history and First Nations people.

Does this matter?

Pre-service teacher education
This is where we can make a difference to the culture of schools in a
positive way that creates more inclusive learning environments for all
Australians.
• EST203 Teaching Indigenous Learners
• Practicum experiences and linking to standards 1.4, 2.4

Teacher professionalism
Whether you are working on being culturally responsive, reflexive, or
competent, the Australian teaching workforce is expected to know about
Aboriginal Australia.
• Knowing and respecting Aboriginal culture and diversity to ensure
that content is taught appropriately,
• knowing how Aboriginal students learn best to ensure that Aboriginal
students have the best chance of academic success,
• and having knowledge of responsive teaching strategies and how
cultural considerations impact on learning for all students in your
class.

If you don’t know, you should find out!
https://www.acde.edu.au/networks-and-partnerships/aboriginal-andtorres-strait-islander-education/know-this/

Thank you!
Talk to us: +61 8 8946 7468
Visit us: cdu.edu.au/northern-institute
Email us: thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au
Like us: facebook.com/NorthernInstitute
Follow us: @cdu_ni

