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Northern Institute Notice 04 

Indigenous Communities: Guardians against 

foreign invaders 

July 8 2014   

Indigenous people may soon play a vital frontline role in protecting Australia’s 

unique environment by being the “eyes and ears” of the bush. 

Northern Institute has teamed up with researchers from the New Zealand Institute 

of Plant & Food Research to examine ways indigenous communities can help 

beef up biosecurity. 

The idea is that aboriginal people who have access to remote wilderness areas 

can report changes they notice in the environment – whether it is an unusual 

plant, new weed or insect, basically anything that is out of place. 

Alby Marsh from the New Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research has spent 

many years working with Maori communities, developing programs to help them 

recognise and reduce the threat of introduced pests. 

Over the past two days Mr Marsh has been in Darwin, working with the Northern 

Institute’s Dr Linda Ford to exchange ideas and develop new ways to engage 

remote communities and government. 

“it’s all about bringing indigenous communities here and in New Zealand, and 

even overseas closer to science, and providing better tools to report biosecurity 

issues” Mr Marsh says. 

Dr Ford says “Eighty precent of the NT Coastline is aboriginal owned, and we 

have a whole lot of rangers out there, they’re a valuable resource which could 

help authorities identify potential invasive species, governments need to 

recognise this”. 

Myrtle Rust and Mimosa Pigra are two of the biggest known threats to native 

vegetation in the NT. 

While still in its early stages, an interactive poster is also being planned, featuring 

pictures and descriptive words as an educational tool for indigenous 

communities. 
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A sharing of gifts and ideas: The Northern Institute’s Dr Linda Ford (far right) 

exchanges gifts with Alby Marsh and Johanna John from the New Zealand 

Institute of Plant & Food Research. 

Want more info? 

Talk to us +61 8 8946 7468  

Visit us cdu.edu.au/the-northern-institute 

Like us facebook.com/TheNorthernInstitute 

Follow us @cdu_ni 

Email us thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au 

Visit us at Yellow Building 1, Level 2, Charles Darwin University, Darwin NT 

Mail us at Charles Darwin University, Darwin NT 0909, Australia    

 

thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au

