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Networked collaboration for 
Northern Australian Research  
 
Professor Ruth Wallace and CSIRO’s Dr 
Cathy Robinson, adjunct of Northern 
Institute at Charles Darwin University, 
have been developing the research 
agenda and activities to improve 
outcomes for communities, industry and 
government in Northern Australia.  
 
Northern Australian communities are 
challenged by issues of rapid 
development in dispersed and mobile 
communities.  To address this, the pair 
are mutually developing research to 
build a legacy for the long term.  
 
This community of practice draws on 
ground up collaboration and 
methodologies adapted for northern 
Australian communities to support 
change in Northern Australia. 
 
The Network cooperatively share skills, 
map and build capacity to ensure 
activities result in a legacy for partners 
and develop deep understanding of key 
questions  
 
The research is participatory in nature.  It 
engages local communities, industry and 
government partners to lead research, 
addressing issues of importance in 
Northern Australia 
  
“What I find great is to have people who 
know the Northern Australian context 
well and are deeply connected to 
stakeholders and committed to the 
region” says Dr Cathy Robinson from 
CSRIO.   
 
“The team works through an open 
partnership that invites and supports 
partnership.  The team focuses on 

improved outcomes for people, 
communities, industry and government 
agencies. They work of practice base on 
their community professional relationship 
centred around regional and natural 
resources management/landscape 
development. Their work develops 
participatory planning and 
understanding the implications for 
policy” 
 
Northern Institutes, Professor Ruth 
Wallace, adds “This partnership improves 
the scale and connections across 
research and researchers to lead 
projects and thinking that has significant 
impact for the Northern Territory. 
Effective partnerships draw on good 
relationships and expertise and work to 
grow the capacity of NT research 
partners to meet the challenges of 
innovation”. 
 
The research is participatory in nature.  It 
engages local communities, industry and 
government partners to lead research, 
addressing issues of importance in 
Northern Australia 
 

Want to know more? 
Talk to us  
+61 8 8946 7468 
Visit us  
cdu.edu.au/the-northern-institute 
Like us 
facebook.com/TheNorthernInstitute 
Follow us  
@cdu_ni 
Email us 
thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au 
Meet us  
Yellow Building 1, Level 2, Charles 
Darwin University, Darwin NT 
Mail us  
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