
Northern Institute | We know Northern Australia 1 
 

Northern Institute Notice 10 

Community asked to map Darwin 
Harbour’s Future 
 
Thousands of residents in the Darwin Catchment area are being invited to “stick up” for 
their favourite places around the Harbour, in an innovative, hands-on study by Northern 
Institute’s Dr Tom Brewer. 

Over the coming week, householders will be receiving sticker packs in the post, 
accompanied by a satellite image of the Harbour and a survey. 

The idea is for people to place the stickers in order of value onto the map.  The stickers 
represent which areas are important to them and why. 

As a joint project with Northern Institute, Australian Institute of Marine Science, and 
supported by Darwin Council, Dr Tom Brewer believes this kind of community consultation 
is vitally important to the future of the Harbour. 

“We want to find out what people care about around Darwin Harbour and the foreshore, 
and the reasons why those places are important to them…. We need to uncover how 
householders really feel about the area, and we want to tap into parts of the community 
which don’t usually have a voice”. 

The parcel containing the stickers, survey, satellite map (see image below) and list of 
values, will be sent out randomly to approximately two thousand households. 

“It’s a fun and interesting way for people to engage in the study, and we are really urging 
people to take part and have their say”. 

The stickers can denote favourite habitats, historic sites, cultural places, conservation 
areas…even most loved fishing spots!  Residents can also nominate what kind of 
development they would like to see and where. 

Dr Brewer hopes to have initial results by the end of the year. The final data will be used to 
help plan the Harbour’s future. 

“I hope to present the findings to multiple government departments to help in decision 
making and future city planning. What’s so great about this is community views are being 
represented – people will have a real say in how the Harbour can be better managed 
and what kind of future development should take place and where”. 

Dr Brewer will be available for interviews by appointment only.  

Visual opportunity: Dr Tom Brewer and his young family (this may need to be changed to 
group of local residents) at (foreshore location) with the map and stickers from (time 
please). 

See Below for an image of the stickers and corresponding values. 

Contact Katrina Britnell for more information, to confirm interviews and visual opportunity. 
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1. Aesthetic/scenic value – I value these places for their 
attractive scenery, sights, smells, or sounds.
2. Economic value – I value these places for economic benefits
such as tourism, industry, services, or other commercial activity.
3. Recreation value – I value these places because they provide outdoor recreation 
activities.
4. Life sustaining value – I value these places because they help produce, preserve, and renew 
air soil, and water.
5. Learning value (knowledge) – I value these places because we can use them to learn about 
the environment.
6. Biological diversity value – I value these places because they provide for a variety of 
plants, wildlife, marine life, or other living organisms.
7. Spiritual value – I value these places because they are spiritually special
to me.
8. Intrinsic value – I value these places for their own sake, no matter what I or others think 
about them or whether they are actually used.
9. Heritage value – I value these places because they have natural and 
human history.
10. Future value – I value these places because they allow future generations to know and 
experience them as they are now.
11. Therapeutic value – I value these places because they make people feel better, physically 
and/or mentally.
12. Wilderness value – I value these places because they are wild.

1. No development – Use these dots to identify areas where you 
think any future development should be permanently prohibited.
2. Remove development – Use these dots to identify areas where 
you think existing development should be removed permanently.
3. Residential development – Use these dots to identify where
you think residential development could conditionally occur with a good plan.
4. Tourism development – Use these dots to identify where you think tourism development 
(e.g. accommodation and tourist attractions) could conditionally occur with a good plan.
5. Industrial development – Use these dots to identify where you think industrial 
development (e.g. port facilities, agriculture, energy infrastructure) could occur with a good plan.
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Want to know more about the Northern Institute? 
Talk to us +61 8 8946 7468  
Visit us cdu.edu.au/the-northern-institute 
Like us facebook.com/TheNorthernInstitute 
Follow us @cdu_ni 
Email us thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au 
Visit us at Yellow Building 1, Level 2, Charles Darwin University, Darwin NT 
Mail us at Charles Darwin University, Darwin NT 0909, Australia    

 

http://www.cdu.edu.au/the-northern-institute
https://www.facebook.com/TheNorthernInstitute
https://twitter.com/cdu_ni
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/campus_maps/CASmap12.pdf
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/campus_maps/CASmap12.pdf

